

F rom a Hasidic rabbi in Prospect Heights who 
teaches Torah over beer (far right, above), to 
the Buddhist monks of Vinegar Hill who hold 
fire ceremonies every Friday (second from right), 
to uprooted Mormons pitching their religious vi- 


sion among Smith Street skeptics, to the Santeros 
practicing an Afro-Caribbean mysticism in Pros- 
pect Park (second from left), to the gospel singers 
at Boerum Hill's House of the Lord Church (far left), 
Brooklyn is a wondrous borough of faith. Brooklyn's 


reputation as "the borough of churches" was 
forged centuries ago, thanks to firebrand preach- 
ers (and abolitionists) like Henry Ward Beecher 
(center) of Plymouth Church on Orange Street in 
Brooklyn Heights. Faith remains a rock in this burg, 


where even some non-believing "Faitheists" go to 
church every week (page 3). A guide to the ad- 
dresses and phone numbers of the many religious 
institutions featured in this special issue can be 
found online at www.BrooklynPapers.com. 


He-brews 

Rabbi, students bond over beer 


By Hollie Rosenberg 

for The Brooklyn Papers 


A Rabbi, a Catholic, five Orthodox 
Jews and two non-practicing Semites 
walk into a bar; the punch line is they 
were there to talk about the Torah. 

On Underhill Avenue, just up Eastern 
Parkway from Grand Army Plaza, is Bar 
Sepia, which many customers know for its 
Mediterranean decor and its wireless In- 

But at 8:30 most Tuesday nights, the 
trendy crowd is replaced by a motley crew 
of the religious and the a-religious, drawn 
together by curiosity and, of course, beer. 

The rabbi — British-born, 28-year-old 
Tali Frankel of the Chabad of Brownstone 
Brooklyn — is the guy doing the pouring. 

Easily mistaken — and he has been — 
for a member of ZZ Top, Tali (as he prefers 
to be called) believes that the best way to 


break down the walls between Believers 
and non-Believers, Jews and non-Jews, and 
even Jews and anti-Semites, is to get reli- 
gion out of the congregations to the places 
where people actually congregate. 

And beer helps. 

“Back in England, I worked with these 
two neo-Nazis,” Tali explained. ‘They ac- 


tually asked to see my horns. So I took 
them to a soccer game and shared a few 
drinks. After they got to know me, they 
apologized for hating something they did- 
n’t understand.” 

The brainstorm of having beer-soaked 
Bible study came to Tali as a spin off to his 
Friday night beginner’s minion class. One 
of the students who could not read Hebrew 
confessed that he was too embarrassed to 
ask anyone except the less-intimidating 
Tali. 

“I befriend everyone I meet because 
there is always something I can learn,” 
said Tali. 

“Tuesdays with Tali” is open to anyone 
who can hold his own in a theocratic dis- 
cussion and also hold his beer. 

See HE-BREWS on page 7 


Prayerltutd 

Brooklyn has long been known as "the bor- 
ough of churches," but the nickname actually 
goes back to the days when Brooklyn was its 
own city. With real estate values soaring and 
churches being converted into luxury housing 
faster than you can say the Lord's Prayer, is the 
nickname still true? Hallellujah, it is, as this 
chart shows: 

— Source : New York City Department of Buildings 


Borough 

Houses of worship 

Manhattan 

1,099 

The Bronx 

991 

Brooklyn 

2,873 

Queeens 

1,760 

Staten Island 

334 


A 'Witness' to 
the congregation 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Jehovah’s Witnesses make up 11 percent of the 
Brooklyn Heights population; their Watchtower 
turrets define the borough for people making then- 
first trip over the Brooklyn Bridge; their 33 proper- 
ties are omnipresent in the Heights and DUMBO. 

When they’re not out preaching or “spreading the good 
news,” as Witnesses call it, they hole up in an enormous 
Brooklyn complex — vast in size and function. 

Think of anything one might need in modem society — 
lawyers, dentists, engineers, architects, painters, plumbers, 
electricians, a gym, swimming pool, pharmacy, cafeteria, 
laundry facility. You name it, they’ve got it. 

In fact, 117 Adams Street, where the Witnesses used to 
have their printing presses, now serves as laundry central 
for the whole Brooklyn operation. 

“You have 2,500 hundred people. That’s a lot of dirty 
laundry to clean each week,” said Bryce Hemmelgam, a 


Watchtower tour guide. 

Not only does the Watchtower have everything, it’s also 
a great place to acquire new job skills. Hemmelgam, for 
example, is learning public relations, and his wife, who 
had no hair-cutting skills before coming to Brooklyn, now 
works in the barbershop. 

The building at 25 Columbia Heights is the brain — or 
soul — of the Witnesses’ worldwide operations. It sits like 
a behemoth across from the Hillside Park dog run. A 
bridge connects its two sand-colored buildings. 

Given that it’s a world unto itself, it’s not surprising that 
the building feels like another country — the Midwest. 
People are friendly. They greet each other with a smile and 
a hello. Their gentle voices are marked with inflections 
from outside the tri-state area. 

The carpeted Watchtower lobby, lit with recessed light- 
ing, is tastefully dim. Rob the “official greeter,” stands be- 
hind a long counter. Kitschy biblical scenes painted by 
Witnesses decorate the walls. The place feels like the ille- 
See WITNESSES on page 3 


Bruce reamed over Yards ‘concession’ 

Ratner cuts mega-development by 5 percent; critics cry foul 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Developer Bruce Ratner said 
last week that he would shave 
450 condos from the most-recent 
version of the Atlantic Yards 
mega-development — but the 
project is still one million square 
feet larger than the plan he first 
unveiled to considerable opposi- 
tion in 2003. 

Ratner called his new plan a “con- 
cession to critics” — but those very 
critics were not mollified by a five- 
percent cut in the bulk of the larger, 
most-recent version. 

“It’s a fraud,” said Atlantic Yards 
opponent Patti Hagan. “It’s like ‘Alice 
in Wonderland.’ Ratner says it’s small- 
er, but it’s actually bigger.” 

Some saw at least a little good 
news. “It’s a start,” said Sam Cooper, 
a spokesman for Assemblywoman 
Joan Millman (D-Brooklyn Heights). 
“But [the reduction] is not quite what 



Borough President Markowitz joins 
Bruce Ratner in Coney Island on 
Tuesday to promote Ratner's up- 
coming volleyball tournament. 


everyone was looking for.” 

Most important among the changes 
is Ratner’s decision to scrap the con- 
dos — and trim the project by 475,000 
square feet. Beyond that, revisions ap- 
pear largely cosmetic. 

For example, the developer re- 
named the flashy, glass-sided edifice 
that will connect the arena to the At- 
lantic terminal mass transit complex. 


The Brooklyn Papers 

State officials will allow Forest City 
Ratner to use land along a two-block 
stretch of Atlantic Avenue for a mas- 
sive above-ground parking lot. 

Several of the company’s develop- 
ment parcels east of the proposed Nets 
arena, between Sixth and Vanderbilt 
avenues, can be used for “interim 


Now, that Frank Gehry-designed 
pedestrian mall will be referred to as 
the “Urban Room.” 

Another modification shrunk a pri- 
vate open space on the rooftop of the 
arena from two acres to one, endan- 
gering an arena-top wildflower mead- 
ow shown in plans presented in No- 
vember by the project’s landscape 
architect Lauri Olin. 


parking” during construction of the 
Atlantic Yards project, according to 
new documents released by the pro- 
ject’s lead agency, the Empire State 
Development Corporation. 

“One little line gives Forest City the 
ability to park cars wherever there is- 
n’t construction,” said architect Jon- 
athan Cohn, whose Brooklynviews 


The developer also widened Sixth 
Avenue between Atlantic Avenue and 
Dean Street, a nod to traffic concerns, 
and pushed back the completion date 
for buildings around the arena by one 
year, from 2009 to 2010. 

But the 620-foot skyscraper across 
the street from the “Urban Room” did- 
n’t change at all — though it is no 
See RATNER on page 18 


blog broke the story. “You’ll be seeing 
a parking lot for about a decade.” 

The agreement stipulates that the 
area can be used for parking only until 
the arena’s 3,800-car indoor lot — 
near the comer of Sixth and Atlantic 
avenues — is complete in 2016. 

Forest City Ratner did not return 
calls for comment. — Ariella Cohen 


Free parking for FCR crew 



Petal pushers 


From April 8 to May 28, the Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
celebrates its beloved collection of flowering cherry 
trees with "Hanami." For more about the Japanese- 
themed events, see GO Brooklyn on page 9. 



Save $ 300 on this couch 

See our ad on page 7 
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At Maimonides, our computers 
don’t just help save time. 

They help us save lives. 



At Maimonides Medical Center, we decided that 
one of the best things we could do for our patients 
was to make a substantial commitment to informa- 
tion technology. It has proven to be a wise decision. 
One that has helped us with the speed and accuracy 
with which we care for our 
patients. 

Maimonides is among 
only five percent of hospi- 

| 



tals in the nation where physicians and nurses use 
computers to enter patient orders, thereby reducing 
errors and increasing efficiency. 

Our single-minded focus is to get our patients 
back to their normal lives as soon as possible. In fact, 
a recent study* shows that hospitals that have ad- 
vanced technology are safer and have lower mortal- 
ity rates than hospitals that don’t. 

As a result of our long-standing commitment to 


technology, we were named one of the nation’s 100 
“Most Wired” Hospitals and one of the 25 “Most Wire- 
less,” by Hospitals & Health Networks, a journal of the 
American Hospital Association. Maimonides is the 
only hospital in New York State to receive this dual 
honor.. .and we’ve done it two years in a row. 

Maimonides Medical Center. In an area where sec- 
onds count, we are second to none! 

* Hospitals & Health Networks July 2005 


Maimonides 

Medical Center 

idesmed.org (888)MMC-DOCS (662-3627) 


The only New York hospital named to the 
American Hospital Association’s “100 Most Wired” 
and “25 Most Wireless” lists. 
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The new ‘faitheists’ 

A growing number of non-believers still 
need a dose of that old-time religion 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Gina Duclayan lights 
one candle and then anoth- 
er and intones a familiar- 
sounding prayer. 

“Baruch ha-or ba-olam (ra- 
diant is the light within the 
world),” she says, closing her 
eyes and moving her hands 
from the candles to her chest, 
as if inviting in some higher 

“Baruch ha-or-ba-shabbat.” 

It is Friday night and 
Duclayan and husband Daniel 
Radosh are lighting Shabbos 
candles and saying a prayer 
over challah and wine (substi- 
tuting grape juice for wine, so 
their children can also par- 
take) like many Jewish cou- 
ples all over Brooklyn. 

But there is one main dif- 
ference: Duclayan and Radosh 
don’t believe in God. Call 
them “the new fatheists,” a 
growing number of Brook- 
lynites who are turned off to 
organized religion — there’s 
just too much “God begat 
this” and “God smote that” for 
them — yet still need spiritu- 
ality in their lives. 

Duclayan and Radosh do 
the normal Jewish rituals at 
their Windsor Terrace home 
(although their Shabbos 
prayer, however traditional- 
sounding, makes no mention 
of God) and attend services at 
the City Congregation in 
Manhattan. 

But if one doesn’t believe 
in God, why bother with for- 
mal rituals? 

“Our rituals have meaning, 
not because a God commands 
us to do them, but because 
they connect us to thousands 
of years of Jewish history and 
Jewish people,” Radosh says. 

“Humanistic Judaism” was 
founded decades ago by Ohio 
rabbi Sherwin Wine as a way 
of divorcing Judaism from 
God, yet keeping the tradi- 
tions. Duclayan and Radosh 
celebrate all the major holi- 
days, hold their own Seders 


and send their kids to Sunday 
school. They even had their 
son, Milo, circumcised — an 
operation the Torah describes 
as a covenant with God. 



Radosh dis- 
agreed: “We had Milo circum- 
cised as our covenant with the 
people who made that 
covenant with their God. It’s a 
powerful thing, 5,000 years of 
history.” 

There’s less history at the 
First Unitarian church in 
Brooklyn Heights — but just 
as much faitheism. The other 


day, there was even an atheist 
folding church newsletters in 
the basement. 

“I may not believe in God, 
but I want to be in a community 
that cares about social jus- 
,” said Katherine Laza- 
of Prospect Heights, 
who has belonged to the 
Unitarian church for 
^ 50 of her 85 God- 

less years. 

The Unitari- 
ans are a Christ- 
ian faith — and 
the Bible is a 
part of the serv- 
ices. But God is 
more of a histor- 
ical concept, a “fable,” as 
Lazarus put it, than a living su- 
per-being watching over — and 
passing judgment on — us. 

“The Bible is just one of our 
sources,” said the Rev. Char- 
lotte Cowtan, the interim minis- 
ter. “God did not speak one 
time in one place to one people 
and never again. The Bible 
shows us what it means to live 
up to who we can be. Mother 
Theresa did it. Gandhi did it. 


Martin Luther King Jr. did it.” 

She said most of her flock 
is drawn to the faith after be- 
ing bruised by other churches. 

“The worst things humans 
have done in history have 
been done in the name of God, 
church and religion, so people 
sometimes find it easier to say 
they don’t believe in God,” 
she said. “They don’t want to 
put their energy and faith into 
a concept that has caused so 
much damage.” 

But religion has inspired the 
best in Mankind, too. That’s 
what drives atheist Arthur 
Strimling to services at Kolot 
Chayeinu, a Jewish congrega- 
tion in Park Slope that’s so liber- 
al that the mission statement 
says, “Doubt can be an act of 
faith.” 

“My grandfather and father 
were staunch atheists, and so 
am I,” Strimling said. “But I 
am of the generation that saw 
Martin Luther King and other 
ministers defending the best 
values, with courage and forti- 
tude, in the name of God. 


“You don’t need God to do 
those things, but it proved to 
me that spiritual hunger is not 
something I wanted to fully 
extinguish in myself.” 

So when Rabbi Ellen Lipp- 
mann talks about the Torah, 
Strimling finds himself inter- 
ested, even if he doesn’t be- 


heading the Torah is about 
examination,” he said. “It’s a 
creative and humanizing pro- 
cess and I love that. In the 
Torah, God is a complicated 
idea If I believe in anything, it’s 
that humans’ hunger for God is 
so universal that it can’t be ig- 
nored. It must be in the DNA.” 
Or as atheist Lee Pardee, who 
attends Unitarian services, put it: 
“I may be an atheist, but I love 
singing in the chorus! 

“When I first joined this con- 
gregation, I was so pleased by 
the songs. There’s no God in 
them! It’s just like church, but 
all the words have been fixed,” 
Pardee added. 

“I can actually sing the 
hymns and believe in them.” 


Congregation Beth Elohim 

Garfield Temple TITIAN IT3 


Happy Passover to all! 

Come join us for this wonderful 
family event, with Len Levitt. 



Len Levitt, creator of the award-winning “Bubbe’s Boarding House” and “Alef...Bet... Blast- 
Off!” television shows will be at Congregation Beth Elohim for one performance only on 
Sunday, April 9, 2006 at 2:30 PM . Levitt has performed shows for Jewish holidays at 
synagogues and schools across the country for over 30 years. He has also performed puppets in 
moves like “Men in Black” and “Team America,” “The Flintstones,” and “Muppet- Vision 3D.” 
Tickets are $10 advance purchase. $12 at the door. 

Congregation Beth Elohim 

274 Garfield Place at 8th Ave., Park Slope • (718) 768-3814 


Giving it up: A Lenten poll 

Lent is supposed to be a time of spiritual awareness, but for the vast majority of Brooklyn Catholics, it's a time to lose 
some weight. The Brooklyn Papers asked dozens of people what they gave up during the 40 days of Lent and found 
that close to 80 percent are giving up a cherished food or drink. Other results in our unscientific survey include: About 
1 7 percent of Lenten fasters aren't Catholic; roughly 1 3 percent said they are honoring the notion that Jesus died for 
their sins by doing more charity work or improving themselves; a quarter said they aren't eating meat on Fridays, a long- 
standing tradition — while 21 percent said they're refraining from alcohol. — Compiled by Liz Cooper 

NAME 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

GIVING UP 

COMMENT 

Jessica 

Carroll Gardens 

Cheese 

"It's hard because 1 make it everyday!" (She works at a 
pasta shop.) 

Eric 

Carroll Gardens 

Alcohol 

"It's brutal. 1 always forget how hard it is." 

Ysabel 

Carroll Gardens 

Soda and candy 

"When you can't have it, it makes it rough. Soda is 
tough because 1 need the caffeine." 

Ines 

Brooklyn Heights 

Meat 

"You get used to it" 

Briana 

Carroll Gardens 

Cursing and sweets 

"Giving up sweets has been especially hard. 1 work in 
a bakery!" 


Don't Pass Over 

PASSOVER 

Join our seders! 



Meet new friends as the story of the 
Exodus unfolds through mystical, 
Kabalistic insights. Enjoy a sumptuous 
Seder feast with all the traditional 
delicacies - and hand-baked "Shmurah" 
Matzah and 4 cups of fine wine. 


FIRST SEDER 

Wed, April 12, 8:15pm 

following services at 7:15pm 
Led by Rabbi Aaron Raskin 


SECOND SEDER 

Thur, April 13, 8:15pm 

following services at 7:15pm 
Led by Rabbi Avrohom Chakoff 


$45 per Seder ($80 for both). Seniors $25 ($40). Students $1 8 ($36). 

Congregation B'nai Avraham of Brooklyn Heights 

117 Remsen St. between Clinton & Henry streets 
For reservations (or further information) call (718) 596-4840 ext. 11 


WITNESSES... 


Continued from page 1 
gitimate child of a Marriot hotel 
and a hospital for the ill-al-soul. 

Visitors often pop in, won- 
dering who lives, works and 
takes care of all of life’s little ne- 
cessities here. 

“We are definitely Chris- 
tians,” said Hemmelgam. “We 
believe the Bible was provided 


as a guide for humans. We be- 
lieve Jesus is the Son of God.” 

“If it’s not in the Bible, we 
won’t practice it. That’s why 
we don’t celebrate holidays or 
birthdays.” 

There is one, though. It is 
called the Memorial of Christ’s 
Death, which coincides with the 
Passover Seder — Jesus’s Last 


Supper — which this year falls 
on the evening of April 12. 

There are 6.6 million Wit- 
nesses worldwide and 95,000 
Kingdom Halls. Brooklyn was 
chosen as the faith’s home base 
in 1909 because its active port 
made it easy to find souls and 
ship literature around the world. 

The fundamental duty of all 
Jehovah’s Witnesses is to pros- 
elytize. 

“Every Witness, and every 
person who wants to become a 


Witness, has to become a 
preacher of the ‘Good News,’ 
said Hemmelgam. “You can’t 
be a Witness and not go door- 
to-door.” 

The Witnesses are aggressive 
in that pursuit. A huge, slowly 
revolving globe in the lobby un- 
derscores their urgency. After 
all, time is running short. 

We believe it [the end of the 
world] is very close,” said 
Hemmelgam. “I hope it comes 
within my lifetime.” 


Kane Street 

SYNAGOGUE 

A dynamic community of Jewish joy, learning and passion 

Conservative/Egalitarian 

Friday: 6:00 P.M. 
Saturday: 9:30 A.M. 

and 30 minutes before Sundown 

Sunday: 9:00 A.M 

Adult Ed. - Hebrew School - Preschool 


Kane Street Synagogue 

236 Kane Street (bet. Court and Clinton) 
Cobble Hill, Brooklyn • (718) 875-1550 

www.kanestreet.org 



St. John - 

St. Matthew-Emanuel 

The Lutheran Church of Park Slope 

Maundy Thursday, April 13 th 

Holy Communion, 10:45 am & 7:30 pm 
Good Friday, April 14th - 7:30 pm 
Living in the Shadow of the Cross 
original music, full choir, dance, 

Easter Sunday, April 16th 
Holy Communion, 1 1 :00 am 

Rev. David C. Parsons, PASTOR 
Rev. Richard A. Miller, PASTOR EMERITUS 

283 Prospect Ave. (5th & 6th 
718.768.0528 www.stjme.org 



Come join us as we celebrate 
/■ these Holy Days! 

HOLY THURSDAY, Thursday, April 13th 

8:00p.m. Solemn Mass of the Lords Supper 
GOOD FRIDAY, Friday April 14th 
10:00a.m. Morning Prayer 
3:00p.m. Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion 
with Veneration of the Cross 
7:30p.m. El Via Crucis en Espafiol 
HOLY SATURDAY, Saturday April 15th 
1:00p.m. Solemn Easter Vigil Mass 

EASTER SUNDAY, Sunday, April 16th 

9:30a.m. English Mass and Childrens Liturgy 
11:00a.m. Misa en Espafiol • 12:15p.m. English Mass 


St. Francis Xavier Roman Catholic Church 

Carroll Street and Sixth Avenue, Park Slope • 638-1880 


Every Shabbat is 
Open House at 
Union Temple 

The Union Temple family is happy to welcome you anytime, 
on Shabbat or at any of our other programs and events. Meet 
Rabbi Linda Henry Goodman, Student Cantor Rebecca Moses, 
and our members. Want to receive e-mails about events, adult ed 
programs, film screenings, and more? Just e-mail or give us a call 

We look forward to welcoming you! 

Friday Night Shabbat Services 8:15 p.m. 

First Friday each month 

Early Service & Pot Luck.Dinner 6:15 p.m. 

Saturday Morning Services 10:30 a.m. 

Shabbat Morning Adult Breakfast Study Hevre 9:00 a.m. 


UNION TEMPLE 

Reform Egalitarian Inclusive 

17 Eastern Parkway 
Across from the Brooklyn Public Library 
at Grand Army Plaza 

718-638-7600 

uniontemple@uniontemple.org 
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Congregation 
Mount Sinai 

250 Cadman Plaza West 

Brooklyn Heights, NY 11201 

(718) 875-9124 • Email: mountsinai250@aol.com 

The Synagogue With 
Something For Everyone 

The Mount Sinai family wishes you and your family a Zissen Passover 

Conservative/Egalitarian Services 
Friday: 6:30 PM & Saturday: 10:00 AM 
Minyan: Thursday: 7:30 AM 
Adult Ed. Hebrew School Preschool Programs 


Good Mormon to ya! 


By Liz Cooper 

for the Brooklyn Papers 

It’s a sunny, brisk week- 
day morning and Fulton 
Mall is already bustling. 
From clothes to electronics 
to books to cleansers, just 
about anything is being 
sold — including religion. 

Breaking from the pack of 
pedestrians are two fresh- 
faced young men, dressed in 


Holy Week at Historic 

St. Augustine Catholic Church 

Serving Park Slope, Prospect Heights, and Boerum Hill since 1870 

Passion Sunday, April 9 Procession with palms! St. Mark’s Passion 
Sat. 5:00 pm, 9:00 am, 10:30 Spanish, 12 noon, 1:30 pm Haitian 

Communal Penance Service, Monday, 7:30 pm 

The Easter Triduum 

Holy Thursday, Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 8:00 pm 
Adoration until midnight; sung Tenebrae at 11:30 pm 
Good Friday, The Way of the Cross, 1 1:00 am, outdoors 
Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion, 3:00 pm, Veneration of the Cross 
Holy Saturday, The Great Vigil of Easter, 8:00 pm 
Blessing of new fire! service of light! initiation sacraments 
Easter Sunday, 9:00 am, 10:30 Spanish, 12 noon, 1:30 pm Haitian 

Church Tour, Sunday, April 23, 3:30 pm. A guided look at the “ Cathedral of 
ik Park Slope”, the 1888 Parfitt Brothers masterpiece, a Victorian Gothic wonder; 

l HH Locke and Tiffany glass, marble and bronze statuary and mosaics by J. Massey 

W Rhind, Gorham, Charles Hall, Kilgen pipe organ. 680 angels await you! 

Located at Sixth Avenue and Sterling Place, Park Slope 
’ H 718-783-3132, www.staugustineparkslope.org All Welcome! 


dark suits and wearing back- 
packs — Mormon missionar- 
ies starting another day of sell- 
ing religion to busy, and 
outspoken, Brooklynites. 

“I’ve been watching a lot of 
stuff about you guys that I 
don’t agree with,” says a 
young woman to one of the 
missionaries, Elder Clawson, 
19, from Idaho. Clawson 
makes his pitch again, sug- 
gesting that she come to 
church to find out for herself 
if the Mormon faith is right 
for her and her family. 

He hands her some literature, 
which she takes before scurry- 
ing across the street. Clawson 
could he discouraged, but then 
again, at least she listened. Such 
a reaction is par for this course 
for the missionaries (who are all 
called “Elders”). 

“We get a 90-percent turn- 
down rate in Carroll Gardens 
and Cobble Hill when we invite 
people to church,” Clawson 
says as he walks up Court Street 
with his fellow missionary El- 
der Lee, a native of Korea “But 
once we turn the comer at Ful- 
ton, then people start listening.” 

He and Kim, 24, cross the 
threshold onto the gritty Fulton 
bazaar, and, sure enough, the 
first man they come across 
smiles kindly and takes their lit- 
erature. Then, a street vendor 
nearby exclaims, “What you are 
doing is a beautiful thing, God 
bless you. I watch you every 
Sunday on BET — Jimmy 
Swaggart!” Um, Swaggart isn’t 
affiliated with the Mormons, 
and their services aren’t on 
BET, but regardless, this Brook- 
lynite makes the Elders’ day. 

As noon approaches, the 
missionaries work in rapid 
succession — falling into step 
with one pedestrian after an- 
other, taking the divide-and- 
conquer approach, engaging 



Elder Kim (r) and Elder Clawson are Mormons on a mission on Brooklyn's Fulton Mall. 


in small talk, breaking the ice 
with a happy “Good morning, 
I’d like to invite you and your 
family to our church this Sun- 
day.” Most decline or ignore. 

Non-whites and women tend 
to respond more favorably to 
the Elders’ pitch — most proud- 
ly declaring that they “already 
go to church on Sundays.” To 
the missionaries, this isn’t a de- 
terrent. Even though many al- 
ready have a religious loyalty, 
they appear to be up for grabs, 
as a dozen not only ask for di- 
rections to the church, but also 
willingly provide their phone 
numbers for follow-up. 

The missionaries prefer to 
patrol busy areas during day- 
light hours and go door-to- 
door in the evening, with fol- 
low-up appointments scheduled 


Hand Baked 
Shmurah Matzah 




for your Passover Seder 


A Gift from Chabad of Park Slope/Prospect Heights 


igredients of which (the flour and water) a 


Shmurah means watched, and it is an apt description of this Matzah, the i 
watched from the moment of harvesting and drawing. 
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zot mitzvah"— “We are doing this for the sake of the mitzvah of Matzah." It is thus fitting to use Shmurah Matzah on each 
of the two Seder nights for the Matzot of the Seder plate. 
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to arrange delivery of your complimentary Matzah 
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throughout the day. 

By 6 pm. Elder Obom, 20, 
from Montana, and Elder Lee, 
from Korea, are at the Mid- 
wood branch of the Church, 
waiting for a gentleman who 
has agreed to meet to leam 
more about the Mormon reli- 
gion. After 30 minutes and 
several attempts to reach him 
on his cellphone, it seems that 
he has developed cold feet. 

quickly and set out for the resi- 
dential areas. They hit Flatbush 
and Ditmas Park, and after sev- 


eral attempts to buzz their way 
into a generic brick apartment 
building on Ocean Avenue, 
they enter behind a tenant on 
his way in (how New York). 
The building is dimly lit and, 
by the sounds of the elevator as 
it made its way to the top floor, 
in need of some fixing-up. 

The halls are filled with the 
sounds of playing children and 
the smells of various national 
cuisines wafting from behind 
closed doors. The missionaries 
— always traveling in pairs for 
safety reasons — ring each 



Crackin' 

wise 


We asked the Dean of the legendary 
Friar's Club, Freddie Roman, for his 
favorite religious anecdote, and this 
is what he came up with: 

By Freddie Roman 

Thousands 
Sr _ of years 
1 , ■ ago, the 
e. '' Jewish peo- 

ple proved to 
the world how self-de- 
structive we really are. 
For 2,000 years, on the Passover hol- 
iday, we have eaten matzoh. For 
2,000 years, that matzoh went no 
further in our digestive systems than 
our stomachs. 

And why did we eat matzoh? That’s 
a marvelous story. Because thousands 
of years ago, when the Jews had to 
leave Egypt in a hurry, Yul Brynner 
was chasing us. They’re always chas- 
ing us, that’s why we wear yarmulkes 
— we’re ready to go. 

And when they chased us, the 
Egyptians were in chariots and we 
were running. We were running be- 
cause we didn’t know that God 
could part the sea. If we knew that, 
we would’ve walked slowly. We like 
to sight-see, especially if it’s includ- 
ed in the package. 

But they were chasing us! We had 
no time to wait for bread to rise. So for 
eight days in the desert, we ate un- 
leavened bread or matzoh. Which 
is why I now understand why 
Moses said, ‘Let my people go!” 


bell, and sometimes residents 
open the door a crack. 

“Hello, it’s the missionar- 
ies, we’re with the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, and we were hoping to 
come in and share a special 
message with you,” Lee says. 

There is an awful echo, so 
they have to speak slowly and 
clearly. There is usually a pause 
and then the silence comes to 
an abmpt end as a polite, but 
firm “No, thank you!” bounces 
between the cement walls in 
the empty corridor. 

For the next hour, the mis- 
sionaries are successful in get- 
ting just a few people to open 
their doors, but most politely 
decline to hear what they have 

One tenant, originally from 
the Caribbean, engages in reli- 
gious chatter, but remains in his 
doorway, a clear exit strategy. 
He was raised as a Roman 
Catholic — “Which doesn’t 
mean I’m a good Christian” — 
and expresses his frustrations 
with existing religions. 

“How am I to know which 
is the right one? It becomes 
confusing,” he says. 

Elder Obom and the tenant 
launch into a non-confrontation- 
al volley of scriptures, spewing 
questions and answers so quick- 
ly that it becomes dizzying. Af- 
ter 10 minutes, it finally comes 
to an end with the tenant accept- 
ing literature, but making no 
promises. But he does give part- 
ing words of advice and encour- 
agement to the missionaries: 
“Preach, give them the mes- 
sage, then go to God and He’ll 
guide you.” 

Another tenant a 26-year-old 
mother from Guyana, agrees to 
hear them out, but the two male 
missionaries won’t go into her 
home since there isn’t a male 
present. At first they suggest she 
come to the church, but on sec- 
ond thought, suggest the hall- 
way; it’s been a long day — the 
chance of ending it on a positive 
note is too good to pass up. 

Elder Obom begins the ses- 
sion discussing God, how He 
helps us make decisions regard- 
ing family and life, and how He 
hasn’t given up on us. While the 
missionary speaks of love and 
happiness, the woman’s 2-year- 
old daughter fusses in the hall- 
way, vying for her mother’s at- 
tention. Elder Lee then takes 
over and recites the history of 
the Mormon prophet Joseph 
Smith, and how the Church be- 
gan. The encounter looks prom- 
ising, as the woman’s phone 
rings and she ignores the possi- 
ble escape route. 

After 20 minutes, though, it 
all comes to an anti-climatic 
end when she says she works 
on Sundays and can’t make it to 
the necessary weekly services 
that could lead to eventual bap- 
tism into the church. They’ve 
lost her. 

At 8:30 pm, the Elders pack 
up their Bibles and head 
home. In a long day of hawk- 
ing their faith, they made no 
major religious breakthroughs 
or “saved” any souls. But fac- 
ing down indifference, hostili- 
ty and everything in between 
is all in a day’s work for a 
Brooklyn missionary. 
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Need a new faith? You better shop around 



connection 

People seeking to join a 
new congregation often say 
they want a personal relation- 
ship to God. But one man’s 
personal relationship to God is 
another man’s supernatural 
nonsense. 

Thankfully, there is a lot of 
middle ground — congrega- 
tions that borrow from varied 
traditions and mix things up 
with meditation, African 
drumming, folk music, litera- 
ture, and even Eastern philos- 

“We recharge everyone’s 
batteries,” says Lay Associate 
Beth Waltemath of First Pres- 
byterian Church in Brooklyn 
Heights. “We put lots of effort 
into the music and look at dif- 
ferent traditions.” 

Community 

A sense of community — a 
connection to, and support 
from, others — is the prime 
reason people religion-shop. 

“People are looking for a 
community that is deeper than 


Connecticut Muffin, deeper 
than birthday parties for the 
kids, says Pastor Daniel 
Meeter of Old First Reformed 
Church in Park Slope. “They 
are looking for a community 
that can accept failure, loss, 
and grief.” 

They are also looking for so- 
cial connections. “This is the 
generation that invented going 
to the prom in groups,” adds 
Pastor David Fisher, of Ply- 
mouth Church in Brooklyn 
Heights. “They want to go 
through life with friends — 
people who share their interests, 
their neighborhood, their val- 

Catholics don’t have it so 

“A lot of people who grow 
up Catholic just go to their 
parish,” says a Park Slope 
mother of two, who was 
raised Cathohc and received a 
religious education. 

While Cathohc rituals and 
Mass are often similar from 


church to church, some 
Catholics have very specific 
criteria and do shop around. 
Pat Preblick, a television pub- 
heist, wanted a church that 
was pro-choice and pro-gay. 
“As a liberal Democrat, I 
wanted a community where I 
would feel comfortable,” says 
Preblick. When she moved to 
Windsor Terrace, she found it 
at St. Francis Xavier on Sixth 
Avenue in Park Slope, even 
though it was more traditional 
tban her previous churches. 

“The music and the archi- 
tecture touched my heart,” she 
says. “I met people who didn’t 
necessarily share my exact 
point of view, but that’s okay.” 

What I grew 
up with 

If comfort and continuity is 
on your wish list, you may be 
looking for what you had as a 
child. 

“What I really want is a pro- 
gressive congregation and the 


God has 1,000 faces 

Belief in a God or gods is practically as old as humanity itself. But the notion of what "God" is varies dramatically. The Brooklyn Papers asked 
religious leaders and their congregants (and at least an atheist or two, just for fun) what "God" is to them. 

— Compiled by Steve Lastoe, Gersh Kuntzman, Amanda Kludt, Ariella Cohen, Liz Cooper and Dana Rubinstein 

PERSON 

FAITH 

WHAT GOD IS TO HIM/HER 

Rev. Charlotte Cowtan 

First Unitarian 
Congregational Society, 
Brooklyn Heights 

"When 1 use the word 'God,' 1 am talking about the ultimate powers of the uni- 
verse. Some may call that the spirit of life, the creative power, the energy from the 
Big Bang. 1 don't care what terminology you use. 'God' is shorthand for the reali- 
ties that are beyond my understanding." 

Minister Renaldo Watkis 

House of the Lord 
Pentecostal Church 

"God means life; all other theories don't measure up to nothing." 

Bishop Jared Thompson 

Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, Park 
Slope Ward 

"God is my Heavenly Father." (Thompson repeated the answer when asked to 
clarify) 

Dennis Middlebrooks 

Atheist 

"God is a cultural phenomenon. 1 don't ridicule it. 1 don't put it down. But we 
should all basically accept reason, science and use a rational approach to life." 

Meisee Yuen 

Member, Dorje Ling 
Buddhist Center 

"Buddha is the greatest teacher we have ever known. He knows more about the 
human mind than any psychiatrist or psychologist. He is the supreme enlightened 

Bryce Hemmelgarn 

Tour Guide and Jehovah's 
Witness 

"God is love. ..and that's why He created man. He is the sovereign [and] there's no 
one higher. He has the right to rule, and He plans to have his original purposes re- 
alized soon in the future. His original purpose was to have this planet inhabited by 
perfect humans, the way he originally created them [but] Adam and Eve intro- 
duced sin into humans." 

Rabbi Ellen Lippmann 

Kolot Chayeinu, Park Slope 

"1 believe there is a force in the universe that, yeah, got the ball rolling and contin- 
ues to sort of provide the lifeforce in the universe. The truth is 1 also behave as if, 
in some instances, 1 also believe in a very personal God who interacts with us indi- 
vidually. 1 pray like that." 

Anthony Stevens-Arroyo 

Director, Religion in 
Society and Culture, 
Brooklyn College 

"1 conceive of God as the all-absorbing, invisible force of all things. God for me is 
Trinitarian: father, son and Holy Spirit. As in the prayer of St. Patrick, 1 feel God on 
my right side and on my left, behind and forward, above and below me." 

Chief Dayo Ologon 

Santeria priest 

"God is supreme energy." 

John Lennon 

Late Beatle 

"God is a concept by which we measure our pain. I'll say it again. God is a con- 
cept by which we measure our pain." 
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music I grew up with,” says a 
Prospect Heights mom, who is a 
member of Union Temple, a 
Reform synagogue on Eastern 
Parkway. “I miss the old Eastern 
European chants I heard as a 
kid.” 

But what if you have terri- 
ble memories of boring Satur- 
days at synagogue or endless 
Sunday mornings at church? A 
Park Slope graphic designer 
with one child discovered that 
her husband, a lawyer, hated 
synagogue as a child and had 
no intention passing on the 
“torture” to his daughter. 

“He has an adverse physical 
reaction when he has to go to 
temple,” his wife says. 

But last Rosh Hashanah, 
she convinced him to attend 
the children’s service at the 
Park Slope Jewish Center, a 
Conservative congregation 
that is lively, low-key, unpre- 
tentious, and child-friendly. 

“He was pleasantly sur- 
prised,” she reports. “He said, 
‘This isn’t anything like what I 
grew up with.’” 


Brain candy 

For some, it’s all about the 
sermon. You need a rabbi, 
minister, or priest who is intel- 
lectually stimulating — some- 
one who will shed light on the 
Big Questions: life, death, and 
the existence of God, as well 
as the state of the world. 

In the eight months since 
Rabbi Micah Kelber took over 
the Bay Ridge Jewish Center, 
a Conservative congregation, 
he has created a serious envi- 
ronment for learning. Mem- 
bers are invited to study Torah 
with him on Tuesday nights. 
“We read every single word in 
English. And we don’t move 
on until everyone has thought 
about it,” he says. 

Rabbi Tab Frankel, of the 
Chabad of Brownstone Brook- 
lyn, also conducts his Torah 
study classes on Tuesdays — 
but his group meets over beer at 
a Prospect Heights bar. 

Child friendly 

This being Brooklyn — 
home of the “Stroller Mani- 
festo” — child friendliness can 
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be a deal-maker or breaker. 
Some families have been 
forced to choose between then 
church and then kids because 
so few congregations offer 
day care during services. 
There’s no way to concentrate 
on a sermon with a toddler 
whining, “I’m bored!” 

First Presbyterian Church in 
Brooklyn Heights prides itself on 
its child-friendly atmosphere. 
“Babies cry. Parents walk back 
and forth on the side aisle,” says 
Waltemath. “That might ruffle 
someone’s feathers in other 
churches, but we welcome chil- 
dren and we trust that the parents 
will know when to step in.” 

Education 

Even some atheists join 
congregations — if only to get 
their kids into top nursery 
schools, several churches and 
synagogues said. 

Beyond that, at Kolot 
Chayeinu, a (very) Reform 
congregation in Park Slope, 
the kids meet once a week for 
lessons in Hebrew, Jewish his- 
tory, and social action — 
which culminates in an annual 
interfaith peace march over 
the Brooklyn Bridge. 

Some churches, like Old 
First Reformed Church and 
First Pilgrim in Brooklyn 
Heights, offer children’s servic- 
es that include arts and crafts, 
videos and music. They, like 
many local congregations, are 
in the process of setting up day 
care for younger children. 

Social action 

You say you want a revolu- 
tion? Social action seems to 
be a high priority at most 
houses of worship. In addition 
to working to improve the 
lives of the elderly and home- 
less in their community, the 
Kane Street Synagogue and 
the Old First Reformed 
Church have been outspoken 
about the situation in Darfur 
(Nicholas Kristof would be so 
proud). 

A concern for humanitarian 
issues is key at First Presby- 
terian Church in Brooklyn 
Heights, too. 

“We connect faith to what’s 
going in the world,” says Wal- 
temath. “For us, it’s about 
your whole view of the world 
and how we respond.” 

St. Gabriel's Episcopal 
Church, an Afro-Caribbean 
congregation in Prospect Lef- 
ferts Gardens, is a member 
Community Action Project, an 
interfaith group that recently 
sponsored a forum on immi- 
gration and marched in Wash- 
ington. 

The Outsiders 

People who’d rather read 
Nietzsche than the Bible still 
have some choices. 

A year ago, Pastor Joe Hays 
established Christ Church for 
Brooklyn, a small congregation 
for people who’ve been turned 
off by institutional religion that 
meets on Sunday evenings at 
the Third Avenue YWCA. 

“I think New Yorkers want 
three things: authenticity, a 
place to experience sacred 
moments, and a place that 
takes seriously the injustices 
of the world,” says Hays. 

Those who break out in 


hives at church or temple can 
also check out a Quaker Meet- 
ing at the Friends Meeting 
House — right around the cor- 
ner from the Brooklyn House 
of Detention. Meetings begin in 
silence and there’s no minister. 
It’s all very direct: if you feel 
moved to speak, go ahead. 

How about a movie? At All 
Souls Baptist Church, a Unitari- 
an ecumenical congregation in 


Kensington, unconventional Pas- 
tor Tom Martinez shows movie 
clips on Sunday (and he has 
great taste, having shown 
“Whale Rider,” “Waking Ned 
Devine,” “Grand Canyon,” and 
“The Mission”). 

“With the movies, I am ask- 
ing: where do these religious 
teachings about justice and love 
intersect with the 21st centu- 
ry?” he asks. 


Tips for finding 
the right pew 

The Brooklyn Papers 

EXPLORE: Ask your friends, look on the Inter- 
net, see what's within walking distance of where 
you live. 

WINDOW SHOP: Attend services at different 
churches or synagogues. Compare the sermons, 
the music, the style of worship, and the sense of 
community. 

TAKE A MEETING: Meet with the clergy in 
charge. Do you feel a connection with the person 
who is in the pulpit every week? Is this someone 
you could turn to in a crisis? 

TALK TO PEOPLE: Get coffee with a member of 
a congregation to find out if you would feel com- 
fortable as a member of this community? 

DON'T BELIEVE THE HYPE: Mission state- 
ments and Web sites are just advertising. Compare 
the reality to the reputation by asking questions. 

DON'T FEEL PRESSURED: Most clergy expect 
people to attend services as non-members for 
three to five years before they actually feel com- 
fortable enough to join. 

GO WITH YOUR GUT: Choosing a place to wor- 
ship is as personal as you are. When you find the place 
that's right for you, you'll know it. — Crawford 

Muslims focus 
on mosques 

The Brooklyn Papers 

How do the many Muslims in Brooklyn find a 
place to worship? 

“When they move here, they reach out to the mosque in 
the area and stay connected,” says John Abu-Habib, a Bay 
Ridge community leader who is originally from Lebanon. 

In addition to being a religious center, the mosque is the 
center of community life. “When someone from the Mid- 
dle East settles in Brooklyn, one of the first things he does 
is fmd a mosque,” says Habib. 

But there’s very tittle shopping around for a house of 
worship among Muslims. Immigrants from the Middle 
East tend to gravitate, by word of mouth, to a mosque 
made up of other people from their home country. 

The Islamic Society of Bay Ridge, a thriving mosque 
where several thousand Muslims worship, has a nursery 
school, a bookstore, classes in the Koran and daily lec- 
tures. Most of its members are Palestinian. 

The Farouk Mosque on Atlantic Avenue used to be pri- 
marily Palestinian, Lebanese, and Syrian. But now many 
of its members are from Yemen. 

Sheik Rata Shata, the iman of the Islamic Society, is not 
just a religious figure. He is involved in every way with 
the lives of his congregants. “He helps with social issues. 
Divorce. Fights between a husband and wife. Immigration 
problems,” says Habib. He is called upon to help immi- 
grants adjust to their strange, new lives in the U.S. 

Second-generation Muslim-Americans, those bom 
here, still stay close to the mosque. 

“It’s because they are educated in the religious 
schools,” says Habib. “People really don’t leave their fam- 
ily mosque unless they move away.” — Crawford 
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Choosing my religion 


We Print Stuff 

0 

Recycled Papers 

Vegetable and 
Soy Inks 

Chemical-Free 

Production 

P 

ROLLING PRESS 

Brochures 

an environmentally-friendly 

Postcards 

boutique print house 


Catalogs 

Magazines 

718 625 6800 T 

718 625 0669 F 

Marketing 

www.rollingpress.com 

Collateral 

[ 15 Denton Place Park Slope Brooklyn 11215] 

Etc. 


By Nica Lalli 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

I can never run for elected 
office. Not that I have political 
aspirations beyond being the 
president the Parent Teacher 
Association at my children’s 
school. But if I did, I wouldn’t 
have a shot ... no way. 

It isn’t because I have a 
criminal record. It isn’t because 
I’m dumb or can’t speak intel- 
lectually about the issues. It’s 
because I am non-religious. 

I am Nothing. 


I have no religion. Never 
did. When I was seven, I began 
to wonder what all my little 
friends were doing on weekend 
mornings in those big buildings 
with the fancy windows. So I 
asked my parents — Mom was 
a non-religious Jew and Dad 
was a lapsed Catholic — a sim- 
ple question: “What are we?” 

I was secretly hoping that 
they would tell me we were 
Catholic because my best friend 
was having her first commun- 
ion and she had gotten a new 
white dress and a veil. 
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Instead, in a moment of per- 
fect 1970s hipness, my parents 
told me that we were Nothing. 

I was crushed, not only be- 
cause the veil would have 
looked so good over my stringy 
brown hair, but because I felt 
that nothing was beinglessness. 
Plus, I feared that if there was 
anyone “up there” — and I said I 
didn’t believe in “him” — I 
wouldn’t get in. I wasn’t really 
Nothing, 1 was mostly Doubt 
and Guilt. 

I spent my early adult years 
avoiding religion. Even when I 
went to Italy, I didn’t enter any 
churches (as an art major, that 
was quite a feat). I crossed 
Christmas off my calendar and 
got married by a judge (to my 
atheist husband). I was no 


nil 




law, who was a true cheerleader 
for Christ. She told me that we 
were all broken, that man was 
inherently sick and that God 
sent us his only son to heal us. 
She also pointed out that her 
God was the only God to ever 
sacrifice his son, which made 
him a super-God, and made 
Christianity the only real reli- 
gion. I wondered why she 
couldn’t just accept me for what 
I was, even if I was Nothing. 

She said I wasn’t nothing; I 
was something — I was 
“wrong.” 

Her problem is that she mis- 
took Nothingness for Empti- 
ness. I am not empty of spirit: I 


believe in things. 

I believe you are here and then 
you are gone. I believe in taking 
control of one’s own destiny, and 
not blaming everyone else when 
you fail. I believe in a beautifully 
turned double-play. I believe in 
moving on when you fail. I be- 
lieve in me. Yoko and me. 

Now, I have taken back the 
very notion of Nothing — I own 
the word instead of ran from it. 
As for the Wrong part, well I 
just try to prove to my in-laws 
that I am nicer than they are. I 
smile bigger at family events, 
help out in the kitchen more and 
buy bigger presents for the 
nephews. If I can’t be right, at 
least I can be better. 

Now that I am comfortable 
with being Nothing, I can cele- 




CHECKIN' IN WITH ... 


Our first annual 
interfaith lovefest 
edition 

Call them "The God Squad, " call them "The Bible 
Brothers" or call them the Laurel and Hardy of mod- 
ern theocracy, but you'd be hard-pressed to find an 
interfaith duo with more devoted fans than Rabbi 
Gerald Weider (at right, bottom) of Congregation 
Beth Elohim and his partner in sublime. Pastor Daniel 
Meeter (at right, top) of Old First Reformed Church. 
Both Park Slope institutions pride themselves on a 
liberal approach — but Weider and Meeter take it 
even further, actually holding Bible study classes to- 
gether. Weider has been at Beth Elohim for 28 years 
and is retiring in July, while Meeter has been at Old 
First for four years. They both checked in with Gersh 
Kuntzman this week. 



Q: How can two guys of different faiths 
do Bible study sessions together? 

Gerald Weider: It’s simple. We relate to the 
same texts. They’re part of our shared reli- 
gious traditions. True, we look at them from 
a slightly different angle, but we can appre- 
ciate how we arrive at different conclusions. 
Daniel Meeter: For example, we looked at 
the idea of the Messiah. Clearly, it means 
different things for Jews and for Christians, 
but the different perspectives are almost the 
point. It’s like looking through a window 
from two different sides. 

Q: But aren't Judaism and Christiani- 
ty constantly at war over doctrine? 
GW: I don’t like the idea of a war. It’s a 
question of interpretation. I don’t see enmity 
in difference of mterpretauon. 

Q: Ever hear of the Crusades? 

DM: Gerry and I are different because we 
believe Christianity and Judaism need each 
other. 

Q: Yes, but you disagree over the 
Messiah. 

DM: True, we believe that Jesus was the 
Messiah. 

Q: Rabbi, I don't want to put words 
in your mouth, but I take it you don't 
subscribe to that. 

GW: No, but I understand how Christians 
get there. And I can see that believing in Je- 
sus as the Messiah is a valid affirmation of a 
person’s faith. 

Q: And you call yourself a rabbi? Isn't 
Jesus a false Messiah? 

GW: I don’t like the word “false.” Jews also 


believe in a Messiah, we just believe that he 
has not come yet. For Christians, he has, but 
unfortunately, the world did not accept it, so 
hopefully he will come back again. 

DM: So for both religions, the Messiah sto- 
ry remains incomplete. That’s why Paul said 
the relationship between Christianity and Ju- 
daism is still evolving. 

Q: How about if I throw this one at 
you: Why does God allow bad things 
to happen at all? Do you have com- 
mon ground on that? 

GW: Actually, yes. We looked at the story 
of Job for a discussion of how people’s 
faiths are tested. We read the speech where 
Job actually damns God and compared it to 
something that was written during the Holo- 
caust which said almost the same thing. The 
common ground was that whether you are a 
Christian or a Jew, you can see how power- 
ful it is to have your faith tested, yet not lose 
that faith. 

DM: I looked at Jesus and how he embod- 
ied Job. Christians have this peculiar thing 
about suffering being redemptive 

Q: Peculiar? That's a Seder at my par- 
ent's house — without the redemp- 
tion. But moving on, why does God 
allow suffering at all? 

GW: The answer is that God has nothing to 
do with a lot of this suffering. But we turn to 
God for help, support and strength when 
faced with suffering. God is almost like a 
cheerleader on the side who gives you the 
strength to go on. 

Q: Cheerleader? Do the Dallas Cow- 
girls know? 


brate Christmas (who doesn’t 
like a birthday party?) and even 
enter churches when I visit Italy 
(they got nice art in those 
places!). 

But there’s still that higher 
office thing. This is America, af- 
ter all, so if I did ever run, I’d 
have to omit the God Bless 
America at the end of my 
speeches and not attend prayer 
breakfast fundraisers. But if I 
did manage to eek out a victory 
(my opponent was a child mo- 
lester, right?), I would never try 
to legislate that there is no God. 
There are too many politicians 
around who want to legislate 
that there is one. 

Nica Lalli ’s memoir, Nothing, 
will be published in spring 2007 
by Prometheus Books. 
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Congregation 
Mount Sinai 

250 Cadman Plaza W. 
Conservative/Egalitarian 

718-875-9124 

Friday Eve Services 6:30pm 


Union 

Temple 

Park Slope's Friendliest Reform 
Congregation 

SHABBAT SERVICES: 

First Friday monthly 


638-7600 

Congregation 
Kol Israel 

603 St. Johns Place 


PARK SLOPE 
JEWISH CENTER 


Adult Ed 0 Hebrew School 
Rabbi Carie Carter 
Park Slope's Egalitarian, 


Shabbat Shalom! 

Presented by 

B'nai Avraham 

of Brooklyn Heights 
1 17 Remsen St. *596-4840 
Rabbi Aaron Raskin 

Candle 
Lighting 

Tzav Shabbat 
HaGadol 

Fri.. April 7. before 7:08pm 

Passover 

Fri., April 14, before 7:16pn 



It’s A Blast 
from the Past! 



at the New York Hall of Science 

April weekends and holiday week 


Month-long Groovy Activities Include: 

• The Inflatable Maze & the Hall of Mirrors and Light 

• Outta Sight Virtual Screens & Groovy Toy Stations 

• The Psychedelic Green Screen Experience 

• Rockin’ Rockets and the Paper Airplane 
Engineering Challenge 

• PLUS 60s-era Muscle Cars, Tie Dyes 
and Lava Lamps! 
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Brooklyn's best gospel churches 



By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Some churches don’t 
play music during services 
because music can lead to 
dancing. At Brooklyn’s gos- 
pel congregations, dancing 
is the whole point. 

Brooklyn is home to a 
menagerie of dazzling choirs 
— singers with vocal chords 
to make Patti LaBelle envious, 
drummers who know how to 
get even a Jewish wallflower 
from the suburbs on the floor, 
and bassists who can make the 
people rejoice and fear God at 
the same time. 

Over the course of several 
Sundays, The Brooklyn Pa- 
pers visited several of Down- 
town’s liveliest churches and 
found that a “gospel tourist” 
with a clean heart (a clean 
shirt helps, too) is always wel- 
come, whether he is “into Je- 

Most famous among Down- 
town churches is the Brooklyn 
Tabernacle, an enormous mar- 
ble-fronted house of God on 
Fulton Street between Jay 
Street and Red Hook Lane. 

The non-denominational 
Christian Revival church 
moved from Flatbush Avenue 
in 2002 and since it settled 
Downtown, the renovated 
1918 building — one of the 
borough’s largest public 
spaces — has become a place 
see and be seen on a Sunday. 


Smartly dressed people of 
all style of hat line up each 
week for the church’s two 
services. The arena-style 
church seats 4,000, but arrive 
early if you want to grab one 
of the velvet-backed chairs. 
Otherwise, you’ll have to beg 
an usher to find you an empty 
one in the second-to-last row. 

If you’re lucky, you’ll get 
to hear the choir live. Problem 
is, the four-time Grammy 
Award winning choms travels 
so much that the church some- 
times screens a movie of the 


prayer service — the same 
one available for sale in the 
church’s high-ceilinged lobby. 

If you don’t want to risk 
seeing a movie of a church 
service, smaller congregations 
Downtown offer more inti- 
mate experiences. 

At the Baptist Temple on 
Schermerhom Street, 250 peo- 
ple from all over the city pray 
together under the 19th-centu- 
ry church’s soaring dome. The 
pink-skinned pastors depicted 
on the church’s stained-glass 
windows show the church’s 


history as a place for Brook- 
lyn’s white elite, but now led 
by Pastor Gus Rodriguez, the 
old church has gained a wider 
reach among Spanish-speak- 
ing Brooklynites. 

Like many churches in 
Brooklyn, the choir there is 
heavily influenced by Calyp- 
so, as well as other contempo- 

In fact, one drummer in the 
church’s “Worship Team” 
counts Nirvana drummer 
Dave Grohl as an influence. 

“You bring everything into 
what you play at church,” said 
15-year-old drummer Julian 
Cruz. “I hear God when I 
drum, I hear ‘Amazing Grace,’ 
but I also hear rock and con- 
temporary Christian music.” 

All the churches visited by 
The Brooklyn Papers use a 
five-piece drum set, a piano, a 
bass and at least one guitar. 
Vocalists, mostly female, con- 
tributed soaring leads. 

The Baptist Temple boasts 
one of the city’s only working 
pipe organs while the House 
of the Lord Church on Atlantic 
Avenue in Boerum Hill rocked 
out with an electric organ. 

Inside the Rev. Herbert 
Daughtry’s airy space, politi- 
cally engaged sermonizing 
mixes with body-shaking 

On a recent Sunday, a 
singer praised God for healing 
her son’s injured shoulder 
while an organist and drum- 


mer kept churchgoers sway- 
ing. The music, as well as the 
Daughtry’s sermon, were 
worth a visit from anywhere. 

“We believe in holistic min- 
istry,” said Minister Renaldo 
Watkis. “Our concern is not 
only getting to heaven but ad- 
dressing critical issues, the jus- 
tice and injustice, that affects 
people in life.” 

Located above a hardware 
store, the By Way and Hedges 
Youth for Christ Ministry of- 
fered a clutch of contemplation 
— albeit a fast-tempoed con- 
templation — amidst the busde 
of Utica Avenue in East Flat- 
bush. As with House of the 
Lord, politics and drums take 
the stage together, with song 
and sermonizing coming in 
equal measure. 

At By Way and Hedges, the 
drummers kept a rock-steady 
Calypso beat and small kids 
danced in their chairs. 

One congregant asked God 
to pass the necessary wisdom 
onto the local elected officials. 
A minister reported on a rally 
for gun control the previous 

In the past year, the church 
has received visits from Coun- 
cilwoman Yvette Clake (D- 
Flatbush), Assemblyman Nick 
Perry (D-Flatbush), Council- 
man David Yassky (D-Brook- 
lyn Heights) and Borough 
President Markowitz. 

Markowitz was, of course, 
dancing. 
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FURNITURE FOR HOME & OFFICE 

London's calling! 

Closeout prices too good to ignore! 



London Sofa 85.5 x 39 x 37"h »i44>9»sugg. retail s 899"sale $ 699" With ad! 
Full Sleeper 68 x 39 x 37"h retail * 1099 "sale $ 799" With ad! 

Mini-King Sleeper 85.5 x 39 x 37"h ’4499 >s sugg. retail s 1199 "saie $ 899" with ad! 
Comes in beige fabric with 2 coordinating toss pillows. 

Open the door to great savings. 

NOW OPEN IN BROOKLYN! 

Showroom & Clearance Center 
475 Atlantic Avenue Between 3rd and Nevins. 
(718) 237-6888 M-Sat: 10-7,Thurs: 10-8, Sun: 11-6 

Quantities limited. Closeout: sold as is, final sale. Not applicable to prior orders. Valid in Brooklyn only. 


HE-BREWS... 

Continued from page 1 

At most sessions, Tali’s 21 -year-old wife, Chandi, sits beside 
him in a colorful long skirt with her hair covered in a fabric wrap, 
not a wig as is typical among Orthodox women. At a recent gath- 
ering, she greeted the two non-practicing women with a kiss on 
the cheek. Tali, however, didn’t respond when one of the women 
reaches for his hand. 

“I never know if I am allowed to shake,” chimed in a male 

The beer hadn’t even kicked in, but the incident prompted the 
first “debate” of the evening. 

“When can a man touch a woman who is not his wife?” asked 
one of the non-practicing females. 

Tali responded after a chug of beer and gave an answer that 
most rabbis are too insecure to give, “It’s very complicated,” he 
said. “I’ll ask another rabbi. I may not always have the answer. 
That’s also why we have group discussions. Someone else may 

An Orthodox female made her case — “If the woman extends 
her hand, then the man should shake it” — and Tali agreed. 

Two hours and two rounds of beer later, Chandi and the other 
Orthodox women headed home. 

“Dude, I have to relieve our baby-sitter,” she told Tali (dude? 
— in a keepah?). The men and the skeptical women continued 
with fresh pitchers. 

“Maybe this is stupid, but what if a woman doesn’t get mar- 
ried. Is that against anything?” asked a non-believing female. 

Instead of giving the old “be fruitful and multiply” speech 
which would alienate her, Tali tried to meet the questioner in her 
world, not his. 

“The reason we get married is to pass tradition to the next gen- 
eration,” he said. “I came back to religion after a brief escape be- 
cause I had a son. I want him to have the education he needs so 
he can decide, when he is older, to continue being religious or go 
AWOL like I did.” 

Tali explained how he dropped out of the yeshiva and ended 
up working in a slaughterhouse. By 12:30 am, he was passing 
around a picture of himself, taken eight years ago, with his hair 
in a mess of braids, to prove he was once wild. 

This inspired one of the non-religious women to explain why she 
fell out of Judaism: “I was bom Jewish, but I never got involved be- 
cause I feel it’s all too sexist. Women can’t pray with the men.” 

After a moment, Tali responded with all the vote-getting ap- 
peal of a smiling political candidate: “The truth is, women don’t 
have to pray as much because they are on a higher spiritual level 
than the men.” 

By 1 am, it was time to call it a night. One of the non-believ- 
ing women admitted that she’ll probably take Tali up on his invi- 
tation to a Shabbos dinner or for more drink-inspired discussion. 

“Let’s face it, even God looks good with beer-goggles on,” she 


5th Avenue Cat Clinic 




• Laser Surgery 

• Boarding 
with a View 

• No Barking 

• Stress Free 



Mon-Th: 10am-8pm 
Fri-Sun: 10am-5pm 

Hiasm 


225 5th Ave. (at President St.) 

(718) 398-1187 


Brooklyn Do? House 

1 J daycare 8 boarding 

AJ 7 l8 222-4900 

^ \\ 7 am-l 0 pm weekdays, Qarn-lOpm weekends 




IJ 


yam-iopm weekdays, gam-iopm weekends 

• 2 supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 

• web cams - watch your dogplay 

■ curbside pick up and drop off 

■ air-conditioned / sprinklered buildin? 

• individual attention 

• multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

]TJ Douglass (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 
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OUR OPINION 


ALL DRAWN OUT 


Fatapalypse now 


W E HATE TO SAY we told them so, but 
we did. A horrific report issued this 
week by the city Health Department re- 
vealed that 40 percent of low-income kids, 
ages 2-3, are obese. 

Overall, one-in-four kids citywide are obese. 
The villain? Diets filled with empty calories 
and sugary fruit juices. 

Fruit juices? Like the ones made by Snap- 
pie, the city’s official beverage. Which is sold 
where, remind us? In schools! 

The city has long been criticized for the eco- 
nomics of its arranged marriage with Snapple 
(the juice deal didn’t bear as much fruit for the 
city as expected — what a surprise). 

But now the city needs to confront the wider 
problem with the Snapple deal: fruit juice like 


Snapple — 240 calories and 27 grams of sugar 
per 16-ounce bottle — fatten our kids like 
cows to slaughter. 

In releasing its report this week, the Health 
Department reminded parents that children un- 
der 6 should only be drinking milk, water and, 
at most, six ounces of pure fruit juice a day. Six 
ounces? That’s half a sippy-cup — far less than 
most kids drink in our supersized age. 

Though parents bear the largest responsibili- 
ty for balancing their kids’ diets, the school 
system earns some blame, too. Even in suppos- 
edly enlightened Brownstone Brooklyn, pre- 
kindergarten students enter classrooms and 
find a heart-attack buffet of sugar- and fat- 
filled muffins, carbo-loaded bagels and plenty 
of juice. Even tykes who just had breakfast at 


home are invited to chow down — and many 
do. 

The lesson? Eating is part of being sociable, 
even if you’re not hungry. 

And those who are hungry, end up poorly 
nourished, their bellies filled with fat, sugar 
and juice. 

City officials predictably reminded parents 
that the responsibility for raising healthy kids 
starts with them. We agree — but we also see 
the city itself as an enabler of the growing obe- 
sity epidemic. 

Officials should take a lesson from the folks 
at Brooklyn’s own Slow Food USA, which is 
trying to work with the school system to pro- 
vide alternatives to calorie-heavy, nutrition- 
poor foods. 


LETTERS 



Reaction to The Papers PS 58 report 


To the editor: 

Many thanks to Ariella Cohen for her re- 
port on PS 58 in Carroll Gardens (“Who 
should public schools serve first: rich kids 
or poor,” March 25). 

It was the first honest reporting about the 
insensitive and prejudiced treatment of 
poorer students and parents. Very overdue. 

Lee Pearlman, Providence R.I. 

To the editor: 

I was the principal of PS 58 before Joyce 
Saly. 

Your article asks whether a public school 
should be reflective of an entire community 
or a selective segment. History shows that 
free public education began when society 
realized the value of education for those 
who would not or could not receive private 
schooling. 

Not one school, whether public or pri- 
vate, should exist only to provide a “basic” 
education. The mission of a school should 
state that the goals are to provide a safe en- 
vironment in which a meaningful educa- 
tional experience is the right of all students, 
to create life-long learners, to be reflective 
of society, to expose students to a variety of 
educational activities, and to prepare them 
to become intelligent, articulate and in- 
volved citizens. 


Correction 

A letter from David Hawkins in last 
week’s Paper suggested that he used a the- 
saurus to find synonyms for the word “in- 
famous.” In fact, Hawkins used a diction- 
ary. We regret the error. 


One point of information: Saly did not 
establish the music program at PS 58. The 
innovative strings program mentioned in 
your story was established during the 
tenure of my predecessor, Phyllis Seehof, 
who incorporated the program into the 
school’s educational plan. Both she and 
myself acquired funding from public and 
private sources throughout the years to sus- 
tain the program and increase student par- 
ticipation. Undo B. Leff, Manhattan 

To the editor: 

I am a lifetime resident of Carroll Gar- 
dens; so are my parents; their parents and 
so on. I attended PS 58 from 1970 to 1976. 
We are not the rich or the poor of this 
neighborhood. We are the heart of it. 

I have a 9-year-old boy who has attend- 
ed PS 58 since pre-K. He does struggle 
with his reading and now, after many years 
of fighting the system, he is receiving help. 
But I did pay out of pocket for private tu- 
toring for two years because, according to 
the school, they didn’t have the funding, or 
the personnel, to help my son. 

But at the time, he did get to see many 
plays in the school which were brought in 
by [principal] Joyce Saly. I thank her for 
everything she did for our school. I saw joy 
in my son’s face when he would tell me 
about a play he saw, but I also saw sadness 
in his eyes because he knew he wasn’t 
reading as well as the other students in his 

I believe in the arts and I believe they 
are important to all children. I also believe 
education is the key, and my son deserves 
one key to that door. I hope we can keep 


the arts in schools, but at the same time not 
discriminate against the children who are 
having a hard time. 

Lisamarie Librera, Carroll Gardens 
To the editor: 

Thank you for the thoughtful article 
about PS 58. 

Our schools cannot afford to play one 
group against the other. We rightly scoff at 
politicians who praise public schools while 
sending their own children to private 
schools. 

Our city schools are only improved 
when families from all income levels send 
their children there. In the best-case sce- 
nario, middle-class parents are able to at- 
tract programs and funding that improve 
the level of education for all children in the 
school. Rather than criticize them for being 
demanding, we should welcome their in- 
volvement. 

We should also encourage them to look 


Send us a letter 

By mail: Letters Editor, Brooklyn Papers, 
55 Washington St., Brooklyn, NY 11201 
By fax: (718) 834-9278. 

By email: Letters@BrooklynPapers.com 

All letters must be signed and include the 
writer's home address and phone number 
(only the writer's name and neighborhood 
are published with the letter). 

Letters may be edited and will not be 
returned. The earlier in the week you 
send your letter, the better. 


beyond the walls of their own child’s 
school by, for instance, partnering with a 
school in a poorer neighborhood to write a 
grant that would benefit both. 

I would hope that our schools would ea- 
gerly serve children of all races, languages, 
and income levels. As parents, we must 
constantly ask ourselves how we can en- 
sure that this is in fact happening, and how 
we can help make our schools a welcoming 
place for all. 

Mary-Powel Thomas, Boerum Hill 
The writer is president of the District 15 
Community Education Council 

Better waterworks 

To the editor: 

On March 2, the potential combined 
sewer impacts impact of the proposed At- 
lantic Yards were discussed before the bor- 
ough board. Comments I made were taken 
out of context, suggesting that the basis of 
my testimony was that more development 
would overwhelm the sewage treatment 
plant in Red Hook (“City: Yard feces to 
canal,” March 4). 

It is true that the Forest City Ratner 
Company could propose an unimaginative 
development that does indeed overwhelm 
the local treatment plant and result in an in- 
crease of raw sewage in the Gowanus 
Canal and East River. 

However, also possible is an alternative 
and innovative design — one that captures 
stormwater and conserves water and actu- 
ally has a net zero or even a positive impact 
on the number of sewer overflows. 

Ultimately, it is the design intention of 


the developer — as studied in the EIS and 
embodied in the final design documents — 
that will determine the magnitude of com- 
bined sewer impacts of this development. 

The Atlantic Yards project would be lo- 
cated on 22 acres in Downtown Brooklyn. 
Approximately 26.7 million gallons of rain- 
water will fall on the site during an average 
year. Currently, the vast majority of this vol- 
ume drains entirely to the combined sewer 

If the developer choses to capture and 
use all of this rainwater on site, the project 
could actually result in a net reduction in 
stormwater to the combined sewer system. 

As for what an innovative design would 
do with the captured rainwater, consider that 
the 600,000 gallons generated during each 
one-inch storm is enough water to flush all 
the toilets in all of the 7,300 proposed resi- 
dential units four times a day for two weeks! 

Historically, urbanization has been syn- 
onymous with environmental degradation. 
A project of the scale of the proposed At- 
lantic Yards has the potential to set a new 
precedent for urban form in our city. A tru- 
ly creative design will combine the laud- 
able goals of job creation, affordable hous- 
ing, and public open space development, 
with a set of building systems that are truly 
integrated into the urban environment sur- 
rounding it. A failure to do so will result in 
increased costs — both economic and en- 
vironmental — faced by taxpayers like you 
and me, for a problem that didn’t need to 
be created in the first place. 

Franco Montalto, West New York, N.J. 
The writer is a board member at the Gowanus 
Canal Community Development Corporation. 
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Cherry 
on top 

Two-month-long blossom 
celebration begins at BBG 


T his year, in addition to celebrating a 
quarter-century of its cherry blossom 
festival, the Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
presents “Hanami,” a two-month-long call to 
cherish each stage of the cherry tree’s flow- 
ering. The Japanese tradition of “Hanami” 
includes appreciation of the cherry trees’ 
buds, their glorious blossoming, and even the 
fluttering away of the last petals. 

Normally, the flowers last just three days, 
but BBG can celebrate their “Hanami” from 
April 8 to May 28 because the garden has 42 
varieties that blossom at different times. 

Artist Mizue Sawano has not only reflect- 
ed on the BBG’s collection of cherry blos- 
som trees herself, but she has preserved them 
in her exquisite, expressionist paintings. 

“Mizue captures different varieties of 
cherries, which have different feelings,” said 
Anita Jacobs, BBG’s director of public pro- 
grams. Jacobs explains that the misty, weep- 
ing (“Higan”) cherries, which bend over the 
Japanese Hill-and-Pond Garden, have a very 
different mood than the upright “Kanzan” 
cherries, with showy double blossoms, that 
line the allee in the Cherry Esplanade. 

An exhibit of these expressive paintings, 
“Mizue Sawano: The Art of the Cherry Tree,” 
opens on April 8 in the Steinhardt Conservato- 
ry. The show features her original, “quite large” 
works that have been reproduced on “Sakura 
Matsuri” posters since 1992, said Jacobs. 

“When she first moved to New York from 
Japan, Mizue started coming here regularly 
and really connected to our collection,” she 
said. “[Mizue] has very site-specific paint- 
ings and has a huge collection based on our 
water lilies, too.” 

Blossom updates 

This weekend, the “Okame” and “Higan” 
trees are blossoming, according to Patrick 
Cullina, BBG’s vice 
president of horticul- 
ture, adding that 
bloom predictions 
are dependent on 
Mother Nature. 

“A significant 
cold snap can harm 
blossoms or slow 
things down,” he ex- 
plained — but added 
that Wednesday’s 
snowstorm “did lit- 
tle, if any, damage.” 

Throughout the 
next two months, 
cherry blossom buffs 
can keep abreast of 
the activity of the 
garden’s 220 trees, 
as well as read up on the history, cultivation 
and care of the cherries, on the garden’s 
“Cherry Watch” Web site, 
www.bbg.org/cherrywatch. 

During this garden-wide celebration, even 
the gift shop and cafe are offering Japanese- 
themed gifts and foods, said Jacobs. 

‘Sakura Matsuri’ 

The pinnacle of BBG’s “Hanami” celebra- 
tion is the two-day “Sakura Matsuri” or 



FESTIVAL 


"Hanami," the Brooklyn Botanic Garden's 
celebration of the cherry blossom life cycle, 
runs April 8-May 28, beginning with the open- 
ing of the art exhibit "Mizue Sawano: The Art 
of the Cherry Tree" in the Steinhardt Conser- 
vatory on Saturday. Also, some varieties of 
cherry blossoms will be in bloom this week- 
end. Check www.bbg.org/cherrywatch for the 
latest report. 

The "Sakura Matsuri" festival will take 
place, rain or shine, throughout the Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden, from 10 am to 6 pm on April 
29 and 30. Brooklyn Botanic Garden is located 
at 900 Washington Ave., at Eastern Parkway, 
in Prospect Heights. All activities are free with 




garden admi: 

16. For a schedule, c< 
623-7333 or visit the W 


“cherry blossom festival,” slated for April 
29-30. Under a tent, in their buildings and 
throughout the grounds, the garden will pres- 
ent Japanese arts and culture: live music, 
dance and theater; workshops for adults and 
children; exhibits; demonstrations; and of 
course, the spectacular flowering of those 
cherry trees. 

In addition to traditional and classical forms 
of Japanese art and culture (“People from 
Japan tell us that some of these art forms are 
dying out, so it’s so special to them that we do 
it here,” said Jacobs), this year’s festival will 
also include the utterly contemporary CosPlay 
costumes — handmade attire inspired by 
Japanese animation — and a rock concert by 
Brooklyn band Gaijin 
a Go-Go. 

“I love that some 
visitors come to see 
Gaijin a Go-Go, and 
leave after having 
done a bonsai work- 
shop,” said Jacobs of 
the wide-ranging list 
of events that is ex- 
pected to draw record 
crowds this year. 

Because of the 
popularity of “Sakura 
Matsuri,” Jacobs ad- 
vises coming in the 
morning to enjoy the 
blossoms, so the rest 
of the day can be tak- 
en up with activities. 
In anticipation of a big crowd, BBG will 
have additional gates open, but Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden members can skip lines alto- 
gether by flashing their membership card. 

Out of Inuyama 

This year, Bensonhurst native Anthony 
Bianchi, who is a city councilman in the 
Japanese city of Inuyama, will bring several 
artisans from his adopted hometown to show 
their works at “Sakura Matsuri.” Bianchi 
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Think pink: The paintings of Mizue Sawano (far left) are on view in the Steinhardt 
Conservatory, April 8-May 28. Performing at this year's "Sakura Matsuri," on April 
29 and 30, are (clockwise from top) Sachiyo Ito and Company and Samurai Sword 
Soul. For the first time, students from the JHC Foundation Schools and the Wakaya- 
gi Japanese Classical Dance Group will present the "Sakura, Sakura" kimono fash- 
ion show on April 29 at 5 pm. 


will also give “a presentation about his life 
and journey from Brooklyn to Inuyama,” 
said Jacobs. 

“We felt that the BBG ‘Sakura Matsuri’ 
would be a good place to introduce some as- 
pects of Japanese culture,” he told GO 
Brooklyn via e-mail. While Bianchi is said 
to be the first person bom in North America 
to be elected to public office in Japan, his 
open-minded city does hold other traditions 
quite dear: its own cultural festival is 372- 
years-old. 

Among the dozens of visitors Bianchi is 
bringing from Inuyama will be artisans who 
create Japanese shoes (“geta”), favored tofu, 
Japanese calligraphy (“shodo”), and works 
wrought from antique roof tiles. Inuyama 
sculptor Junkro will create a site-specific 
work from flowering cherry branches, ac- 
cording to Jacobs. 

New home for bonsai 

Guided tours of BBG’s Japanese Hill- 
and-Pond Garden and the newly remodeled 
C.V. Starr Bonsai Museum — which has 
more than 100 specimens on display, ac- 
cording to bonsai collection curator Robert 
Mahler — will also be offered during 
“Sakura Matsuri.” 


Inside the Steinhardt Conservatory, the 
dwarf potted trees — some of which are 
several hundred years old — are now dis- 
played on wooden tables, above a paving 
pattern of bluestone and blue-green rocks 
meant to evoke land or water. 

The garden’s tree peonies, a gift from 
Japan’s Yatsuka-Cho prefecture to commem- 
orate 9-11, will have blooms as large as sal- 
ad plates at the beginning of May, predicted 
Cullina. 

“They’re absolutely jaw-dropping,” said 
Jacobs, of the peonies that were planted near 
the Japanese Hill-and-Pond Garden in 2002. 
“The blooms are really dramatic, in rich 
dark colors. It’s worth a trip just to see 

Indeed, the Brooklyn Botanic Garden’s 
entire “Hanami” celebration is really a two- 
month-long invitation to take a moment to 
enjoy beauty. 

“The Japanese appreciate the [flowering 
cherry tree’s] bud, the peak of bloom and the 
decline of blooming and dropping of petals 
— the process,” said Cullina about these 
blossoms that have inspired everything from 
poetry to kimono patterns. “It’s an annual re- 
minder that life is fleeting, and that you need 
to stop and enjoy the show while you can.” 


BOOKS 


Taste for crime 

Bay Ridge native Joseph 
Gannascoli (pictured), who 
plays mafia soldier Vito 
Spatafore on HBO’s “The 
Sopranos,” gave a reading 
from his new book, “A 
Meal to Die For” at A 
Novel Idea bookstore on 
March 30. 

Fans of Gannascoli’s 
now-defunct Third Av- 
enue restaurant, Soup i 
As Art, will be pleased 
to know the enterprising author was 
also packing jars of “A Sauce to Die For,” his new 
line of gravy. 

His novel is the story of heavyset cook Benny 
Lacoco, who is prepar- 
ing a meal in Bay Ridge 
for some old friends — 
one of whom is ru- 
mored to be eating his 
last meal. “A Meal to 
Die For” also includes 
informal recipes for the 
10-course meals Lacoco 
prepares. 

"A Meal to Die For" 
(Forge Books, $22.95), 
co-authored with Allen 
C. Kupfer, is available at 
A Novel Idea [8415 
Third Ave., at 84th 
Street, in Bay Ridge, (718) 833-51 15]. For more in- 
formation about "A Sauce to Die For," visit 
www.joesoup.com. — Lisa J. Curtis 




□3 

Set your Tivo 


Brooklyn artists and administrators — as well as 
other culture mavens — are interviewed by chan- 
nel Thirteen President William Baker for a two- 
hour-long exploration of the New York area arts 
scene, “Setting The Stage.” 

Hosted by actress Cherry Jones, the episode will 
air April 13 at 8 pm, as part of the channel’s month- 
long “New York Arts 

Festival.” 

The show includes 
conversations with chil- 
dren’s book author 
Maurice Sendak (“Where 
the Wild Things Are”), 
pictured. The Brooklyn 
native discusses the im- 
pact of the Holocaust on 
his life’s work. 

Also interviewed is 
Brooklyn Academy of 
Music President Karen 
Brooks Hopkins, who explains that BAM’s ever- 
widening scope of offerings is part of a vision of the 
institution as “a fomm for ideas.” 

“Setting the Stage” also offers a glimpse of artist 
William Wegman — whose works are being shown 
in his “Funney/Strange” retrospective at the Brook- 
lyn Museum now through May 28 — chatting in his 
studio. 

The Brooklyn Museum is located at 200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Avenue in Prospect Fleights. 
For more information, call (718) 638-5000. — UC 



CINEMA 



Made in Bklyn 


This month, BAMcinematek presents an ‘Tt Hap- 
pened in Brooklyn!” film series, with three movies 
set in the borough — “It Happened in Flatbush” 
(April 10), “ft Happened in Brooklyn” (April 17) 
and “The French Connection” (April 24) — with 
commentary by Brooklyn Papers alum and borough 
historian John Manbeck. 

William Friedkin’s film, “The French Connec- 
tion” (pictured), is included for its celebrated 
footage of a car chasing an elevated train along 86th 
Street and New Utrecht Avenue in Bensonhurst. 
This movie, which stars Gene Hackman and Roy 
Scheider, will unspool at 4:30 pm, 6:50 pm and 
9:30 pm, with a Q&A with authors Manbeck (“The 
Brooklyn Film”) and Pete Hamill (“A Drinking 
Life”) following the 6:50 pm screening. 

Tickets to the "It Happened in Brooklyn!" films 
are $10; BAMcinematek is located at 30 
Lafayette Ave., at Ashland Place, in Fort Greene. 
For information, call (718) 636-4100 or visit the 
Web site www.bam.org. — UC 





RESERVE EARLY FOR EASTER AND MOTHER’S DAY! 
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Gourmet 25 Years and Counting! 

Kitchen 


1235 Prospect Avenue 

71 8— 4:36-37 1 5 at Reeve Place in Windsor Terrace 

Open 7 days for lunch & dinner • F train to Fort Hamilton Parkway 
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Bites 


Neighborhood 
Dining Guido 


This week: 

WINDSOR TERRACE/ 
KENSINGTON 

Crossroads Cafe 

1241 A Prospect Ave. at Reeve Place , (718) 972- 
1852, www.cafe-crossroads.com (Cash only) Pastry: 
$1-$2.25; sandwiches and salads: $5.95-7.95. 

Just a few blocks from Prospect Park, this small, 
windowed cafe offers neighborhood dwellers a 
place to read or type while they caffeinate. "We're 

nternet service. The colorful. 


sandwiches and "I 
The white bean s 
customers, says r 


•up with spinach is popular 

loread" a n^Thoco late^h i p 
curry sandwich 


," chef Thome 
is and red pe 


Tuesday through Sunday, Da Vincenzo also serve- 
brunch on Sundays, starting at 11:30 am. Closec 
Mondays. 

Elora’s Restaurant 

272 Prospect Park West at 17th Street, (718) 
788-6190 (AmEx, Disc, MC, Visa) Entrees: $5 - 
$37.95. 


Thursday; or get really happy on Fridays, starting 

Hot Diggity Dog 

263 Prospect Park West at Prospect Avenue, (718) 
499-0008 (Cash only) Entrees: $1.50 - $6.75. ★ 
Hot Diggity Dog specializes in serving the perfect 
frankfurter. Owner Billy Grillas uses only Boars 
Head all-natural beef dogs and personally makes 
all the toppings. Popular dogs include the 
"Brooklyn" (mustard, sauerkraut and house-made 

wrapped in pastrami and topped with sauerkraut, 
Swiss cheese and mustard). Or try the "Chicago," 

celery salt served with a pickle spear. Other dishes 
include "Billy" cheese steaks, chicken cheese 

en burgers. Limited seating available. Open week- 
days, from 7 am to 9 pm; Saturdays, from 11 am to 


★ = Full review available at 

(T^oklyn 

^ V a P® rs * com 

Abbreviation Key: AmEx= American 
Express, DC= Diner's Club, Disc= Discover 
Card, MC= MasterCard, Visa= Visa Card 



is a big favorite, says Gur, a 
"California" (avocado, cheese, bacon, lettuce and 
tomato). Wednesday through Friday, the cafe fea- 
tures "Toddler Sing": a live music and puppet 
show starting at 10:30 am; every Tuesday evening, 
there's live jazz; and on Sundays, folk music. 
Crossroads Cafe also has a takeout window serv- 
ing breakfast to on-the-go commuters. Open daily. 

Da Vincenzo 

256 Prospect Park West at Prospect Avenue, 
(718) 369-3590 (AmEx, DC, Disc, MC, Visa) 
Entrees: $12.95-121.95. ★ 


Inside Laura's Gourmet Kitchen c 
Prospect Avenue. 


Jhinuk Restaurant 

478 McDonald Ave. at Church Avenue, (718) 
871-5355 (Disc, MC, Visa) Entrees: $7-$15. 


and those that will leave you scratching your head. 
Owner Mahabub Khan suggests the "kacchi 
biriyani," a fried Basmati rice dish topped with 
meat and spices, or a "boti kabab" with marinated 

counter and give it a minty kick by topping it off 
with pan (beetle leaf), an ingredient native to 
Bangladesh. Lassi, a yogurt drink with mango pulp, 
1 ‘ " 1 r 1 er lob- 


feel free to toss your silverware; eating with your 
hands is the Bangladeshi way. Specials served on 
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays. Open daily for 

Laura’s Gourmet 
Kitchen 


"Everything on our menu is carefully prepared 
from old family recipes and simply the freshest 
food we can find," says owner Laura Leone, about 

pasta, made by her mother Rosetta Forconi. 
"We've been making authentic Italian dishes on 
this corner for [over] 25 years." 

Sal is joined in the kitchen by chef Giorgio, who 


Easter and Mother's Day, and res< 
takeout, delivery (to Park Slope, Kensington and 

on Sundays, from 11 am to 3 pm. An $18.50 prix 

Sushi Yu 

214 Prospect Park West at 16th Street, (718) 
832-8688 (AmEx, Disc, MC, Visa) Entrees: $9.95- 
$59.95 (for the "Love Boat" — the chef's combo 
platter of sushi, sashimi maki and hand roll). ★ 

ing," writes GO Brooklyn dining critic Tiny Barry 
about the chef of this elegant and unassuming 
sushi bar. The restaurant, owned by the chef's 


assortment of noodle and teriyaki dish 
nter, try the "Christmas Roll," with tui 


isago" (fish roe). Daily sp 
"Tokyoto," a roll filled with tu 
dw tail, topped with eel, spic 




spicy chili sauce or mayo. Lunch specials served 
from 1 1 :30 am to 3:30 pm. Open Monday through 
Thursday, from 11:30 am to 10:30 pm; Fridays and 
Saturdays, from 11:30 am to 11:30 pm; and 
Sundays, from noon to 10:30 pm. 


www.brookiynpapers.com on the Web. If your 
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It’s alive! 

Labor-intensive , raw food 
dinners are now being served 
at DUMBOs organic cafe 

By Tina Barry 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

T here’s one problem with commu- 
nal tables in restaurants: One 
doesn’t have the option of point- 
ing to a room of strangers and saying, 

“I’ll sit beside the good-looking guy in 
the leather jacket.” 

Instead, you get who you get — 
which means your neighbors for the 
evening may be delightful company 

My recent communal experience hap- 7 
pened at DUMBO’s The Plant, inside i 2 
chef Matthew Kenney’s Blue/Green 
Organic Juice Cafe. The meal took 1 
place in the 4,000 square foot factory- : 
turned-kitchen, that houses a 20-seat L 
cafe, cooking school, and — as of i![_ 

March 5 when a five-course, prix fixe 
menu was inaugurated — a place to meaning no animal products of any 
stop for Friday evening dinner and kind. To create palatable meals, a host 
sample Kenney and company’s take of labor-intensive appliances are uti- 
on raw food. lized, including sprouters, blenders, 

My husband and I joined a group of juicers and, filling in for stoves and 
about 20 diners at one of two huge, ovens, there’s the dehydrator. Nothing 
marble-topped tables ringed with in the food’s preparation is heated 



DINING 


painfully hard, 
high wooden 
stools. The tables, 

I discovered mid- 
course, are used as 
food-prepping ar- 
eas for the cafe, as 
well as work sur- 
faces for class 
demonstrations. 

The stools, 
which have oddly 
configured foot- 
rests, made for 
awkward eating: 

one of my knees was pressed hard 
against my husband’s; the other 
bumped my neighbor, causing an 
evening of mumbled “excuse me’s.” 
After a few minutes of forced intima- 
cy, the diner introduced herself. 

“I’m a colon therapist,” she said, 
wisely suggesting that we wait until 
the conclusion of our meal to discuss 
the specifics of her vocation. 

To my husband’s left was an 
avowed vegan who eats “raw” in the 
warmer months only. In the winter, 
she can’t live without a bowl of hot 
pasta. A raw foods kitchen is vegan — 


DUMBO) accepts American Express, 
MasterCard and Visa. Blue/Green is 
open daily from 10 am to 5 pm. On Fri- 
day evenings, a four to five course, $40 
prix fixe dinner is offered. Times are 
subject to change. Classes take place 
Wednesday evenings, from 6 pm to 9 
pm, and are $65 each. For an event 
schedule, log onto www.theplantindum- 
bo.com or call (71 8) 722-7541. 


above 116 de- 
grees, so essential 
enzymes — which 
raw foodists be- 
lieve are needed 
to aid digestion 

For raw food 
to be enjoyable, it 
needs to be pre- 
pared by a chef 

cemed with its 
flavor and ap- 
pearance as they 
are with creating healthy alternatives to 
mainstream cooking. The raw foods 
movement is relatively new to Kenney, 
41, who discovered and became a con- 
vert to the cuisine in 2002. The chef re- 
cently opened Heirloom, a vegetarian 
restaurant in Manhattan, and previous- 
ly owned Mediterranean restaurants in 
New York, Atlanta and Portland. He’s 
authored “Matthew Kenney’s Cook- 
ing,” “Matthew Kenney’s Big City 
Cooking,” and co-written “Raw 
Food/Real World: 100 Recipes to Get 
the Glow,” with Sarma Melngailis. 

Kenney and his associates were 
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Communal dining: On Friday nights, raw foodists come together at chef 
Matthew Kenney's Blue/Green Organic Juice Cafe (left), where they sample 
uncooked, organic, vegetarian fare such as the jicama Pad Thai (above). 


busy plating the first course, a large 
“dumpling” with sweet chili-lime 
sauce, while diners sipped a bracing, 
organic Sauvignon Blanc (Kir Yianni, 
2004) that paired well with all the of- 
ferings. The dumpling is faux, of 
course. Anything on a raw food’s 
menu labeled “flatbread,” “polenta,” 
“ravioli,” “cream” and “latte” would 
involve taboo cooking procedures or 
products. This “dumpling” was made 
of pureed coconut, spread thin and de- 
hydrated until it became as pliable as 
the real thing. It’s filling, a mix of 
sesame and cashew nuts, was surpris- 
ingly meaty. 

The “flatbread” that served as the 
base for the next course, consisted of a 
blend of zucchini and rosemary lightly 
sweetened with the “nectar” of agave 
(a slightly sweet succulent), then 
“cooked” in a dehydrator that removes 
the moisture and solidifies the mix. If 
I hadn’t been aware of the preparation. 
I’d guess I was nibbling on a thin slice 
of chewy pumpernickel. Slivers of 
fennel and ripe avocado topped the 
“bread,” while a drizzle of sprightly 
basil pesto lent the summery tang of 

Truffled carrot “polenta” suffered 
from its comparison to the original. 
This version was mealy, and even with 
the addition of truffle oil, not particu- 
larly interesting after a few bites. I did 
enjoy the rich slices of portobello 
mushrooms in a blood orange glaze 


and the bright citrus note that came 
from pieces of that fruit. 

Just thinking of the work that went 
into the “ravioli” makes me tired. The 
meat of young coconuts are sliced and 
slowly dehydrated until they’re still 
moist and noodle-like. They don’t 
taste much like the fruit, or, unfortu- 
nately the pasta they’re trying to emu- 
late. Filling the wrappers are pieces of 
dense, woodsy shiitake mushrooms 
and baby bok choy, splashed with gin- 
ger cream. Cashew nuts — ground, 
juiced and God knows what else — 
form the base for the sauce, and in this 
case, the creamy, lemony blend is 
worth the labor. 

The meal ended with a thud. Marzi- 
pan cream cake featured three layers 
of ground almonds flavored with 
vanilla bean and agave then dehydrat- 
ed into moist yet gummy, overly large 
“cookies.” Chocolate “ganache” fill- 
ing that iced the “cookies” was close 
enough to the real thing, but together, 
the frozen dessert was heavy going. 

With the last course, Kenney served 
a cold drink made with hazelnut 
“milk,” maple syrup and cinnamon 
that was pleasant, but I was dying for 
a cup of hot coffee. 

As I was about to leave, the “colon 
therapist” handed me her card. She 
made pleasant company during the 
dinner (we never discussed her profes- 
sion), but after that meal, I won’t be 
needing her services. 


The burger king 


“I am the king of hamburgers!” de- 
clares Aristos Tzamos, the chef and 
co-owner of Helios in Park Slope. 

He’s bragging about the certified 
Black Angus beef he employs for his 
juicy patties and the brioche rolls he 
bakes every morning. He’s just as 
proud of the roasted Bell & Evans 
chicken and traditional Greek salad. 

“We use good tomatoes, not the 
pale kind, and our feta comes from 
Greece. We keep it simple — just the 
vegetables, cheese, extra virgin olive 
oil and calamata olives. Simple is best 
you know,” he says. 

No argument here. 

It took the Bay Ridge resident a 
year to scout the location before set- 
tling on the comer spot on Sixth Av- 

“It’s not so easy to find a good 
place, and I really wanted Park Slope. 
The people here appreciate good 


food,” says Tzamos, who opened He- 
lios (Greek for sun) in July with part- 
ner Pete Lekkas (of Bay Ridge’s 
Elias). 

The casual, 40-seat, “diner that’s 
not really a diner,” according to 
Tzamos, serves Greek specialties like 
spinach pie, “avgolemono” (lemony 
chicken soup with rice), grilled octo- 
pus and eggplant salad. 

There’s a small beer and wine list 
and “People love the coffee here,” 
says Tzamos. “It’s organic. Not like 
diner coffee at all.” Come spring, the 
seating expands to 70 with several 
outdoor tables that ring the restaurant. 

Helios (82 Sixth Ave. at St. 
Marks Place in Park Slope) accepts 
cash only. Entrees: $13-$15. 

Serves lunch and dinner daily. 
Brunch is available all day on the 
weekend. For information, call 
(718) 783-0033. — Tina Barry 
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Restaurant Week 

Choice of: 

3 appetizers & 4 entrees 
plus dessert - $20.06 

8901 Third Ave. (at 89th St.) Bay Ridge 
rawffi • (718) 238-0606 

Open for Dinner: Tuesday - Sunday 
www.sammsrestaurantny.com 
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Director Robert Wilson talks about bringing his 
acclaimed production of Ibsens work to BAM 



By Kevin Filipski 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

H enrik Ibsen’s play “Peer Gynt” is 
one of those canonical stage works 
that feels fresh and new no matter 
what the interpretation of its director. 

Ibsen’s verse drama, which follows 
the exploits of an Everyman named 
Peer Gynt — a character whose exu- 
berance, arrogance, inventiveness, cru- 
dity and charm paint him as undeniably 
human — was most recently seen at the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music in 1994 
in the great Swedish director Ingmar 
Bergman’s problematic staging. 
Bergman found the play as an absurdist 
work, perhaps the first of its kind; cer- 
tainly a valid reading, although the 
four-hour trip through the startling in- 
ventiveness that’s Bergman hallmark 
was marked by several bumpy detours. 

From April 11-15, a completely dif- 
ferent (but also four-hour-long) “Peer 
Gynt” will play BAM’s Opera House: 
it’s a stylized view of Ibsen’s drama, by 
American director Robert Wilson, 
which played to acclaim in Ibsen’s na- 
tive Norway. 

Wilson, who is no stranger to land- 
mark theatrical and opera productions 
(he collaborated with composer Philip 
Glass on such visionary musical-theater 
works as “Einstein on the Beach” and 
“The CIVIL warS”) has put his singu- 
lar stamp on Ibsen’s plays for awhile, 
as he admitted in an exclusive e-mail 
interview with GO Brooklyn. 

“I have been interested in Ibsen for a 
long time,” Wilson says. ‘T did produc- 
tions of his ‘When We Dead Awaken’ 
and The Lady From the Sea’ in the 
1990s, and I’ve always been fascinated 
by his particular brand of modernism, 
which can be psychological and very 
stylized at the same time.” 

That stylization is perfect for Wilson, 
whose famous — some might call 
them infamous — visual stylings, like 
minimalist actors’ gestures and move- 
ments and innovative lighting, are im- 


mediately recognizable. 

Wilson sees Peer as “a universal man, 
a traveler, a searcher, even though it is 
not quite clear what he is searching for. 
Because he is so open to experiences, he 
can be part of our unconscious minds, 
not necessarily because we identify with 
him, but because in some way he is al- 
ready part of us,” he notes. 

Wilson’s chance to direct “Peer 
Gynt” in Norway came as a complete 
but happy surprise. 

“I had never worked [there], so 
when I was asked to do ‘Peer Gynt’ in 
Ibsen’s home country, I felt honored 
and challenged at the same time,” he 
says. “It seemed like such an extraordi- 
nary gesture for the Norwegians to ask 
an American director to produce one of 


their national literary treasures, espe- 
cially in the context of the centennials 
of Ibsen’s death and the celebrations for 
100 years of Norwegian independence 
as a national state [in 2006]. When the 
play opened, I was overwhelmed by the 
warmth of the audience’s response.” 

Obviously, part of that warm re- 
sponse was due to familiar Norwegian 

“Some of the actors had been in Ibsen 
productions before, of course — this 
was Norway, after all,” he notes. T think 
it was a bit strange for them at first, es- 
pecially as there is a strong naturalist, 
psychological tradition of staging Ibsen 
that is quite far from my approach. 

“They had a hard time understanding 
why I would start with movements 


THEATER 


"Peer Gynt," directed by Robert 
Wilson, will be performed at the BAM 
Howard Gilman Opera House, 30 
Lafayette Ave. at Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene, on April 1 1 , 1 3-1 5 at 7:30 pm 
and April 16 at 2 pm. Tickets are $80, 
$65, $45 and $25. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.bam.org. 


first, adding the text only at a later 
stage,” said Wilson of his production, 
which is performed in Norwegian with 
English titles. “But once they got used 
to it and realized the freedom formal- 
ism can provide, there were incredible 
performances.” 

Wilson’s credo for staging works can 
be summed up succinctly: “I do not 
like to either do period pieces or bela- 
bored modernizations,” he says. “Good 
works have a universal appeal that 
makes these different approaches 
equally inadequate.” 

How will this “Peer Gynt” travel 
across the Atlantic, since the design of 
the BAM Opera house is different than 
those Norwegian theaters? 

“This was originally a co-production 
between theaters in Oslo and Bergen, 
Norway, which have different stages,” 
Wilson explains. “Some adaptability was 
built into the production, but of course 
we had to make some further adaptations 
to stage it at BAM, since the stage here is 
less deep than in either of the Norwegian 
theaters, which makes some of the back 
lighting I use difficult. And when you 
change the depth, all other dimensions 
have to be adapted, too, to keep a sense 
of proportion.” 

While his “Peer Gynt” is unveiled in 
Brooklyn, a revival of Wilson’s produc- 
tion of Richard Wagner’s opera “Lohen- 
grin” returns to the stage of the Metro- 
politan Opera House in Manhattan on 
April 17. Wilson remains as committed 
to making sure his stagings “work” years 
after they are first premiered. 

“I always oversee revivals, especial- 
ly if some time has passed since the 
original performance,” the director ex- 
plains. “Light is important for me. 
Technologies change all the time, and 
there are so many possibilities today 
that light designers did not have five or 
10 years ago. 

“Productions can quickly look dat- 
ed,” admits Wilson. “I always have to 
keep myself from turning a revival into 
a new production, which theaters are 
always reluctant to do. But I still like to 
spend as much time as I can making 
adjustments. Most often, I wish I had 


'Passion’ 

returns 


Back in Fort Greene: 
The final run of Millers 
4 St . Matthew Passion 


By Kevin Filipski 

for Th e Brooklyn Papers 

I n the classical-music world, 
it’s the very definition of 
the term “blockbuster.” 
Jonathan Miller’s staging of 


J.S. Bach’s timeless oratorio, 
“St. Matthew Passion,” sold 
out the BAM Harvey Theater 
(then the BAM Majestic) in 
1997 and in 2001, and looks 
to do the same when it returns 
for what a BAM press release 



Perfect match: Director Jonathan Miller is happy to bring 
his popular staging of J.S. Bach's "St. Matthew Passion" 
to the BAM Harvey Theater, because the "inspired shab- 
biness of the Harvey is a miracle." 


touts as its “final run,” April 


8-15. 

Miller’s casual-dress pro- 
duction has been called every- 
thing from a “deconstruction” 
to a “semi-staging,” but for 
the British opera and theater 
director — a veteran of 


dozens of worldwide stagings 
— it was business as usual: he 
discovered a unique way to 
present Bach’s dramatic story 
of the last days of Christ on 

“I enjoy staging things that 
are non-dramatic,” Miller said 


recently by phone from Lon- 
don in an exclusive GO 
Brooklyn interview. “I quite 
like doing things that look like 
they wouldn’t work onstage, 
but this arose unexpectedly.” 
Of course, the director has 
always loved Bach’s passion- 
ate score, but he never had 
any clear-cut ideas about stag- 
ing the work. 

“Then, about 15 years ago, 
someone asked me if I ever 
thought of staging it,” Miller 
explains. “I said that I thought 
it might be stage-able, but that 
I’d like to experiment with it. 
So one day in a school in Lon- 
don, I spent the day watching 
my performers playing it 
through: they started getting 
on their feet and acting with 
one another, with no scenery 
and no costumes. It wasn’t 
just people sitting in front of 
the orchestra. And by the end 
of the day, that’s the way I 
wanted to do it.” 

Miller had to first win over 

See MILLER on page 12 



2/3 to Eastern Parkway; Q to Prospect Park Attended parking available for a fee. 


JAPANESE CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 


Brooklyn 

Botanic 

Garden 


Hanami: Celebrating the Cherry Blossom 
Season at Brooklyn Botanic Garden 

Saturday, April 8-Sunday, May 28 


Hanami is the Japanese cultural tradition of viewing and cherishing each moment 
of the cherry blossom season, from the first buds to the brilliant blossoms to the 
petals falling like pink snow. Stroll under a canopy of cherry trees this season 
and celebrate this longstanding tradition, and track the blossoms of over 220 
cherry trees throughout the season at www.bbg.org/cherrywatch/. 


Mizue Sawano: The Art of the Cherry Tree 

April 8-May 28 


jtional cherry tree paintings of artist Mizue Sawano. 


Sakura Matsuri 

The 25th Annual Cherry Blossom Festival 

April 29-30 1 10 am-6 pm 


“rite of spring” with a two-day weekend h 
festival of Japanese culture, arts, and over 60 performances. 


900 Washington Avenue | 



Cor. of 86th St. & 18th Ave. (718) 256-8660 
Open 7 days • ui 1 



To Stem or Not to Stem? 


By Darrin Siegfried 

Glasses can often do much more than sim- 
ply serve as the vessels we use to enjoy our 
wine. A clear glass shows off the color of the 
wine served in it. Years of experimentation 
have shown us that different wines do taste 
better when drunk from differently sized and 
shaped glasses. One of the world’s most wide- 
ly known glassmakers put on a demonstra- 
tion for us during the international 
Sommelier competition in Tokyo: we each 
had his Red Bordeaux, Red 
Burgundy and White Burgundy | 
glasses in front of us. A waiter I 
came to the table, presented a I 
bottle of Bordeaux, opened it and I 
poured about an ounce into each I 
glass. The difference was 1 
astounding! I have repeated this 

everyone, even the most skeptical, 
agrees that the difference tha 
glassware makes can be ; 

No one, other than an 
wine snob, will tell you that you need 
full set of glasses for every wine, a 
common sense as well as budget should 
rule over your purchases. You can find 
wine glasses in the size, shape and style that 
you like, and are “right” for the wines that 
you drink, at any price point. An ‘all pur- 
pose” wine glass is right for most of us. 

Clarity. You should be able to see the 
color of the wine you’re drinking, not only 
for sensual enjoyment, but to determ' 
the condition of the wine. An off-color 
wine is often a spoiled wine. 

Shape. Round, so that you 

inside of the glass to better enjoy the 
aromas and bouquet. A bowl that is wider 
than the opening at the top is ideal for con- 
centrating the bouquet, too. 

Size. Large enough that four or five ounces 
fills the glass less than halfway. This also 
allows you to better enjoy the aromas of the 
wine. Pick a size that you are comfortable 
with. There are some mouth-blown glasses 

from. They also look like someone’s idea of 
a joke to play on a wine lover who takes it all 
a bit too seriously. These expensive behe- 
moths also tend to break quite easily. 


The rim. Your wine will taste better if the 
rim of the glass is thin. A thick rimmed glass 
may be more chip resistant, but your wine 
won’t taste as good from it. 

The stem. In ancient times, glass was 
expensive, and most people could not afford 
a glass to drink from. Wood, earthenware 
and metal were used by almost everybody. 
Having glassware on the table was a sign of 
wealth. This char 1 ’ ' ' ' 



ghteenth 

tapes mai 
icked the glasses already in use in 
noble households, where the idea 
of a stemmed glass was consid- 
I ered proper. 

1 The stem serves several purpos- 
when you hold a glass by the 
m, the glass stays clean of fin- 
;erprints. The heat from your 
Lands does not warm the wine 
when you use the stem. (Cognac 
glasses are designed so that your 
hand wraps around them, the bet- 
er to warm the brandy.) Young 
mtlemen are taught from 
at it is “proper” to hold a 
1, and this training is hard 


ladies and 
n early age 

So... what’s going on with stemless wine 
glasses? The stem is often the weakest part 
of the glass: I’ve lost dozens of glasses over 
from breaking stems. This, obvi- 
problem with stemless gk 


le yeai 


compact size of the stemless 
tumblers, too... and they do lend a casual 
your wine drinking. I’ve been in 
little trattorias and bistros in the 
itryside where the local 
s were served in small tum- 
blers, and it was part of the charm 
of the experience. I don’t recommend them 
for a formal dining table, but for everyday 
meals, snacks or just relaxed sipping, the 
stemless glasses are affordable, fun and fine. 

P.S. I use the smaller sized Chardonnay one 
for my brandy. It works great! 


Red White & 1 
great spirits , nc 

Find all of our 
BrooklynPaper 


columns online a 


211 Fifth Avenue 

(bet. Union & President) PARK SLOPE 
Open: Mon-Sat, lOam-lOpm, Sun, 12-10pm 
www.redwhiteandbubbly.com • 636-9463 



. //zir/r /' 

RISTORANTE 

Celebrate Easter 

Sunday, April 16th 

\* 18 95 £ 

Appetizer 

Insalata Organica • Mozzarella Fresca • Cocktail di Gamberi (additional $4.95) 
Traditional Hot Antipasto • Portobello saute con Polenta • Strudel Di Verdura 
Minestrone • Lobster Bisque 

Pasta 

Penne with fresh tomato & basil 
Angel hair with shrimp and asparagus in pink sauce 
Risotto with an array of seafood & diced tomatoes 
Homemade pasta with eggplant and tomato sauce 
Homemade pasta filled with ricotta, tomato & basil 

Entree 

Spring baby lamb, seasoned with herbs served with red bliss potatoes 
Salmon over bed of spinach with lobster sauce 
Tilapia fish sauteed with capers & lemon 
Chicken breast sauteed & topped with asparagus, mozzarella & tomato 
Veal rollatini stuffed with breadcrumbs, cheese, parsley, with mushrooms 
Grilled sirloin steak (additional $5.95) 

Coffee ** Pastiera ** Assorted Desserts 

Espresso - additional $1, Cappuccino - additional $1.50 

Make Reservations Early: 718-852-5015 
345 Court Street (corner of Union St.) 

Free Valet Parking • e | 




Space Available Chris Havens 718.222.2505 

Two Trees www.dumbo-newyork.com 


111 Front Street 

5+5 Gallery I Howard Schickler Fine Art I Henry Gregg Gallery 
I s.e.e.dgallery I Safe-T-Gallery I Wessel + O’Connor Fine Art I 
Underbridge Pictures I Nelson Hancock Gallery I Gloria Kennedy 
Gallery I Eighth Elephant Contemporary Art I Sankaranka Gallery I 
Brooklyn Arts Council I and visit 

30 Washington Street Dumbo Arts Center 
92 Plymouth Street Smack Melon Gallery 
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Verb as Take 
on Brooklyn 



Presents, which is cablecast each Tuesday evening on 
Brooklyn Community Access Television (BCAT) as 
part of BCAT’s Brooklyn Free Speech TV lineup. 
“Can any good thing,” she asks her guests, “come out 
of Brooklyn?” 



Verba Castro, host of Verba Lynnette 
Presents, a weekly show on BCAT. 
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Uma was here 


Brooklynites came out in droves 
to celebrate the 25th anniversary of 
the Mark Morris Dance Group at 
the Brooklyn Academy of Music’s 
Spring Gala on March 23. Among 
the VIPs who attended the 
fundraiser were Borough President 
Markowitz, composer Philip Glass, 
performance artist Laurie Ander- 
son, musician Lou Reed and movie 
studio chairman Douglas Steiner. 

Following a triumphant per- 
formance by the Fort Greene-based 
troupe at the BAM Howard 
Gilman Opera House — which in- 
cluded the New York premieres of 
“Cargo” and “Candleflowerdance” 
— gala ticket holders enjoyed a 
dinner at Steiner’s Soundstage 4 in 
the Brooklyn Navy Yard, catered 
by Abigail Kirsch. Spring was 
clearly the theme of The Experien- 
tial Agency’s soiree decor where 
blades of grass were projected on 
the stage’s 45-foot high walls. 


he was happy to share his space for 
BAM’s benefit. 

“BAM is the pre-eminent arts in- 
stitution in New York City and 
they’re great neighbors as well,” 
said Steiner, whose studios were 
used by director Ivan Reitman for 
his new movie, ‘My Super Ex-Girl- 
friend,” starring Uma Thurman. 

Gala chairs Alan and Judith 
Fishman, as well as BAM Presi- 
dent Karen Brooks Hopkins and 
Executive Producer Joseph Melillo, 
gave their remarks from atop a 
prop from Julie Taymor’s upcom- 
ing film “Across the Universe” — 
an enormous reproduction of the 
top of the torch of the Statue of 
Liberty. 

MMDG's season continues 
with a world premiere at Lincoln 
Center's Mostly Mozart festival, 
Aug. 17-19. Tickets go on sale 
June 7. Visit the Web site 
www.LincolnCenter.org for infor- 
mation. — Lisa J. Curtis 



Clamoring for Morris: At the BAM 2006 Spring Gala dinner in Steiner Studios 
were Studios Chairman Douglas Steiner, his date Corinne Takasaki, choreogra- 


BROOKLYN 

Nightlife 

Compiled by Chiara V. Cowan 
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Get answers to questions 
that you’ve been too 

tired to ask. 


Q: Why do I snore so loudly? 

Q: Why am I tired even after a full night’s sleep? 

Q: Why do I wake up feeling that I can’t catch my breath? 

Q: Why do I have difficulty falling asleep? 

Q: Why do I often feel as if I’m in a daze? 

Q: Why do I fight to stay awake while I’m driving? 

A: THE INSTITUTE FOR SLEEP 
AND BREATHING DISORDERS. 

At the Institute for Sleep & Breathing Disorders, you can finally 
find the answer to these questions and begin to live a fuller, more 
productive life. The center is open seven days a week and has 
all the amenities of a four-star hotel. So, you can have your sleep 
study any day and leave the next morning ready for work. Good 
sleep could be just a few days away. Please call to arrange for 
an appointment. 


718 - 283-2920 




Lazer Vaudeville 

Sat., April 15, 2006 at 1 PM 

Tickets start at just $8! 

Russian/Americans Kids 
Circus on Stage 

Sat., April 22, 2006 at 1 PM 

Tickets start at just $10! 

Yiddish© Cup Klezmer Band 

Sun., April 23, 2006 at 2 PM 

Tickets start at just $25! 


Call or Go Online Today! 

(71SI 951-4500 





GYMNASTICS 



ART FOR lODS 


£ 


theartistryprojew 

•After school programs 'Birthday parties 
•Mommy and me 'Weekend workshops 

www.theartistryproject.com 

718-858-0217 




All KIDS COOK! classes meet at the 170 Hicks Street kitchen I 
To register call Jane at (718) 797-0029 1 

Kidsf«f»T»1!tl 


Birthday Parties 



• Fun, safe, well supervised 

• Exclusive use of equipment and gym 

• 90 minute party 

• Wednesday, Saturday or Sunday 

• Approx $20 per child 


^ CALL FOR MORE INFO! 


289 Kent Avenue (Bet. S. 1 st & S. 2nd) (71 8) 21 8-7065 

Williamsburg (L Train to Bedford Ave. Station) www.msjgym.com 
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summer day camp 
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■[ Different activities daily 

^ i_ Experienced staff 

weekly & monthly sessions 
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FAMILY CLASSIFIEDS 


DRUM LESSONS 

All styles & levels 


SLOPE MUSIC 

Instrumental & Vocal 

Bands available 

718-768-3804 


Piano Lessons 

Piano Lessons can be fun! 
I'm great with kids and adults. 

IN FLATBUSH AREA 
Call Christiana 

718-693-0583 


To advertise in the 
Family Classifieds, 
please call 
(718) 834-9350 




gic, Balloon Sculpting, Puppets, 

718-434-9697 9 
917-318-9092 


AP Physics - May 8th Exam 
plus: Chemistry, Math, SAT 


(Regents & SAT). 

ACADEMIC EDGE 

(718)501-5111 AE 
Math Tutor Masters Degre 


ing Computer Science). Call (718) 
837-8626 or (646) 263-1038. Ask 
for Raymond Andree. Very rea- 
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AMPS 


PARENT ™ 


Nice side of lice 


I T HAD ALREADY BEEN 
a pretty bad week. But 
Mrs. Kravitz’s phone call 
Friday afternoon turned it into a 
really lousy one. Literally. 

“I have bad news,” Mrs. 
Kravitz said breathlessly. 
“Beauty Girl has lice.” 

As soon as she said the 
words, Smartmom’s head 
started to itch. Like mad. 
Beauty Girl is the Oh So 
Feisty One’s best friend and 
she had slept over a few 
nights before. In fact, the girls 
had tried on each other’s 
clothing and shared a pillow. 

“I’m really, really sorry,” 
Mrs. Kravitz said her voice 
dripping with genuine re- 
morse. “But you better check 
OSFO’s head. She probably 
has it, too.” 

Smartmom’s head was, in 
addition to itching, spinning. 
She barely knew what to do 
first. In a state of suspended 
dread, she called Hepcat at the 
Edgy Computer Startup. 

“Are you going out to Boro 
Park?” he asked referring to the 
Orthodox Jewish nit-picker, the 
go-to gal when it comes to lice 
in Park Slope. OSFO had been 
there once during a previous 
lice scare at PS 321. 

Abby Goldfard, who’s even 
been profiled in the New 
Yorker, has 10 children and an 
examination room with bright 
fluorescent lighting, where she 
checks heads, removes the lit- 
tle buggers, and charges a tidy 

But it’s worth every penny 
when you get one of those 
notes from school: “A child in 
your child’s class has lice. . .” 
But really. There’s no stigma 
about lice anymore. It’s not 
some Dickensian scourge or a 
sign of incipient poverty. All the 
schools — public, Brooklyn 
private, even Manhattan private, 
have outbreaks — lice don’t 
seem to care if your parents are 
bond traders or the people 
marching over the Brooklyn 
Bridge last week 

But first things first. Smart- 
mom stripped everyone’s bed 
in the apartment and schlep- 
ped all the comforters, sheets, 
pillowcases, and clothing to 
the local laundry on Sixth Av- 
enue and Fifth Street. 

“Wash this stuff very, very 
hot,” Smartmom told the ele- 
gant Ecuadorian man who has 


SMART 
mom 

By Louise Crawford 



been doing their laundry ever 
since she and Hepcat moved 
to Park Slope. “My daughter 
may have lice,” she said in 
barely a whisper. The man 
didn’t even raise an eyebrow. 

Back at the building, 
Smartmom and OSFO check- 
ed on Mrs. Kravitz and Beau- 
ty Girl. Mr. Kravitz, sum- 
moned home early from work 
because of the lice emergency, 
answered the door. “I’ve been 
itching ever since they told 
me,” he said cheerfully. 

Sheets, blankets, and pil- 
lows littered the hallway. 
Their mattresses were in an 
upright position on the beds. 

“I’m in here checking BG’s 
hair,” Mrs. Kravitz called 
from the bathroom. “Do you 

Before Smartmom could 
answer, Mr. Kravitz placed a 
tall glass of Chardonnay in her 


Sitting on the toilet seat, 
Mrs. Kravitz examined BG’s 
hair, slathered white with 
Pantene Hair Conditioner, 
with a fine-tooth comb. 

“This is how the lady in 
Boro Park does it,” Mrs. 
Kravitz said with a high de- 
gree of competency. “I’m 
finding a lot here.” She proud- 
ly showed Smartmom what 
she was finding in BG’s hair. 

S MARTMOM KNEW 
what she had to do. She 
trekked over to Palma 
Pharmacy for supplies: hair 
conditioner, paper towels, and 
a nit-picking comb. On the 
way home, she stopped at 
Shawn’s for bottles of 
Chardonnay and Shiraz; and 
Fish Tales, for an assortment 
of sushi, sashimi, and maki 
rolls. Might as well make it a 


Once the sushi buffet was 
set up on Mrs. Kravitz’s din- 
ing room table, and the new 
bottles decanted, it was Smart- 
mom’s turn to sit on the toilet 
seat and nit-pick through 
OSFO’s hair. Smartmom held 
her breath in anticipation of 
what she would find. 

“It’s coming up clean,” Mrs. 
Kravitz exclaimed. “What a re- 
lief.” Smartmom felt like cry- 
ing. 

“I want lice,” OSFO whined. 

“What?” the two moms ex- 
claimed in unison. WHY DO 
YOU WANT LICE? 

“Because then I’ll get a lot of 
attention.” The two moms 
rolled their eyes. Tmst me. 
You’re getting plenty of atten- 
tion, Smartmom assured her. 
Plenty. 

Once they were done nit- 
picking, it was time for a fes- 
tive sushi feast. “You better 
have Hepcat check your 
head,” Mrs. Kravitz said bal- 
ancing a California roll on her 
chopstick. Smartmom poured 
herself another glass of wine. 

After the Lice Party, Hepcat 
did check Smartmom’s head 
and found nothing. Woo Hoo. 
No bugs, no eggs. Smartmom 
and OSFO had dodged the lice 
bullet once again. And had a lit- 
tle sushi party in the process. 

Not such a lousy day, after 
all. 


Mmm, mmm insects 

By Sharon Seitz 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

I just love insects. I like them so much that I’ve 
eaten them. Even my kids have tried them — and 
even they didn’t gag. 

We were first introduced to homemade “crick- 
et cookies” about a year ago at Brooklyn’s Salt 
Marsh Nature Center, where the Urban Park 
Rangers lead a program on edible insects. The 
program returns on Saturday, April 8, so ready 
your taste buds for crickets baked to a crispy 
crunch inside some sumptuous cookie dough. 

You’ll also leam how nutritious insects are 
(high in protein and calcium!) and how popular 
entomophagy is in other cultures. And they’re so 
tasty too! 

Edible Insects, 1 p.m., Saturday, April 8, the 
Salt Marsh Nature Center (Avenue U and East 
33rd Street. Call 718-421-2021). 

Sharon Seitz leads nature tours and is author 
of “Big Apple Safari for Families: The Urban 
Park Rangers Guide to Nature in New York City. ” 



Hey, kid, don't eat that Praying Mantis — 
but do enjoy a grasshopper cookie at the 
Salt Marsh Nature Center. 
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Our Camp 


• Variety of programs for 
campers age 4'/2 to 14 

• Safe, fun, stimulating 
environment 

• Very flexible registration; 
accommodating 10 week 
season 

• Free morning transportation 
from most Brownstone 
Brooklyn neighborhoods 

• Established 1992 


Spring Break 
Mini- Camp 

April 17-21, 2006 
5 days of trips & activities 
based in Park Slope 

Open House for 
Summer Camp 

Sat., 4/8 & Sun., 4/23 
presentations at 12 and 1pm 
339 8 St. just below 6 Ave. 


718 788-PSDC (7732) 


www.parkslopedaycamp.com 


Better Brooklyn Community Center 

Summer Enrichment Camp 2006 


academic enrichment + gymnastics + dance + art + 
band + rockdimbing + horseback riding + bowling + 
nature + swimming + athletic sports + special events 


OPEN 

HOUSE 


= a FUN learning experience ECHtSfia 
for children from 4 to 1 5 years old! 


WE PROVIDE: 

• Academic enrichment through exciting 
electives and performing arts 

• Weekly field trips to fun and cultural venues 

• Daily lunch & snacks 

• Mature, experienced, and licensed staff 
who enjoy working with kids 

• A quality experience with affordable rates 

Licensed by NYC Department of Health 


Choose from 2 - 8 weeks 9:00am - 5:00pm 

Session #1 July 3-14 I Early Drop 8am 

Session #2 July 17-28 Late Stay 6:00pm 

Session #3 July 31-Aug 1 1 I Register before 3/15/06 
Session #4 Aug 1 4-25 | to save $200 off camp rates. 

ACD, HRA, Transit vouchers accepted 

718-624-1992 ext. 10 + www.bkcenter.org 

Camp Main Office: 408 Jay Street @ Fulton Street 


Brooklyn Children's 
Academy Pre-School 1 

OPEN HOUSE: 
6:30pm every Monday 
in May and June 

"Providin 

educatic 

g quality preschool 
>ri and childcare" 

Register Now For 2006-2007 School Year 
Children of all Ethnic & 
CulturalBackgrounds Welcome 

6 months through 5 year olds 

Full and Part lime Programs 

Year Round Childcare 

Extended Hours for Working Parents 

Certified Teachers in Early Childhood Education 

Storytelling, Computers, Free Play 

Music & Movement, Dramatic Play, Arts & Crafts 

Full Licensed and Registered 

n 

122 Pierrepont Street 
1 at Clinton St. 

Brooklyn, New York 11201 
rT’I - 718-403-9516 

www.brooklynchildren.org 
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A fully licensed and certified preschool 


□ 2-4 year old programs 

□ Licensed teachers 

Q Optimal educational equipment 

□ Exclusive outdoor facilities 

□ Indoor Gym facilities 


□ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 

□ Spacious Classrooms 

□ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Caring, loving environment 


Summer Program Available 


Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street [bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 


Brooklyn Heights 

JEWISH SPORTS ACADEMY 

Ages: 5-9 June 26th - August 11th 

At: The Hannah Senesh School - 215 Pacific St. 
Specialists in Supervised £ Instructional: 
v© Swimming. Soccer & Tennis 

Dramatics • Ballet • Dance • Pony Riding • Trips • Crafts 
Judaic Study • Karate • Computers & Much, Much More!!! 

Delicious & Nutritious Lunch Provided 

DATES: TIMES £ FEES 

Session 1: June 26 - July 7th, Session 2: July 10th - July 21st Hours 9am-3pm. Cost $450 per session. 

Session 3: July 24th - Aug 4th, Session 4 (1 week only): Aug 7th - 1 1th Extended Session 8am-6pm. Extra $300 per session 

Contact: Simcha (718) 596-4840 Ext. 15 • Jewishrevolution@aol.com 

Checks made payable to Camp Gan Israel, 117 Remsen Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201. Administration lee o( $100 per child. Camp is dosed July 4th and Aug. 3rd [Tisha B'Av) 

10% discount early bird registration before April 1st 




Nature OrientecI, PhysicAlly ActIve 
OutcIoor, TRAVEliNq DAy Camp 



Experienced, Carefully Chosen, Adult Staff 


DAiLy Tmps to: 


Swim at a lake, pool or the beach. Weekly hikes 
through native forests. Trips to Museums, Zoos, 
Playgrounds, The Aquarium, Liberty Science 
Center, Bowling and a special trip to Sesame PI. 

FlExiblE SchEdulE: 7, 4, 5 or 6 weeks. 

5, 4 or 5 dAys a week. 

EAitly dnop-oFF (8am) an<1 Iate pick up (6pM) AVAiUbU 

Ages 5 to 1 1 years 


Park Slope • (718) 768-6419 
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Our man 
in Nigeria 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The on-again, off-again, delayed-by-immigration- 
authorities-again marriage of Coney Island Circus 
Sideshow creator Dick Zigun and Pat Mukuro, his 
Nigerian pop-singer fiancee, is back on again. 

In fact, Zigun — stymied by immigration authorities in 
Cyprus and France, who twice forced the cancellation of 
the nuptials — will jet off to Nigeria on Wednesday to be re- 
united with his bride-to-be. 

But wait, there’s still plenty of time for these marriage 
plans to fail. 

Nigerian law requires Zigun to remain in the country for 
21 days before he can marry Mukuro, so remain in Nigeria 
he will. 

“This is big news over there,” Zigun told The Brooklyn 
Papers. “The Times is considering sending its Africa corre- 
spondent to cover the wedding.” (Makes sense, given that 



Mukuro is not only a famous singer, but an Urhobo 
princess.) 

Zigun met Mukuro at the Mermaid Parade in 1997, but 
her career kept them apart. After 9-11, she was deported “on 
a technicality,” he said. Attempts to get married abroad were 
also tied up in international red tape. 

After the couple weds (we mean “if,” of course), Zigun 
said he will begin tackling mounds of paperwork to get 
Mukuro cleared to live in this country, whereupon she will 
take her rightful place among the “freaks, geeks and won- 
ders of human curiosity” at the sideshow. 

Zigun has said he sees his bride as a perfect “Madame 
Twisto.” — Kuntzman 


New Yorkers should 
be ‘free’ to honor 
fallen WTC heroes 


The Brooklyn Papers 

Freedom isn’t free, but one Bay Ridge lawmaker 
wants to make sure that at least the World Trade Center 
Memorial museum is. 

One week after Mayor Bloomberg hinted that there would 
probably be an admission fee at the 9-1 1 museum being built 
at Ground Zero, state Sen. Marty Golden (R-Bay Ridge) an- 
nounced legislation that would prevent such a thing. 

“No one . . . should be forced 
_ to pay an admission fee to 
- "V. pay tribute to those lost 
and to remember the 
W horrifying attacks which 
E took place on our 
I homeland against our 

■ democracy,” Golden 

U said in a statement. 

I Golden’s legislation 
jPSP would amend the section 
^ of the state finance law 
that governs the World 
ki Trade Center memorial 
“ fund so that if an admission 
•y fee is imposed, “all monies 
f provided [by the state] shall 
be immediately forfeit, and 
shall be returned to the state.” 

state is chipping in $80 
million towards construction of 
the memorial. 

Golden (left) jumped into 
the fray after Bloomberg said 
last week, “All museums in 
I this day and age charge to get 
in. Somebody’s got to pay the 
maintenance, and we’re not 
going to have fewer cops or 
fewer teachers or invest 
less in our cultural institutions just to pick up another ex- 
pense. We’ve got to get the money from someplace, and 
that’s just the real world.” 

Officials say will cost $40 million per year to run the mu- 
seum and visitors’ center — which will honor the 2,979 peo- 
ple (minus the hijackers) who died in the 9-1 1 terror attacks. 
Memorial Foundation spokeswoman Lynn Rasic said it was 
“premature” to discuss whether there will be an admission 
fee, which is being reviewed along with “other types of rev- 
enue-producing” options. 

“We do have to operate in a fiscally responsible way as we 
maintain this important symbol for everyone,” she said. 

The museum at the site of the Oklahoma City bombing — 
where 168 people died in what was then the nation’s worst 
terror attack — charges $8, but victims’ families are let in for 

The federally subsidized Holocaust museum in Washing- 
ton, D.C. does not charge admission. 

Six million Jews — and millions of others — died in the 
Holocaust. — Kuntzman 



Coney rides ready, boardwalk broken 


The Brooklyn Papers 

Everything is ready at Coney Island 
— the paintballs are on the shelves at 
the Shoot the Freak booth, the rides 
have all been inspected by the 
Department of Buildings, the Cyclone 
has been refitted with new wood, and 
there’s even toilet paper (for now) in 
the public bathroom — so why is there 
a big hole in the famous Boardwalk? 

Just as the good weather has kicked in, 
the Parks Department is still fixing a block- 
long rift in the Boardwalk right in front of 
Deno’s Wonder Wheel Park. 

“They said they’d have this fixed in time 
for the opening weekend [April 8-9], but 
now they say Memorial Day,” said Dennis 
Vourderis, owner of the fabled Wonder 


Wheel (86 years and going strong) and kid- 
die park that surrounds it. 

“How do they do this to me? This should 
have been finished a month ago.” 

A Parks Department spokesman said that 
the project had always been expected to be 
completed by mid-May, so, at most, it is 
only a week or so behind schedule. 

The big hole was the bad news for Vour- 
deris. But the good news is that Buildings in- 
spectors signed off on the safety of his rides last 
week, a beginning-of-the-season rite of passage 
for all of Coney’s amusement operators. 

Inspectors Bill Hurley and Warren Smith 
marked the end of their two- week inspection 
by allowing a few fortunate kids — and 
their parents in the press — to ride the rides 
a week early. Somebody had to test them, 
right? — Gersh Kuntzman 




Department of Buildings inspector Bill Hurley certified last week that Deno's Wonder Wheel Park is safe for kids like this tyke. But the famous Boardwalk (right) is another story. 


Verrazano Bridge could have toll on election 


The Brooklyn Papers 

A Bay Ridge Democrat 
hoping to unseat four-term 
Rep. Vito Fossella (R- 
Staten Island) has found 
an issue that hits Staten 
Islanders where they live: 
he wants to eliminate the 
toll on the Verrazano-Nar- 
rows Bridge. 

Community Board 10 
member Steve Harrison says 
the $9 one-way toll violates 
a state law requiring con- 
gressional districts to be 
“compact, contiguous and 
convenient.” 

The 13 th district, which 
Harrison hopes to win in No- 
vember, includes all of Stat- 
en Island and part of Bay 
Ridge, thanks to a Constitu- 
tional requirement that all 
House districts to be equally 
populated. 

If development on Staten 
Island continues apace, “The 
Rock” will someday com- 
prise its own district — but 
until then, it is linked to Bay 
Ridge by a lengthy, expen- 
sive span with no foot or 


bike path. 

In other words, not “con- 
venient.” 

“A Bronx district was 
linked by the Willis Avenue 
Bridge, but that bridge is 
short, has pedestrian access 
and is free, resulting in con- 
venient intra-district travel,” 
said Harrison, a lawyer. 

“But the Verrazano [is] 
the functional equivalent of a 
wall mnning down the mid- 
dle of the district. Imagine 
the outrage if there was a $9 
toll to cross Broadway.” 

Harrison said his legisla- 
tion would only outlaw intra- 
district tolls from district res- 
idents. Non-residents would 
still have to pay. 

The incumbent, who has 
fought the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
over the $9 toll, and lost, 
said Harrison’s idea would 
be congressional road kill. 

“Steve should be telling 
residents that Congress has 
no jurisdiction over bridge 
tolls and that his legal prem- 
ise is too weak to stand up in 
the courts,” said Fossella 


spokesman Craig Donner. 

‘It’s easy to promise a bill 
to require it to be 75 degrees 
and sunny every day, but we 
all know winter isn’t going 
anywhere.” 

Neighboring Rep. Anthony 
Weiner (D-Sheepshead Bay) 
could be excused for wonder- 
ing what all the fiscal fuss was 
about. After all, he has TWO 
toll bridges within his district 
— the Marine Parkway-Gil 
Hodges Memorial Bridge and 
the Cross Bay-Veterans 
Memorial Bridge. Both cost 
$2.25 each way. 

“And I have constituents 
in Broad Channel who have 
to go over a bridge to mail a 
letter,” Weiner said. 

“We all wish there were 
no tolls at all, but if there 
aren’t enough voters in Stat- 
en Island, what are you go- 
ing to do? A long time ago, 
Staten Island used to be at- 
tached to a Lower Manhat- 
tan district, which I would 

Worse for whom? The 
congressman did not say. 

— Kuntzman 



A Bay Ridge candidate hopes to eliminate the toll on the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge. 


More living, less working in Red Hook’s future? 


The Brooklyn Papers 

City officials are touting a 
plan that could result in more 
housing along a prime stretch of 
the Red Hook waterfront — 
bringing up long-simmering ten- 
sions between would-be devel- 
opers and the people who toil at 
Brooklyn’s last working port. 

Officials with the city Economic 
Development Corporation this week 


proposed dividing 120-acres of in- 
dustrial pier land between Degraw 
Street and Atlantic Avenue into three 
development parcels — the first time 
the city has considered opening up 
that land for residential development. 

The preliminary proposal won’t be 
finalized until 2007, when the city takes 
over the Port Authority-owned piers. 

Inside the Port Authority’s fences 
now sit a few low-slung buildings and a 
lumberyard. But on Columbia Street 


across from the port, set designers and 
other creative professionals, plus cafes 
and bars to service them, have been 
sprouting up for the past few years — an 
indication that the future of the strip is 
more Smith Street than Cannery Row. 

EDC said the proposal could ce- 
ment the area’s maritime identity or 
hasten its demise. 

“The question is: Do we keep this 
area maritime or put lighter [industrial] 
uses there or do we mirror the kind of 


development that is happening across 
the street?” EDC vice president Kate 
Collignon asked Community Board 6’s 
Waterfront Committee this week. 

But despite all the wiggle room 
Collignon left in her presentation, 
longtime committee member Matt 
Yates left in a huff. 

Yates was not only enraged at Col- 
lignon. City officials have long said 
they will not renew the lease Ameri- 
can Stevedoring, which currently op- 


erates the Red Hook Container Port, 
when its lease expires next year. 
Yates is the company’s director of 
commercial operations. 

And as if there wasn’t enough con- 
troversy, another speaker suggested us- 
ing Brooklyn Bridge Park — which is 
under fire for relying on luxury housing 
to subsidize publicly funded green 

That idea was greeted with silence. 

— Ariella Cohen 


B'klyn brew out at Freddy's 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Woe, Canada — Freddy’s Bar 
has joined the boycott of 
Brooklyn Brewery beer and has 
replaced the hometown suds with 
Labatt Blue. 

The Prospect Heights bar pulled out 
its Brooklyn Lager tap at 8:30 on 
Monday night after selling its last pint 
of Brooklyn lager, citing brewery 
owner Steve Hindy ’s support of Bruce 
Ratner’s Atlantic Yards mega-develop- 

Ratner owns the building occupied 
by Freddy’s — which will be tom 
down to make room for a proposed 
arena for Ratner’s Brooklyn-bound 
New Jersey Nets. 

Hindy, already facing a Web-based 
boycott of his beer because he sup- 
ports the team’s relocation, earned fur- 
ther wrath last month when he told 
The Brooklyn Papers that he supports 
the entire $3. 5-billion project — the 
largest development in Brooklyn his- 

Ratner sells Hindy’s beer at the 
Meadowlands. 

“To [Brooklyn Brewery], it’s an ac- 
count, but to us, it’s a home,” said 
Freddy’s owner Donald O’Finn. 

Hindy hit back that O’ Finn was 
shortchanging his customers with a 
“generic” mainstream Canadian brew. 

“I’m very sorry to hear that Freddy’s 
thinks that selling a beer owned by the 
biggest beer conglomerate in the world 
is better for them and their community 
than Brooklyn Lager,” Hindy said. 

Many of O’Finn’s customers were 
caught between the Scylla of O’Finn’s 
anger and the Charybdis of Hindy’s 
delectable draughts. 

“My band just played here the other 
night and we drank Brooklyn and had 
a great time,” said Alec Betterley, pi- 
anist in the band. My Friend Other. 

“But I also understand the issue, so 
I understand what Donald is doing.” 

Virginia Griswold got the last pint. 

“I didn’t know he was cutting us 
off, or else I would’ve ordered two,” 
said this Brooklyn beer fan — who 
nonetheless supported O’Finn. 

“I completely agree with Donald’s 


right to do this. If Brooklyn Brewery is 
contributing to his bar’s demise, this is 
what he has to do.” 

But that’s a big “if,” Griswold ad- 

“I’m not sure if Brooklyn Brewery 
is really what is driving Freddy’s out, 
but Hindy’s public support for Ratner 
does contribute to that eventuality, so 
yes, the boycott is important.” 

But like so many important things, 
it hurt O’Finn’s customers more than it 
hurt him. At around 7:30, O’Finn start- 
ed the extrication process, first taping 
a red circle and slash over the Brook- 
lyn Lager neon sign in his window. 
Next, at 8:30, he covered the “Brook- 
lyn Lager” sign above the bar with a 
“Labatt” sign. Only one customer 
clapped — though more applauded 
when O’Finn covered over Brooklyn 
Lager’s $4 price with the new $3.50 
price for a pint of Labatt. (Clearly, 
beer price trumps beer politics.) 

Finally, O’Finn opened up the 
Brooklyn Lager tap and let the honey- 
hued libation flow without so much as 
a glass to catch it before it went down 
the drain. 

“Wait, Donald,” yelled one man. 
“Can I grab a bucket?” 

Another customer, Sean Gallahue, 
was more philosophical. 

“Sure, it hurts to watch this great 
beer get wasted, but I’m sure the tea 
they threw into Boston Harbor was 
good tea, too. But that wasn’t about 
tea. It was about something larger, like 
this.” 

Gallahue admitted that he once 
lived in Vermont, where he had ample 
opportunity to sample Labatt. 

“It is,” he said, “frat-party piss water.” 

After a minute or two, the Brooklyn 
Lager sputtered to an end at Freddy’s 
Bar. Seconds later, O’Finn screwed off 
the Brooklyn tap and replaced it with 
the Labatt version (it features the mask 
of a hockey goalie). Without fanfare, 
the Labatt started flowing a few sec- 
onds later (see sidebar). 

But a day later, Brooklyn Lager was 
back at Freddy’s — in the form of a 
company truck driver showing up to 
reclaim the neon sign. 

It’s property of Brooklyn Brewery, 
not Freddy’s. — with Gersh Kuntzman 


Lousy Labatt 
is new Bud 


\rnmm 

ANGLE 


Full disclosure: I drank the first pint of La- 
batt’s at Freddy’s this week. 

Fuller disclosure: It tasted lousy. 

Fullest disclosure: That’s not a comment on Freddy’s 
boycott of Brooklyn Lager; Labatt’s really is lousy. 

Reasonable people can 
disagree on whether 
Freddy’s Bar is justified 
in boycotting Brooklyn 
Lager because brewery 
owner Steve Hindy sup- 
ports Bruce Ratner’s At- 
lantic Yards project — a 
project that will result in 
the demise of the 100- 
plus-year-old Freddy’s. 

But reasonable people 
cannot disagree on one 
thing: Freddy’s owner 
Donald O’Finn picked a 
weak substitute for the 
beer of Kings. 

I know this because I 
took a silver bullet for 
you, dear reader, by 

drinking the first pint of Labatt Blue that flowed from 
O’Finn’s formerly Brooklyn Lager tap. Here are my 
tasting notes: 

“Crisp, very light, and hoppy; has about as much body 
as a cocaine-addled supermodel; tastes like an upscale 
Budweiser; it’s not offensive — which is offensive.” 

Here are my tasting notes for Brooklyn Lager: “Rich 
and thick with notes of honey, malt, cedar wood, fil- 
berts and Brooklyn integrity; a superior beer.” 

Having consumed O’Finn’s politically correct new 
beer, I questioned him on his poor choice. 

“Well, I chose Labatt because I thought Canada had no 
eminent domain, but upon deeper research, I found out 
that they do,” said O’Finn at Monday’s boycott celebra- 
tion. “So now I’m in search of a country that has no emi- 
nent domain. I just hope they make a good beer.” 

One man immediately yelled out, “What about Rus- 
sia?” but his suggestion was immediately tabled. 
“Russian beer sucks,” someone else screamed. 

And, lest we forget, eminent domain is alive and 
very well in that former Soviet republic. 



Brooklyn is out at Freddy's 


Queen is 
coming 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The city is so intent on properly 
welcoming the Queen — the 
Queen Mary 2, that is — that the 
Red Hook piers where she’ll dock 
next week will end up costing near- 
ly twice as much as planned. 

Last-minute preparations are still being 
made at Piers 1 1 and 12, which are being 
converted into a terminal in time for the 
Queen’s maiden arrival on April 15. 

The terminal, which was originally 
slated to cost $30 million, will end up 
costing $52 million, city officials admit- 
ted. 

They also admitted that projections of 
the number of jobs the expensive ship 
terminal would create were a tittle off — 
by 50 percent. 

“We’re [now] saying the terminal will 
create 300 direct jobs,” said Janel Pater- 
son, a spokeswoman for the city Eco- 
nomic Development Corporation. 

A press release just over a year ago 
had proclaimed, “Cruise Facility at 
Brooklyn’s Piers 11-12 to Create 600 

Some say the reality will be even less 
job-filled. 

“In terms of full-time permanent po- 
sitions, [the terminal] only yields 17 real 
jobs,” said Matt Yates, spokesman for 
American Stevedoring, which previous- 
ly occupied Pier 11 and is now facing 
eviction. Patterson also defended the 

“We first ... contemplated a plain 
vanilla terminal, but then Cunard decid- 
ed to bring the Queen Mary 2 and asked 
for some upgrades,” she said. 

And the city obliged. 

Queen Mary 2, the largest cruise ship 
in the world, required royal treatment 
beyond mere cosmetic improvements, 
such as extra dredging and bigger bol- 

Patterson defended the added expens- 
es as minimal compared to the “$200 
million in port charges” that the cruise 
ship industry will pay to the city through 
2017. 

Yates said EDC’s numbers are too opti- 
mistic. — Dana Rubin stein and Cohen 
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SATNICK 


We offer quality service on 
all jewelry repairs or have 
your jewelry redesigned. 

Jewelry checked 
and cleaned 
FREE OF CHARGE. 


Hartley F. Satnick 

The only Certified 
Master Watchmaker 


of New York City 
serving the community 
for over 44 years 


Visit us at our new location 

187 State Street 

(off Court St) 

(718) 852-1421 • Fax (718) 852-9697 • gHQ 
HOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 11:00am - 5:00pm 


Beef leads bottle bashing 
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By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

An angry man attacked 
two women on Montague 
Street with a bottle — and 
threatened them with far 
worse on March 30, police 
said. 

The thug leapt from a car 
moments before noon, when 
he saw a 25-year-old acquain- 
tance and a 26-year-old friend 
walking near Court Street. 
Motivated by a desire to retal- 
iate for “trouble” she had al- 
legedly caused his friend — 
who is the father of her baby 
— the man threatened to stab 
her, according to police. 

When the two women ran 
away, the attacker lobbed a 
glass bottle, striking one in her 
forehead and leaving a painful 

Police are now searching 
for the attacker, a 6-foot- 1, 
190-pound black man known 
as “Brian.” The suspect has a 
scar on his forehead and wore 
a red hat, a red shirt and white 
sneakers the day of the attack. 

Candid camera 

The thief was caught in the 
act — at least on camera. 


POLICE BLOTTER 


The security cameras at a 
Fulton Street dentist’s office 
captured a sticky-fingered 
woman snatching a DVD 
player from a patient who fell 
asleep in the waiting room on 
March 31, police said. 

When the 47 -year-old man 
dozed off, around 1:30 pm, 
the disc player was stashed on 

That prompted the suspect 
to grab the DVD and dash 
from the office, near Flatbush 
Avenue. But she left her im- 
age behind on video, and now 
police have her name and ad- 
dress, too, they said. 

Lots stolen 

A posse of four armed 
thugs robbed the attendants at 
a parking garage off Fulton 
Mall on April 1, collecting 
nearly $1,500, police said. 

The thieves burst into the of- 
fice of the Albee Square park- 
ing deck around 7:30 pm. One 
robber pointed a black handgun 
at the five garage employees 
while his accomplices rounded 
up the cash. They snatched 


PIZZA/SUBS/DINNERS/SALADS/WRAPS/APPETIZERS/CATERING 


Bella 

Pizzeria 

208 Livingston Street (at Hoyt) 

(718) 624-3996 • SS3 • Open 7 Days until 10pm 



Put a smile 
on her face! 

This week's special: 

Tulips direct 
from Holland 

$2 per stem 

107 Atlantic Ave. 

_ (bet. Henry & Hicks) 

j- //■ f-.'/N i'll-. — •flight-corn 
I (718) 625-2066 


Loose 
Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 


Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning,^ 
have the “Mini-Implant System” 
placed in less than two hours, 

then go out and enjoy your 

favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes. 



immigrants rally 


Thousands of immigrants waving flags from numerous 
American countries, including this one, converged on Cad- 
man Plaza Park last Saturday to protest a House bill that 
would make illegal immigration a felony. With signs declar- 
ing "No human being is illegal," the protestors marched 
over the Brooklyn Bridge (squeezing up the stairs onto the 
footpath, above). "It's important to tell the government, 
we have families here," said Leonel Lopez, who works in a 
Brooklyn sweater factory and has been here since 1990. "I 
have three kids, all bom here. They can't just wake up one 
day and call us criminals." — Dana Rubinstein 


LEGAL NOTICES 


$700 from the register and col- 
lected another $760 — plus 
two cellphones — from the 
workers before fleeing. 

The victims, all men, could 
provide few details about their 
attackers, cops said. 

Sandman 

A snoozing subway rider 
was robbed aboard a Manhat- 
tan-bound 2 train on April 1, 
police said. 

The 34-year-old victim had 
boarded the Flatbush- Avenue- 
bound train at Borough Hall 
around 3:30 am and passed 
out with exhaustion. He con- 
tinued to snooze as the train 
rattled all the way to the end 
of the line and began its trip 
back toward the city. 

When the train pulled away 
from Borough Hall this time, 
the sleepy man awoke to find 
his pants pockets cut open and 
his wallet, with $10 and vari- 
ous credit cards, and his cell- 
phone missing, police said. 

At Wall Street, the victim 
told the train conductor, who 
then notified police. The man 
later returned safe and sound 
back to Brooklyn. 

Cell snatched 

Two thugs beat a woman 
and stole her cellphone on 
March 27, police said. 

The pair jumped the 41- 
year-old victim as she walked 
along Willoughby Street, near 
Bridge Street, at 9:20 am. One 
thief smacked her in the face, 
while the other grabbed the 

Church hit 

For the second time this 
year, thieves took advantage 
of the open-door policy of a 
historic Park Slope church. 

Robbers stole a safe 
stocked with $350 — a por- 
tion of Sunday’s collection — 
from the Old First Reformed 
Church on Seventh Avenue 
and Carroll Street after servic- 
es on March 26, police said. 

“Fortunately, the loss was 
minimal,” said Pastor Daniel 
Meeter, the leader of the his- 
toric Park Slope church. “We 
got most of [the collection] to 
the bank.” 

The secretary at the land- 
mark granite-and-limestone 
ediface arrived around 9 am 
on March 27 to find the door 
to the church office open and 
the safe, normally stashed be- 
hind that door, missing. 

The thieves came in during 
the Protestant congregation’s 
normal open hours. The same 
thing happened in February, 
when someone sneaked in 
during Sunday services and 
stole the belongings of several 
parishioners, Meeter said. 

“When you walk on water, 
your feet can get wet,” the up- 
beat pastor added. 




• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans 
available and Insurance coverage) 


We go anywhere 
LG A, NWK 

Luxury cars, minivans, 8t 
wedding limos available 



*0NLY $495 | Call today for your 

FOR DENTURE! j 718-833-6895 
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Grandmothers Ruthie Richardson and Mary Parker were shot while sitting on this bench 
at 202 York St. in the Farragut Houses. The bullet came from the window in the building 
in the background at 177 Sands St. Days later, a blood stain still dampened the cement. 

Benched grandmas 
shot in Vinegar Hill 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Two grandmothers sitting on a bench in 
front of their Vinegar Hill housing project 
last Friday when a bullet grazed one wom- 
an’s neck before embedding itself one inch 
from the other woman’s spine, police said. 

Ruthie Richardson, 61, and Mary Parker, 63 
— both of 202 York St. — were rushed to 
Bellevue Hospital, where their injuries were 
treated, cops added. 

The shooting occurred at 2:35 pm in front of 
Richardson and Parker’s building in the Far- 
ragut Houses. 

The bullet began its journey to the grand- 
mothers from a ninth-floor apartment at 177 
Sands St., a building down the street, police 
sources said. 

An 18-year-old man had shot himself in the 
thigh at that address at roughly the same time. 
The teen was also taken to Bellevue in stable 
condition. He was later arrested, police said. 

By Monday morning, both women were con- 


valescing at home. Parker described the scene. 

“We were just waiting to come into the build- 
ing,” she told The Brooklyn Papers in a soft 
voice. “We heard a shot. Next thing I know, I 
must have fallen, because my knees were 
skinned.” 

The doctors wouldn’t remove the bullet 
lodged in her back for fear of damaging her 
spinal cord, only one inch from the bullet. 

Parker and Richardson are members of the 
tenant patrol. Richardson is also captain of her 
building. She said it still hurts too much to talk, 
but witnesses were able to describe a “crazy” 
scene during the shootings. 

“They were just trying to get some fresh air!” 
said a man known as Black, who was shopping 
at York Grocery, across the street from the 
shooting. 

“Could have been your mother, your grand- 
mother,” he added. 

While no one died, the neighborhood has suf- 
fered at least one significant loss: Parker said 
she will no longer serve on the tenant patrol. 
She’s afraid to. 


Charge 
teach 
in hit 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A special-education teach- 
er who worked with kids 
in Cobble Hill and Red 
Hook faces charges for 
assaulting a 10-year-old in the 
lunchroom of a Flatbush 
elementary school, police 
and school officials said. 

Education officials reas- 
signed the 47-year-old man to 
a district office — where he 
won’t be working with chil- 
dren — after the alleged inci- 
dent on March 29 at PS 109, 
on Snyder and Flatbush av- 
enues, said Keith Kalb, a De- 
partment of Education spokes- 
man. The teacher turned 
himself in to the Brooklyn 
Child Abuse squad April 3, 
and was charged with assault. 

The suspect, who worked 
full-time for the school system 
since 1998, allegedly repri- 
manded a child who threw 
something at a teacher by 
slamming him up against the 
lunchroom wall and hollering 
at him, according to a school 
district source. Children had 
Friday off from school, but 
when the youngster failed to 
return to school on Monday, 
the teacher went to police. 

A school employee since 
the 1980s, he was a gym 
teacher at PS 372 in Red 
Hook and PS 29 in Cobble 
Hill, before he was transferred 
to PS 109. —Stainton 
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World-Class 
Reproductive 
Medicine 



In the world 
of high-tech 
fertility treatment, 
understanding all the 
options available can 
be daunting. 

At Genesis, we want you 
to focus on your dreams, 
while we focus on the medicine. 

If you are trying to have a baby, the solution 
to your problem may be easier than you imagine. 

Richard V. Grazi MD and David B. Seifer MD 
are participating providers of Aetna, Blue Cross, 
Cigna, GHI, Oxford, The Empire Plan and United 
Health Care. 


A,)' 

GENESIS 


S 1355 84th Street 

v r- 1 Brooklyn, NY 11228 

k Tel: 718-283-8600 

www.genesisfertility.cc 
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Come check out our beautiful new office across 
from the Cobble Heights Theater. 

Always committed to providing the best personal service 
you deserve and market knoweldge you expect. 

BROWNSTONE 

Real Estate LLC LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER 

268 COURT STREET 

brownstonelistings.com (718) 855-4111 
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Pup 

Cakes 



GLASSES YOU WILL LOVE TO WEAR, 
WITH LENSES PERFECTLY PRESCRIBED 


Specialists on Staff: 

Kevin S. Meyers , M.D., Ophthalmology 
Eric Col man, O.D., Optometry 

• Comprehensive Eye Exams 

• Prescription Filled 

• Contact Lenses 

• Glaucoma And Cataract 
Testing And Treatment 

• Laser Vision Consultation 
Most Medical insurance Accepted • Union P/a 

Medicaid • Medicare • Discounts For Senior Citizens " 

9tfi Street OptieaC 

332 9th Street (between 5th & 6th Ave.) Brooklyn 


7 18-9G5-2545 




It’s here! 

Spring/Summer 
2006 Big Book 
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Purchase the NEW JCPenney* 
Spring 2006 Big Book for just $5 
and save $5 on your first order. 
Plus, save on shipping when you 
select delivery to your local 
JCPenney Catalog Desk 
compared to Home Delivery. 

Pick up a copy today or call 
1.800.222.6161 and ask for 
TA 004-0824. Also available 
online at jcpenney.com. 


Visit JCPenney SLOPE CATALOG SALES 

Inside Slope Drugs & Surgical Supply Inc. 

406 5th Ave. (7th st.) 

JCPenney Phone Pharmacy Phone 

(718) 832-3179 (718) 788-8899 



Fare leads to fear on F train 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A thief armed with a 
knife attacked a woman as 
she left a Park Slope sub- 
way station on April 1, po- 
lice said. 

The thug tracked the 29- 
year-old from the Fourth Av- 
enue F-train station, at Ninth 
Street, around 6:20 pm. When 
he got close, he grabbed her 
left arm, said something indis- 
cernible about her pocket, and 
flashed a silver knife with a 
yellow handle. 

“Are you afraid?” the man 
asked. “Help me out.” 

Instead, the woman scream- 
ed, and the robber bolted. Po- 


POLICE BLOTTER 


lice soon caught up with and 
arrested the 41 -year-old sus- 
pect. Cops said they found a 
bag of marijuana and a pair of 
Metrocards in his pocket, 
which bolstered the charges. 

Nude run 

That wasn’t a streaker dash- 
ing down a Gowanus street 
last week — it was the victim 
of an armed robbery. 

The naked drama began 
when a knife-wielding man 
tracked the 23-year-old victim 
to his home, on 11th Street 
near Third Avenue, around 


4:50 am on April 2, according 
to police. Once at the door, 
the thug forced his way inside, 
flashed his weapon and insist- 
ed, ‘Take off your clothes.” 
The surprised victim com- 
plied and the thief searched 
the pockets of the man’s dis- 
carded jeans, snagging his 
wallet. But when the robber 
bolted from the building, the 
victim gave chase — appar- 
ently without taking the time 
to re-assemble his outfit — 
following him onto the street, 
where he tackled the thug to 
the pavement, police said. 


This struggle gave authori- 
ties a chance to join the chase. 
Police charged die 5 1 -year-old 
man with felony robbery for 
stealing the victim’s wallet, 
which held $20, a driver’s li- 
cense and identification for 
the victim’s work and school. 

Killed by train 

A Manhattan-bound Q train 
struck and killed a man as it 
neared the Seventh Avenue 
station on April 1, police said. 

The victim, a white man in 
his late 30s, was clipped by the 
subway cars at 10:36 am and 
pronounced dead on the tracks 
moments later. Police investi- 
gators are still probing why the 
man was on the tracks as the 
train was pulling in. 


Sleepy burg 

A thief stole a half-dozen 
power tools and a kitchen 
faucet from a Degraw Street 
residence — but left behind 
the kitchen sink. 

The burglar broke through 
the glass front door at the 
home, near Fourth Avenue, af- 
ter 8:30 pm on March 29, but 
before 9 am the next morning, 
police said. While the 38-year- 
old resident slumbered away 
on the second floor, the robber 
raided the first-floor construc- 

The stolen items included 
two Sawzalls, a pair of power 
saws, two drills — valued at 
$900 all together — plus the 
faucet fixture. 


Bag o’ bills 

Someone snatched a duffel 
bag full of cash from a deliv- 
ery truck parked on Fifth Av- 
enue March 28, police said. 

The driver left the late- 
model GM tractor-trailer 
packed with Mexican prod- 
ucts near Union Street, around 
1:30 pm. When he returned a 
half-hour later, a blue duffel 
bag with $1,500 — all 20-dol- 
lar bills — had disappeared 
from the front seat of his rig. 

The driver told police it 
was common practice to leave 
the bag with cash inside the 
cab while making deliveries; 
he also conceded he might 
have forgotten to lock the 
buck’s door, police said. 


Again, burglars rip 
church on 7th Ave 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

For the second time this 
year, thieves took advan- 
tage of the open-door poli- 
cy of a historic Park Slope 
church. 

Robbers stole a safe 
stocked with $350 — a por- 
tion of Sunday’s collection — 
from the Old First Reformed 
Church on Seventh Avenue 
and Carroll Street after servic- 
es on March 26, police said. 

“Fortunately, the loss was 
minimal,” said Pastor Daniel 
Meeter, the leader of the his- 
toric Park Slope church. “We 


managed to get most of [the 
collection] to the bank.” 
“These burglaries happened 
when the church is vulnera- 
ble,” Pastor Meeter explained. 
“We have to be open.” 

The secretary at the land- 
mark granite-and-limestone 
ediface arrived around 9 am 
on March 27 to find the door 
to the church office open and 
the safe, normally stashed be- 
hind that door, missing. 

Pastor Meeter said the 
church is usually locked tight 
during the week to protect the 
building, constructed in the 
1890s, and students at the 
church’s nursery school. 



Immigrants rally 

Thousands of immigrants waving flags from numerous 
American countries, including this one, converged on Cad- 
man Plaza Park last Saturday to protest a House bill that 
would make illegal immigration a felony. With signs declar- 
ing, "Immigrants built this country," and "No human being 
is illegal," the protestors marched over the Brooklyn 
Bridge (squeezing up stairs onto the footpath, above). "It's 
important to tell the government, we have families here," 
said Leonel Lopez, who works in a Brooklyn sweater facto- 
ry and has been here since 1990. "I have three kids, all 
born here. They can't just wake up one day and call us 
criminals." — Dana Rubinstein 



The Child Study Center of New York, Est. 1981 
is proud to present 


Class 

Care 



167 Clermont Avenue 

between Myrtle & DeKalb Aves. 

. . .Where Life Long Learning Begins . . 
Serving ages 2.6-6 


✓ Licensed by the Department of 
Health Bureau of Day Care 

✓ New York State Certified teachers 

✓ Arts & Crafts 

✓ Computers in Classrooms 

✓ CPR and First Aid Certified Staff 

✓ Enrichment Programs 

✓ Full/ Half Day, Extended Day 
and As Needed Hours 


✓ Fully Air Conditioned 

✓ Indoor Gym 

✓ Integrated Program 

✓ Nutritional Breakfast/ Lunch 
available, Free or at Reduced Rate 

✓ Reading Readiness 

✓ Safe and Nurtuing t 

✓ Spacious Well-Equipped 
classrooms 


DON’T DELAY, REGISTER TODAY. SEATS ARE LIMITED. 
Contact: Janet Williams, Program Director 
(718) 854-3710, childstudyctr@aol.com 
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Groups that use the church 
facilities during the week, like 
a local chapter of Alcoholics 
Anonymous, are always care- 
ful to secure the building, he 

But the thieves came in 
during the Protestant congre- 
gation’s normal open hours. 
The same thing happened in 
February, when someone 
sneaked in during Sunday 
services and stole the belong- 
ings of several parishioners, 
Pastor Meeter said. 

“When you walk on water, 
your feet can get wet,” the up- 
beat pastor added. 

The attack — one of at 
least four crimes reported at 
area churches this year — 
comes just weeks after some- 
one sent a threatening, pow- 
der- and hate-filled letter to St. 
Mary’s Church, an Episcopal 
congregation in Fort Greene. 

In February, someone stole 
from the poor boxes at the Sa- 
cred Hearts of Jesus, Mary 
and St. Stephan, in Carroll 
Gardens. Police arrested a 
man who raided the purse of 
an employee at the First Bap- 
tist Church on Schermerhom 
Street the same month. 



Benched grandmas shot 


Two grandmothers were shot Friday as 
they sat on a bench in front of their Vine- 
gar Hill housing project, a bullet grazing 
one woman's neck before embedding it- 
self one inch from the other woman's 
spine, police said. 

Ruthie Richardson, 61 , and Mary Parker, 
63, were rushed to Bellevue Hospital, where 
their injuries were treated, cops added. The 
2:35 pm shooting occurred in front of 
Richardson and Parker's building in Farragut 
Houses, the bullet beginning its journey 
from a ninth-floor apartment in a building 
down the street, police sources said. 

An 1 8-year-old man had shot himself in 
the thigh at that address at roughly the 
same time. The teen was also taken to 
Bellevue in stable condition. He was later 
arrested, police said. By Monday, both 
women were convalescing at home. 

"We were just waiting to come into the 


building," Parker said. "We heard a shot. 
Next thing I know, I must have fallen, be- 
cause my knees were skinned." 

The doctors wouldn't remove the bullet 
lodged in her back for fear of damaging her 
spinal cord, only one inch from the bullet. 

Parker and Richardson are members of 
the tenant patrol. Richardson is also cap- 
tain of her building. She said it still hurts 
too much to talk, but witnesses were able 
to describe a "crazy" scene during the 
shootings. 

"They were just trying to get some fresh 
air!" said a man shopping at York Grocery, 
across the street from the shooting. 
"Could have been your mother, your 
grandmother." 

While no one died, the neighborhood 
has suffered at least one significant loss: 
Parker said she will no longer serve on the 
tenant patrol. She's afraid to. — Rubinstein 


We are pleased to announce 
the opening of our new 

Patient Service Center 

in Park Slope 

Quest 

Diagnostics 

Quest Diagnostics is the nation's leading provider of diagnostic testing. 

The patient comes first in everything we do. Our passion is to provide every 
patient and every customer with services and products of uncompromising 
quality - error free, on time, every time. We do that by dedicating ourselves to 
the relentless pursuit of excellence in the services we provide. 

Quest Diagnostics Patient Center 
348 13th Street, Suite 102 

between 6th and 7th Avenues 

Brooklyn, New York 

HOURS OF OPERATION 

Monday-Friday, 8:00am - 4:30pm (closed 12-lpm for lunch) 

Medicare and most major insurance plans accepted. 

For our hours of operation and additional Patient Service Centers 
located in New York, please call our Patient Service Center locator 
at (800) 377-8448 or visit Quest Diagnostics 

at www.OuestDiagnostics.com 







April 8, 2006 


The Brooklyn Papers • www.BrooklynPapers.com • (718) 834-9350 


BRZ 17 


DALE BAGELS INC. 

6201 18th Ave. • (718) 232-0132 
Open 24 hours, 7 days a week • 

Huge selection of sandwiches, wraps and 
salads. We do hot and cold catering. 
Serving the community over 15 years 


HAND ROLLED BAGELS 

Buy 8 Bagels, Get 5 FREE! 



Seeking plumber ‘Sal’ 


a 


CLASSIC BAGEL WHEEL 

Feeds 15-18 people 

• Fried Chicken Cutlet 

• Fresh Mozzarella 

• Roasted Peppers 

Ha 


WILLIE MARTINEZ 
JIM MURPHY 



FREE SHOP AT HOME 
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 


RPETS 

by W1L, Inc. 

All Major Brands of Carpet 
Area Rugs • Remnants 
| Linoleum • Tile • Laminate Floors 
Installations Guaranteed 


(718) 836-2761 6919 4th Ave. 


WE STOCK LINOLEUM, CARPETS, 
AREA RUGS, CARPET REMNANTS. 
SPECIAL PRICES FOR SENIOR CITIZENS. 


GRANDn 

OPENING 


m 


122 Bay Ridge Avenue (at 69th & Colonial) 
Open 7 days 10am - 10pm • (718) 921-1669 


EAT-IN, CARRY OUT, 
OR DELIVERED 


68th Precinct 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Burglars posing as plumb- 
ers snatched $1,700 in brass, 
copper and cast-iron fittings 
— plus a water meter — 
from a home on 10th Ave- 
nue, police said. 

The thieves pried open a 
side window at the house, 
near 68th Street, on March 26. 
Around 4:30 pm, a neighbor 
saw a white man in his early 
30s handing items out a win- 
dow to a helper, who stashed 
the goods in a van parked out- 
side the home. 

When the neighbor ques- 
tioned their actions, the first fel- 
low insisted that he was “Salva- 
tore, the plumber,” working on 
a legitimate job. But “Sal” cut 
the job short and the pair fled in 
the white van — as the neigh- 
bor jotted down the vehicle’s 
plate number. 

When the homeowner re- 
turned, he found the following 
items missing: two bags of 
copper fittings, a box of cast- 
iron fittings, two brass drain 
pipes and a water meter, ac- 
cording to police. 

On camera 

A 19-year-old New Jersey 
woman left her purse at a res- 
taurant, on Fifth Avenue near 
85th Street, around 7:30 pm on 
March 29, police said. When 
she returned, more than an hour 
later, the bag was gone. 

What remained, however, 
was an image of the thief, 
snatching up the abandoned 
bag and bolting from the 
eatery, on the restaurant’s se- 
curity camera. 

Hunt musicman 

The thief stole far more 
than the tunes. 

In fact, burglars snatched a 
$2,000 stereo system, a pair of 
microphones worth $800 and 
80 compact discs from a fitness 
club on 89th Street, police said. 

Workers closed the gym, 
which is near Fourth Avenue, 
around 9:15 pm on March 30. 
When a 49-year-old employee 
opened the facility the follow- 
ing morning, she found the 
side door ajar and the music, 


At Curves, YOU can 
discover the power Jp# 
to amaze yourself v 

■ 1 




Discover a gym where women change their 
lives 30 minutes at a time. Curves offers a 
proven 30-minute workout common sense 
weight loss and all the support you need 
to reach your goals. Discover the power 
to amaze yourself. 



The power to 
amaze yourself.™ 



Curves 

FOR WOMEN** 

TWO Convenient 
Locations in Bay Ridge 


7409 3rd Ave. 

(between 75th & 74th Sts.) 

(718) 238-4523 


9801 Fourth Ave. 
(718) 680-7975 


Loose Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, 
have the “Mini-Implant System" placed in 
less than two hours, then go out and enjoy your 
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes. 
As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony 
on ABC & Fox News 



® — 


• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans available and Insurance coverage) 

Dr. Tony is recognized as a Professor of the Mini Dental Implant. 




*0NLY $495 
FOR DENTURE! 

Limited Time Offer 
"with a puchase of MDI 


i Call today for your FREE Consultation 

718 - 833-6895 

461 77th Street - Bay Ridge 

l www.oraldentalcare.com 


electronics and $50 missing. 

Rehab robbers 

Instead of cleaning out the 
kitchen cabinets, one Bay 
Ridge burglar took the wood- 
en hardware with him. 

The robber pried open the 
basement door of the 68th 
Street apartment building, 
near Fourth Avenue, between 
5 pm on March 31 and 7:30 
am the next day, police said. 
Once inside, the thief hauled 
away a pair of wooden cabi- 
nets — valued at $800 — and 
a $300 tile cutter, while the 
50-year-old owner slumbered 
in a unit upstairs. 

The building’s super never 
noticed the robbers, police said. 

Un-welcome 

A Maine woman lost 
$1,500 in electronics to a thief 
who robbed her parked car, 
police said. 

The 45-year-old victim 
parked her Nissan Pathfinder 
near the comer of Bay Ridge 
Parkway and Colonial Road, 
at 8 pm on March 28. When 
she returned at 6 am the fol- 
lowing day, she found some- 
one had smashed the window 
and snatched an HP laptop 
computer, an Olympus digital 
camera and a cellphone, plus a 
black shoulder bag, from the 
SUV, according to police. 


62nd Precinct 


Food fight! 

Sometimes, flour and water 
just don’t mix. 

When a 39-year-old baker 
doused a co-worker with the 
powdery meal at a 20th Av- 
enue bakery, around midnight 
on April 2, the dusted fellow 
grew angry and retaliated by 
tossing a cup of water on the 
flour-thrower, according to 
police. 

The water-man then grab- 
bed the flour-man in a head- 
lock and beat him on the head 
with a metal object, leaving a 
wound that required several 
stitches. 

When police arrived at the 
bakery, near 68th Street, they 
arrested the violent hydrator, 
age 31, on felony assault 
charges. 

Bat attack 

Two boys armed with a bat 
brutally beat a 50-year-old 
man walking along 86th Street 
on March 27, police said. 

The pair confronted their vic- 
tim near Bay 25th Street, 
around 3:45 am. One insisted, 
“Give me your money,” and be- 
fore he could respond, the sec- 
ond thug began to beat the vic- 
tim in the face, arms and chest, 
leaving serious cuts and bruises. 

Luckily, a passerby scared 
the teenage bmtes away. And 
police didn’t let the pair get 
far; the suspects, age 17 and 
18, now face felony robbery 
charges. 

Armed $9 rob 

Three thugs armed with a 
gun robbed a 16-year-old boy 
of $9 on March 27, police said. 

The trio then surrounded 
the youngster as he walked 
near the comer of 80th Street 
and 17th Avenue, at 4:50 pm. 
They snatched the boy’s cell- 
phone and cash, but they did- 
n’t hurt him physically. 

Bar bust 

Burglars pried open the win- 
dow gates to rob a home on 


CBIO's 
meet is 
April 10 


The Brooklyn Papers 

If you like — or don’t like 
— eating outdoors, you 
should definitely not miss 
Monday’s meeting of Com- 
munity Board 10. 

Three restaurants — Cebu, 
at 8801 Third Ave.; Austin’s 
Steakhouse, at 8915 Fifth 
Ave.; and Little Cupcake, at 
9102 Third Ave. — are all 
seeking sidewalk cafe permits 
from the board. 

Also on the meeting agenda 
is a presentation by the Amer- 
ican Cancer Society. 

The meeting will be at the 
Fort Hamilton Senior Center, 
9941 Ft. Hamilton Pkwy, at 
7:15 pm. — Gersh Kuntzman 
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64th Street April 1, police said. find a window in back left 
The 39-year-old resident ar- open. The thief climbed inside 
rived at his house, near Bay and snatched $2,500 and gold 
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3 FREE MONTHS with I year rental 


The UPS Store 


• 39^ Color Copies 

• Packaging, Shipping & Receiving Services 

• Copying, Finishing & Printing Services 

• Packaging & Moving Supplies 

• Freight Services 

• Notary Services 

7103 3rd Avenue 

tel: 7 1 8.238. 1 805 fax: 7 1 8.238. 1 807 

MON-FRI: 7:30am-7pm; SAT: M0am-5pm; SUN: llam-3pm 
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WHOLESALE 

ABOVE GROUND 

SWIMMING 

POOL 

SALE 


See our beautiful extruded 
aluminum pools at price 
that will NEVER BE LOWER! 

• Rounds & Ovals - All Sizes 
Decks & Fencing • Replacement Liners 
• Filters • All Accessories 


POLYTECH POOL MFG. CO. 

262 48th St. between 2nd & 3rd Aves. 
www.polytechpool.com • 718-492-8991 

OPEN: Mon-Sat, 8am-5pm; New SUNDAY Hours, 9am-4pm • 
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DENTISTS 

1 

DERMATOLOGY 

1 

SKIN CARE 


Quality Dentistry 


Gentle care in our ultra-modern office 

• Cosmetic Dentistry • Cosmetic Laminates 

• Reconstructive & Bonding 

Dentistry • Advanced Sterilization 

• Gums & Implants • Behavior Modification 

• Bleaching • Sealants 

• Nitrous Oxide • Fluoride 

(Sweet Air) • Preventative Dentistry 

RONALD TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
768-1111 


We’ve Moved! 

Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 

— 245 Fifth Avenue — 

between Carroll & Garfield 


• Emergency Service 

• Pediatric Dentistry 

• Root Canal Therapy 

• Implant Restorations 

• Laminates • Bleaching 

• White Fillings • Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants 

• Cleanings • Crowns 

• Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 


Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
Dr. Doug Pollack 


Free Consultation 
24 Hr Phone Service 

mmmm 

789-5700 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 


Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & 
Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 


ant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 
eo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 

544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 


Now in Park Slope! 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

Evening (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) , 

(7i8) 622-8020 iiF 


Jeff C. 

Strachan, DDS 

189 Montague Street 
Suite 800A 
Brooklyn, NY 11 201 


( 917 ) 753-3314 

Emergency and Evening 
Jeff.strachan@verlzon.net 
website: strachandds.com 
Horns: Mon, Tues, Wed and Fri: 8am to 6pm 
laBPJIDI * CareCredit financing avail. 


Prosthetically Driven 
Implant Dental Practice 
with Periodontics 
as its Core 

• Implants Surgically Placed and Restored 

• Periodontics - Treatment of Gum Disease - 
Surgical and Non-Surgical Therapy 

• Endodontics - Using rotary instrumentation 
fat faster mate thorough cleaning with less 
post operative discomfort 

• Digital X-Rays - 90% Less Radalion 

• Extractions - Simple and Complex 

• Aesthetic Dentistry - Porcelain Laminates, 
White fillings, Bleaching, Metal Free Crowns 

• Zoom Bleaching 

• Restorative Dentistry A-Z 

• Full Service Comprehensive Dental Practice 


All phases of 

General & 
Cosmetic 
Dentistry 

Root Canal • Extractions 
Periodontal Work • Crowns 
Bridges • Porcelain Veneers 
Bleaching • Dentures • Laminates 


Jack Irwin, d.d.s. 

414 Seventh Avenue 

(bet. 13th & 14th Sts.) 

718/768-8372 

www.jackirwindds.com 

Evening Hours Mon-Fri 
Most Insurance & Union Plans 
accepted as full or partial payment. 

MetLife, UFT, DC37, PBA, Delta, Blue Cross, 
Aetna, CIGNA, Unicare, Guardian, Healthplex, 
Mgmt. Bfts. Fund, United Concordia, Ameritas. 



LASERS 

FOR THE REMOVAL OF. . . 

Hair, Broken Blood Vessels, Wrinkle! 
Spider Veins (face & legs), Age Spots, 

mmmm 

LIPOSUCTION 

Totally under local anesthesia. 
Abdomen, lovehandles, thighs, 
hips, male breasts. 


FREE LIPOSUCTION CONSULTATION 


Day & Evening Appointments • Affordable Fees 
Many Insurances and Credit Cards Accepted 

Alan R. Kling, M.D. -t> 

Board Certified Dermatologist 
Conditions Related To Hair, Skin & Nails 6 


27 8th Avenue 

(corner Lincoln Place) 
Park Slope, Brooklyn 

(718) 636-0425 


1000 Park Avenue 

(at 84th Street) 

New York City, NY 

(212) 288-1300 


Safety. 
Results. 

\/n 1 1 1 A LasarVein Ramoval 

LaserHair Removal 
Laser Wrinkle 

Full-Time On-Site Physicians Reduction 
Safe and Dramatic Results Titan" 

Advanced Technology Laser Correction of 



When was YOUR 
last physical? 


GENERAL PRACTICE ■ TRAVEL IMMUNIZATION 


P TRAVEL IMMUNIZATIONS! 

Start the 
process months before 
leaving to get your shots 

• Yellow fever mrn* 

• Typhoid 

• Hepatitis 


■:T*a- J i.vrs 


558 Atlantic Ave. I 

I bet. 3rd & 4th Aves. 



718-802-1110 


HOLISTIC 


MEDICAL ADVICE 
FOR TRAVELLERS 


Chinese Therapy 


Headaches? Low Energy? 
Back or Neck pain? 
Sports Injuries? Stressed Out? 

VISIT RUYI BODYWORK 

Acupuncture, Herbal Medicine, Acu- 
pressure, Shiatsu, Qi Gong Massage, 


Dream Interpretation 


DREAM GROUP 

FREE, monthly dream interpretaiton 
group in Ozone Park, Queens. 
Celebrate 2006 by honoring the mes- 

Rockaway Blvd in Queens. 

www.dreams.meetup.com/126 

(917) 972-4866 


• Malaria prevention 

- Brooklyn Heights Family Practice - 

25 Schermerhorn St. (bet. Court & Clinton Sts.) 
Hours: Mon-Sat • (718) 624-6185 


WHEELCHAIRS 


POWER WHEEICHAIRS & SCOOTERS 


LARGE 

DISCOUNTS! 


_ FAST FREE 
ORTHODONTICS I DELIVERY! 


Happiness is. 


■Nr 



Sales & Rentals 


• Loaners if available 

• Battery Replacement 

• Tire Service 

• Authorized 
Major Brands 


We also buy & sell 
used equipment 


All City 
m obility / 

( 718 ) 366-3726 


■tv 


V A 

BEAUTIFUL 

SMILE 


WOMENS HEALTH 


V_y > invisalignr 
Hanson Place Orthodontics 

One Hanson Place #1308 0 , cm notes 15 . 

between Atlantic 6V Flatbu.sh Avenues ( 7 1 8 > DZZ-ZC>y 5 

Dr. Yakov S. Eisenberger, DDS St Assodates • www.hansonptaceortho.com 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


(^emoshuns 

“ Providing Products and Services That Promote 
Emotional Health ” 

Adult Counseling for Substance Abuse, Depression, 

Relationships, Grief and Loss 

Adolescent Counseling for Substance Use, Family 

Interaction, Educational Issues 

Advanced Recovery Support Groups 

DMV Drinking Driver Program Evaluations 

Department of Transportation DOT SAP 

Back-To-Work Evaluations 

Sliding Scale Rates • Insurance Reimbursable 

516-521-3405 
Park Slope Office 

fman@optonline.net www.emoshuns.com 


Dr. Kliot - 

Midwife Team 

" People who 

r S 

keep caring 
about making 
mommies & 

f \ 

babies happy!" 


We are able to take 


care of a full spectrum 


of obstetrical & 
gynecological needs. ^ 

S' 

Botha physician ' 

& midwife are 
available to attend 

, 

Sunday & 

your delivery. 

|f evening hours 


Insurance friendly 

1 David A.^ Kliot, md, facog & Gregory E. KlioL md, facogI 

Prospect Park Locale 

Boro Park Locale 

225 Marlborough Road 

5319B 16th Avenue 

Brooklyn, NY 11226 

Brooklyn, NY 11204 

(718) 693-1011 

(718) 851-3202 


Ratner's 

assembly 

buddies 


The Brooklyn Papers 

One week ago, the state Assembly approved a $33-mil- 
lion subsidy for Bruce Ratner’s still-unapproved Atlantic 
Yards project. The allocation, stuffed as a line item inside 
the 2006-2007 budget for Education, Family Assistance 
and Labor, passed unanimously — and 
seven of 21 Brooklyn delegates fur- 
ther supported Ratner by contact- 
ing Speaker Sheldon Silver on 
his behalf. Here are what 
some Brooklyn delegates 
said about their vote. 

Joseph Lentol (D-Greenpoint) 

“I support the project, but you 
couldn’t vote against it even if 
you wanted to, unless you want- 
ed to vote against all the money 
for the city’s schools. It was take ■’ 

Alan Maisel (D-Mill Basin) 

“I’ve been supportive of the 
project since before I was 
elected. It’ll be good for eco- 
nomic development and I voted for it, but even if I wasn’t sup- 
portive, I couldn’t have voted against the education budget.” 



Peter Abbate (D-Dyker Heights) 

“I think [Ratner’s plan] will be good for the economic develop- 
ment of Brooklyn, but the budget had thousands of things and 
you can’t ever take just one of them out.” 


Roger Green (D-Prospect Heights) 

“Ratner gave a good presentation. The questions are the same — 
scale, size and traffic — but we have to think about the commu- 
nity benefits.” 


William Colton (D-Bensonhurst) 

“Sure, there are questions, but you can see that there has been a 
lot of effort to negotiate. He’s really trying.” 


Joan Millman (D-Brooklyn Heights) 

“They were kind of between a rock and hard place,” a 
spokesman said. “This is funding that she and a lot of residents 
have been fighting for a long time ... I don’t know why the Rat- 
ner money was put there ... [Millman] was the only person who 
spoke out on the floor against the appropriation.” 

— Arietta Cohen 


RATNER... 

Continued from page 1 

longer known as “Miss Brooklyn,” as it was called in prior doc- 
uments. 

The Gehry-designed arena at the intersection of Flatbush and 
Atlantic avenues was also unchanged. 

The minor revisions filled only a half-page of the state’s just- 
released 50-page document that provides the framework for the 
forthcoming environmental impact review. 

And while the project’s incredible un-shrinking act hasn’t 
won over many critics, even its most ardent opponents admit 
that the new document does reflect some of their concerns. 

The ESDC even agreed to examine three alternate proposals 
for the rail yards, including a plan drawn up by Ratner’s rival, 
Extell Corporation, and a consortium of community groups. 

Gov. Pataki and Mayor Bloomberg support the arena plan 
and state legislators allocated $33 million to it from this year’s 
budget, so observers were skeptical that an analysis of alternate 
plans could affect Ratner’s dream — but the promise to study 
alternative schemes represents a victory to critics. 

“We always said they needed to study alternatives to Rat- 
ner’s proposal,” said Daniel Goldstein, a spokesman for Devel- 
op Don’t Destroy Brooklyn. 

Goldstein lives alone in a condo building facing the Vander- 
bilt rail yards, one of four private residential owners in the 22- 
acre footprint who hasn’t sold to Ratner. 

“When they do examine other proposals, they’ll see a much 
bigger negative impact from the Ratner project,” he said. 

The latest document — officially called the “Final Scope of 
Analysis” — evolved from an earlier draft as a result of a six- 
hour public hearing in November and a public comment period 
that ended in January 

In a nod to critics who said the draft scoping document 
downplayed the project’s impact on the residential areas sur- 
rounding Downtown, the final scope of the environmental re- 
view has been expanded from a quarter-mile to a half-mile cir- 
cle around the project. 

The expansion of the study represents a score for local 
groups that have spent the last two years pressuring the devel- 
oper and the state to examine how the 17-skyscraper mega-vil- 
lage will strain public infrastructure. 

The new boundaries — Myrtle Avenue to the north, Bedford 
Avenue to the east, Third Street in Park Slope to the south and 
Boerum Place to the west — could force the developer to ex- 
amine how the added traffic, shadows and congestion will af- 
fect Park Slope, Fort Greene, Clinton Hill and Boerum Hill. 

Traffic has topped the list of neighborhood worries since the 
unveiling of the smaller Atlantic Yards project in 2003. As a re- 
sponse to those fears, the developer added 28 new intersections 
to the project’s study. 

But even though the traffic analysis was expanded, the noto- 
riously congested Brooklyn-Queens Expressway, as well as the 
East River bridges, remain outside the scope of the Environ- 
mental Impact Statement — clearing the developer of having to 
mitigate traffic using such routes to his proposed basketball are- 

Critics say the omission indicates a state tendency towards 
playing down the toll that big developments take on neighbor- 

“We’re taking about another 10,000 or 20,000 trips on the 
BQE at peak times,” said traffic consultant Brian Ketcham of 
Community Consulting Services. “We’re going to feel it, but 
the developer doesn’t have to face that impact at all.” 

Ratner and his spokespeople didn’t respond to questions 
about the latest revision. 

“I can’t answer questions on the Nets,” Ratner told The 
Brooklyn Papers at a press conference this week to tout his 
sponsorship of a beach volleyball tournament this summer in 
Coney Island. 

Real estate experts have pinned the biggest change to the 
project — the loss of market-rate 450 condos — to a dip in de- 
mand for luxury housing in the borough. 

People living in the footprint — the new document puts the 
number of soon-to-be displaced households at 171 — didn’t 
have much to say about the new plan. 

“Nothing he did really changes anything,” said David Sheets, 
a rent-controlled tenant in one of four residential buildings Rat- 

Now that the “final scope” is done, the project can begin the 
environmental review process, which is expected to take at least 
six months. 
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REAL ESTATE 


CO-OPS & CONDOS 


Luxury Living At Affordable Prices! 

Parkville Promenade Condominium 
@ 702 Ocean Parkway 



Why pay rent? 

2bdrm, 2 bathrm 
condos starting 
at $449 K 


The first truly luxurious condominium on Ocean Parkway! 
Offering 15 tastefully finished apartments in an intimate setting. 




(718) 645-1665 

MadisonEstates.com 

ParkvillePromenade.com 


Bank taking your home? 

• Stop Foreclosure 

• Save Your Credit 

• Avoid Bankruptcy 

3JDDT@ NO FEES 

^Group to you 

(212) 333-8686 Ask for Alex 



For Sale / Brooklyn 


Kensington 

Stainless Steel Appliances. Sponsor Sale 
NO BOARD APPROVAL. Corcoran Group 


Marine Park 

Two 1 family 3bdrm detached 
homes 1 block from beautiful 
Marine Park. Garage & pvt park- 
ing. Many extras. Asking low 
$600K each. Call owner. (718) 
336-7436. A17 


For Sale / Queens 


Jackson Heights 

Hawthorn Court. 2 BR, 2 bath 
co-op. New kitchen, fireplace, 
hardwood floors. Elevator, stor- 
gage bin. Pvt block, long gar- 
den, historic district. $600 
maint. $475K FSBO. (718) 899- 
4999. Near all transportation. ai? 


For Sale / Staten Island 


Clove Lake, SI 

Fountains co-op. 1100 Clove Rd. 
Doorman, pool, park, golf, 
express bus to NYC. 1 Br 
$179. 9k, Studio $89. 9K. Call 
owner for appt. (732) 337-4346. 




AUTO DONATIONS 






AGENTS & 
BROKERS 


Bay Ridge/Sunset Pk 

64th St Condo w/Vus, Bale, 
Renov Kit, New HWF, low 
Cc/RET, DM, Cntrl Ldry. 1 br 
650sf from $325K, 2brs 900sf 
$485 K, Trplx PH 2000sf, lOOsf 
Terr + Pvt Pking $1 ,2M. Rental: 
PH 2brs 1 200sf Terr $2200. 
Prudential Douglas Elliman: Wan 
Law (917) 957-7510. W14 


Don't Lose Your Home 

Speak to an experienced 
real estate broker. 

Melvin M. Hurwitz 

105 Court St. in Dwntn, Bklyn 

718-596-2000 

Real Estate/Insurance/Notary Public 


Fortune 

Financial 

Acquisition of all types of 
real estate. Close in 30 
Days. 

Contact Ash Williams 
(212) 355-5300 ext 308 


APARTMENTS 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


Bensonhurst 

Brand New 
Elevator Bulding 
Laundry Room 
2 & 3 Bedrooms 
available 

Call (718) 946-2700 
Clinton Hill 

brownstone apts. 2 full baths in 
each; one apt w/balcony. Ask 
$1900 w/balcony & $1800 w/out. 

Call agent (646) 404-2964 

Sunset Park 

2 BR Ground Fir. Apt. 

Newly Renovated 
$1 200 incl. Gas & heat. No pets, no 
smoking. Credit check required. 

Call day or night. 

Call (71 8) 853-7756 

Apartments, Sublets 
& Roommates 
BROWSE & LIST FREE! 
All Cities & Areas! 

www.Sublet.com 

Studios; 1-2 Bdrms; $800-2000 

1 -877-FOR-RENT 


COMMERCIAL 

SPACE 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


Bay Ridge 
Bar For Sale 

$200,000 - 2,200 Sq Ft Bar 
with 1,000 sq foot basement 
space. LONG LEASE. 

Totally renovated bar with kitchen. The 
bar was gut renovated 2 years ago and 
has a brand new Glyco beer system, 
new ice machine and dishwasher, sepa- 
rate lounge area and outdoor deck 
area. The rent is $5, 200/mo and 
includes Taxes and Heat. There are 13 
years left on the lease. For more infor- 
mation, please call Tom § (347) 401- 
4200 


MI-1 Industrial Lofts For Rent 

Full floors, 4,300 SF available 
for light industrial, commer- 
cial or artistic uses. Live only 
or Live-work NOT available. 
Additional info and contact 

www.marathonlofts.com 


Park Slope 

1,000 sq ft + rear garden, and full 
basement. Suitable for office, art stu- 
dio, retail store. Asking $2500/mo. 

(718) 768-4920 
or (917) 559-0007 a 6 


Park Slope 

Professional Space for Share. Park 
Slope South Brooklyn. 1000 sq ft 
Available. NO RETAIL. Build to suit. 


vations in Process. A Must See. Call 
Mr. B @ (917) 202-2600. 


HOUSES 


For Sale / Brooklyn 


On the Promenade 

Exceptional 131 -year-old man- 
sion. 1 1 K sq.ft., 10 dec. fire- 
places, Landmark Harbor & 
Manhattan views. $10.9 mil. 

Cobble Heights Realty 
(718) 596-3333 
cobbleheights.com E ri 3 


For Sale / Staten Island 


Sunnyside, SI 

Open House Sun 11 -2pm. 80 La Bau Ave., 
Staten Island, NY 10301. 2 Family 
Detached, Lot size 4,045 sq ft, located near 
Clove Lake Park, Schools, Bridges. For 
appointment, please call, Sal. 

(917) 575-7657 / (718) 556-0166 


EMPLOYMENT 



Our fleet is growing with new expansion and we are look- 
ing for people who, like us, believe all roads should lead 
back to home. Everyone knows that work is more reward- 
ing when there’s a healthy dose of personal time with fam- 
ily and friends throughout the week. Here are some of the 
advantages in working for DTX and it’s Dart Container 
affiliates: 

• Home every weekend 
• Home periodically during the week 
•4-5 trips, M-F totaling 1,800-2,000 miles/week 
• Regional destinations 

• Company owned and permanently assigned equipment 
• Quarterly safety bonuses 

• Average $65K annually (based on location) 

• Company medical, dental, vision benefits 
• Company paid holidays and vacation time 

• Company paid life insurance 
• Company paid relocation package 
•Company paid contribution and company matching 401 (k) 
Requirements: Our OTR Tractor Trailer Drivers must have CDL Class A license, safe 
driving record and 2 years of tractor/trailer driving experience. 


North American Truck Show - 
Thursday, April 20th - Saturday, April 22nd 
Boston Convention & Exhibition Center 
Boston, Massachusetts 
Thursday, April 20th - 11am - 7pm 
Friday, April 21st - 2pm - 9pm 
Saturday, April 22nd - 10am - 4pm 


Stop by our booth and register for 
a door prize or visit our website at 
www.dart.jobs to view or apply for 
our current trucking opportunities. 



Help Wanted 


Architect 


Speech - Lang. Path. 

Conducts speech & language treat- 
ments & feeding therapy. MS - SLP; 
NYS Lie & CCC - SLP. Fluent 
Cantonese/ Mandarin. Resume to: T. 
Ciabattari, Guild For Exceptional 
Children, 550 59th St., Brooklyn, NY 
11220. 


F/T ■ P/T Bookkeeper 

Full Charge Bookkeeper for 
contractor. Organized, multi 
taskter exp. with Peachtree, 
Word & Excel. Call KEN. 

(718) 282-1234 


Help Wanted 


Licensed Plumber 

HVAC Company looking for a 
Licensed Plumber. Retired or cur- 
rent, non-business owner for con- 
sulting etc. 

Call Ken at (718) 284-1944 


Leading Park Slope 
Preschool seeks 

Substitute 

Teachers 

No license nec. but must have 
exp. in pre-school classroom 
and have warm, loving nature. 
Call betw. 10am - 3:30pm. 

(718) 230-5255. 


Park Slope Dental Office 

IMMEDIATE HIRES! 

HYGIENIST - PT Wed or Thur to start. 

DENTAL ASSISTANT/EXPERIENCED - Rex sched- 
ule but days/eves and alternate Fri/Sat a must. 
Please fax resume to: Dr. R. (718) 789-8968 


The new state of the art, R EtfVIKK at the Slope 
facility is now serving the needs of your 
entrepreneurial spirit. 



Help Wanted 


HANDYMEN WANTED 

For Full time positions in a 
Downtown Brooklyn Office Building. 
Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm. Plumbing and 
electrical experience required. 
Please contact Erica, Mon-Fri, 8am- 
4pm @ (646) 529-5262 for an 
immediate interview! 


Bookkeeper 

Williamsburg, min 5 years A/R 
experience in food industry. Fax 
resume w/salary history. 

(718) 456-7699 


Tennis Coaches 


USPTA/PTR CERT A+. We train. Pay 
commensurate with experience. 
www.nyjtl.org or call (718) 786-7110, 
fax (718) 786-7635. EOE. 


Admin Asst/Recept 

Two F/T positions for general office 
work in D’town Bklyn area. Must 
have computer skills, organization- 
al abilities, and pleasant phone 
manner. Fluent Spanish a +. Fax 
resume to RF at: 

(718) 522-5280 


Office Manager 

Allstate Insurance Co. seeks office 
manager for Bay Ridge location. P 
& C license preferred but not req. 
Call Sam or Lucy between 2-4pm: 

(718) 259-2800 


WORK FROM HOME/ PT 
GREAT OPPORTUNITY! 

Anti-aging Swiss 
Skincare Company 
superior products 
Generous pay plan & incentives 
Unlimited income potential 
Looking for hard workers 
with good people skills. 

For info: Carolyn ©212-966-4554 


SERVICES & MERCHANDISE 


To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


Call (718) 510-3692 


Bed & Breakfast 


An Inviting Friendly and Relaxing 
Place to be while visiting Brooklyn, 
New York. A home away from home. 

€«,*Ucie (718) 434-7628 
See us at 

www.honeysbedandbreakfast.com 


Computers 


Global Network 
Solutions 

www.gnetsol.net 917-204-9011 
MCSE/CNE/CCNA/CCSE CERTIFIED 


Repair/Upgrade Computer: 


Computers 


For Fast Computer relief. Call 

DOCTOR 

DATA 



718-998-DATA 

(3282) 


SLOPE MUSIC 

Instrumental & Vocal 


charlessibirsky.com 

718-768-3804 


Merchandise For Sale 


Gifts For All Occasions 


jrs shipped within 48 he 

(917) 656-6246 

www.bsgiftshop.com 


Merchandise Wanted 


EL, Bob & Judi's Coolectibles 

P LOOKING TO BUY 

FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

718-638-5770 

217 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.) 


Boarding Dogs 
in My Home 

Not confined to cages. Large yard. 
Reasonable Prices. Love them as my own. 

Call (718) 373-3963 
10am-7pm A13 


■*> 

ATTORNEYS 

To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


YOUR COURT STREET LAWYER 



a/ civil practice in Brooklyn Heights. He may be reached at 
(718) COURT-ST or RichKlass@courtstreetlaw. com for any 



FOCUS ...We Can Help! 

• Child Support • Custody 
• Paternity • Maintenance • Visitation 
• Orders of Protection 

Available FREE: 

Paralegal Assistance - Court Advocacy - Referrals to 
Social Service Agencies - Educational Seminars - Legal 
Clinics - Initial consultation, Refer to Attorney if 
Necessary • Newsletters - AND MORE! 


FOCUS: FOR OUR CHILDREN AND US 


Call Monday - Friday, 9am-5pm 

Brooklyn (718) 596-1017 

Nassau (516) 433-6633 Suffolk (631) 854-0857 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Graft P.C. 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 


Are you 



FREE CONSULTATION 

Call Richard S. Feinsilver Esq. 

1-800-479-6330 


111 Livingston Street, Brooklyn • www.feinlawyer.com 


SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY APPEALS 

FREE OFFICE CONSULTATION 
NO RECOVERY, NO FEE 

Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 
OFFICES LOCATED IN 

Brooklyn • Queens • Manhattan • Staten Island 

(718) 210-4738 

PERSONAL INJURY 

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE 
Exclusive Plaintiff’s Practice 
Automobile - Construction - Products 
General Negligence 

800-675-8556 

GREGORY S. GENNARELLI, ESQ 

The Woolworth Building 
233 Broadway - Suite 950 
New York, NY 10279 


Immigration ^ ; 



(718) 717-0956 


LANDLORD-TENANT Matters 

• Closings • Bankruptcy 
• Low-interest mortgages 
• Free consultation 

David E. Brookstone 

718-643-0006 

32 Court Street, #1107 
www.davidbrookstoneatty.com 


REAL ESTATE 

ATTORNEY 



Hugo Salazar 

Attorney at Law 

Over 1 0 Years Handling 
Real Estate Closings 

( 718 ] 230-1234 

261 4th Ave. in Park Slope 



EVICTIONS 

•LANDLORD AND TENANT CASES 
•50 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
•REAL ESTATE CLOSINGS 

Goldberg & Lustig, Esqs 

188 Montague Street, 5th Floor 

(718) 858-4250 
i ff "We fight hard for you!" 


Free bankruptcy 
consultation 


a. 


(718) 268-7878 
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^HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 



Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 


Locks • Alarms • Gates 


“ ®|t 1«* 

Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055 


AWARD WINNING LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

• From Conception to Completion 
Residential, Commercial, Manufacturing 
Alterations & New Buildings 


lot buy 

Martin della Paolera 

architect 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 1 1 21 7 

TEL (71 8) 596-2379 

FAX (71 8) 596-2579 
EMAILfelix63@aol.com 


Bathrooms & Tile 


Fax #(718) 987-3935 




/l 


- Custom & 
V Commercial 


High Quality & Pr< 

(718) 633-1859 A 


ONE DAY 
BATH SOLUTIONS 

Expert bathtub and tile 
reglazing, restores like new! 
OR 

Let us put a brand new tub 
and wail over your old. 


John 

Costelloe 


John Costelloe (718) 768-7610 



Cleaning Services 


M^lurpliy'e iJLti&sK 


ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 


"Let us maintain your hallways" 

718-573-4165 


A.K. Azad Cons. Co. 


(917) 519-4476 • (917) 674-1673 


J & R Construction 


Interior & Exteri 


Timeless Construction 
and Restoration, Inc. 

crafomansh^if the downtown 
Brooklyn area. 

Specializing in all phases 

OF INTERIOR RENOVATIONS 
Complete Rehabs • Kitchens 
Baths • Finished Basements 
Painting » Plastering 
All Floors and Tile 
Finish Carpentry 
15th yr with The Brooklyn Papers 
License #HIC1099974 and Insured 

718-979-0913 


RENOVATION 


Residential Remodeling 
Specialists 

Complete Home Interior 
and kitchen remodeling 
License# 1065708 
ivww.knockoutrenovation.con 

718-745-0722 


EAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 

Roofing • Waterproofing 
Painting • Plastering 

Tile • Stucco • Pointing 
Scaffold • Brick & 


718-686-1100 


Louie's Home Improvement Contractor 

Renovations/Alterations 

Electrical • Plumbing • Doors • Basements 
Carpentry is our specialty 
Violations removed - No job too small 
Call I0am-9pm (718) 236-1203 Office 
(347)524-5645 Cell 


r"X b 

I ~H B 


FREE ESTIMATES 

LIC # 1200326 Insured 

Sergey (646) 591-6056 
Dmitri (718) 669-0898 

Interior renovations 
and reconstructions 

Kitchens, Baths, Closets and Offices. 
Painting, drywall, plumbing, floor- 
mg. tiling, carpentry, and more 

The Total Contractor 


Insured, Bonded, License: #1190150 

Total Property Services, Inc. 

Call for free job analysis and estimate. 

212-678-6122 

Dorothy 

Handy 

Home Improvement 

One Call Does It All 
Windows-Doors 
Kitchens-Baths 
Basement Additions 
Concrete-Stucco Work 
Quality Work 
Free Estimates 
Licensed 8c Insured 

646-261-3267 c2 

STONEHENGE 

Construction Group 

Kitchens • Bathrooms 
Tiling • Painting 
Plastering • Sheetrock 
Electrical • Basements 
Replacement Windows 
Woodflooring • Closets 

No Job too Small or too Big 

Free Estimates 

Lic.#1200619 & Insured 

(917) 974-3625 



JOSEPH PRESTIA 

HEATING & MECHANICAL 

i GENERAL CONTRACTING 

GAS BOILERS • WATER HEATERS • BATHOOM COMPLETELY REMODELED 
ALTERATIONS & REPAIRS • BOILER REWIRING & TROUBLE SHOOTING 
H.I.C. LICJS02801 

(718) 382-7648 • (917) 796-0063 


Chris Mullins 

General Contracting 


718-276-8558 


■ Brownstone Specialist 
T Brickwork & Roofing 
— Interior & Exterior 
Plumbing & Electrical 
a. Lie# 1083706 • Insured 

347-245-5419 


DECKS 

by Bart 


ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 
Free Estimates 
Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr. 
www.decksbybart.com 


ALECTRA INC. 

Have an electrical problem? 
No job too big, no job too small! 
Call me. Anthony llliano 
Licensed electrician 

718-522-3893 


Anything In Electric & Ht 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 


I PT Installations 
Electrical Contractor 

It Insured/ Residential-Commercial 


CaMNick (718) 331-3210 


TERMITE, RODENT & INSECT 
CONTROL SPECIALISTS 

Residential • Commercial 

"Safest Methods Used" 

USA EXTERMINATORS 

718-832-0900 

A Service Company 

You Can Depend On '• 


Exterminators 


ABSOLUTE 

DEATH 


Insects-Rodents-Wildlife 


Absol Lite Death Exte 


Floor Maintenance 


D&K 

FLOOR SERVICE, INC. 

Parquet and wood floors sanded, 
required, installed & refinished. 
Large selection of lamette flooring. 
Fully Guaranteed. 7 Days Service. 

718-720-2555 

FLOORS L&L WHITE FLOOR 

Refinishing Service 
Sanding, Wood Repair, $1 .25/SF 
35 Years Exp. 

(718) 485-9865 
(718)415-3536 A13 

BILL S FLOORS 

WOOD FLOOR SPECIALIST 
Refinishing 

Resurfacing • Installations 

718-238-9064 


FREE ESTIMATES 


JULIE CUMMINGS 
URBAN GARDENER 

DESIGN 

INSTALLATION 

MAINTENANCE 

718-788-2159 


C 


Garden Design - Installation - Maintenance 

Kelly Boyle 
609-605-0672 


dig 

gardening'—^ 

design & maintenance for 
rooftops, terraces, 
gardens &? containers 

(646) 489-5121 

www.gardendig.com 


S Prepare your Garden 
for Next Season! 
Garden Service 
Annuals - Perennials, Herbs 
Fall Maintenance - Cleanup 
Brownstone Terraces, Yards, Co-ops 

718-753-9741 


b ^ ELECTRICAL ^ 
Brownstone Brooklyn Only 

917-202-7123^- ■ 1 

CALL NED 


Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 Aan 


Handyman ED 

Painting & Fix It 
Reasonable Rates 
Quality Work 
Brownstone Experience 

(917) 478-6730 


Interior Design 


VIRTUALLY RENOVATE 

your home within a week. 
View the experience at 

designbyphoto . com 


Movers (Licensed) 


Dave's D.J. Moving 
& Storage Available 

Written Binding Estimates Available. 

padded Free. Courteous, reliable 

supplies, van service. Serving Bklyn 
for over 10 years. 

(718) 843-4417 

Lie. and Ins. DOT #32241 


I 6 1 ^3 Licensed & Insured 

Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 
US DOT #130966 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 


2149 E. 72nd St. DOT#32149 

718-763-1435 


Coolie Moving 
& Storage Inc. 


Call (718) 339-2295 


ICC #447103 


We do last minute jobs! 
Expert packers 

Packing materials • Fully insured 

TOP HAT MOVERS 
718-965-0214 • 718-622-0377 


M. 


icuntaln mtvers 

"athletic guys moving 
everything on short notice" 
DOT # T-12094 • LocaMxmg Distance 

718-544-1973 


7 i 8 . 522.3534 


John Haviaras 

PAINTING & HANDYMAN 


718-921-6176 


Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

718-834-0470 


Painting 
$100 per room 

2 coats + free minor plastering 
From $100. Reliable & Clean. 
Quality Fences & Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921*2932 


Low Price 

718-439-7309 



■S LJnJSHWJE 
PAUMTHMG 
CO. 

NYS Registered 1974 
LIC# 0933304 
Int./Ext. • Comm./Resid. 

MASTER @ PLASTER 
DRYWALL • SKIM COAT 
sunshinepaintingny.com 
Call Anton 

toil free866-748-6990 

B.B.B. + Rating! Lowest Prices! 


Norman Roll Interior 

Painting & Wallpapering 

Wallpaper, Borders, Plastering 


( professionaf 
-L dinting 

Restore old surfaces. 
Benjamin Moore Paints used. 
Taping, plastering, wallpaper removal. 
Free Estimates 

Call 718-720-0565 


L Finishing Touch 

PAINTING 


Call (718) 332-7041 


Satisfaction Guaranteed 

V Call Boris 
(718) 332-2379 
or (917) 609-1431 a1 


Absolute 
Plastering Inc. 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
• m Plumbing H B 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


TOP DOG 


“We have one leg up on the competition" 

SPECIALIZING 
IN RADIANT HEAT 

Boiler & Hot Water Heaters 
Installed & Serviced 
NYC Boiler Inspections 
24 hr. Emergency Service 

Licensed & Insured 
Lic#2025 

(718) 821-0149 


Franco Belli 
Plumbing & Heating 

Residential • Commercial 
Brownstone Specialist 
Quality Reliable work 
25yrs Experience 
References Available 
No Job too Small or too Big 
Lic#338 • Insured • Bonded 
Sprinkler Lic#s 291 B & 774A 

Call (718) 965-4977 


ALL ABOUT 
PLUMBING & HEATING 

* Fully Licensed & Insured * 

* Complete Expert Plumbing, 

Heating & Drain Cleaning * 

* Boilers/Water Heaters 
Repaired & Installed, Leaks 
Fixed, Bathrooms Remodeled * 

Repaired & Installed * 

* Reasonable Rates * 

* 24/7 Emergency Service * 

(718) 273-1388 


Movers (Licensed) 


OFFICIAL MOVING 
STORAGE, INC. 


ASK US HOW WE BEAT 
MOST WRITTEN ESTIMATES 
JUST CALL US! 


Thousands of satisfied custc 


m 

| "Eve 


NO CHARGE For Weekends 
NO CHARGE For Holiday or Overtim. 
NO CHARGE For Stairs 
NO CHARGE For Last Minutes Moves 

• NO CHARGE For Crating 

• NO CHARGE For Additional Stops 

• NO CHARGE For Pianos 

ners. Open 24 hours, 7 Days a Week, 
jred / Dot T34498 / ICC MC 508964 


L.J. Low Cost Piping & Heating 

Bath Tubs « Water Heaters • Toilets 
Kitchen Sinks • Boilers • Heating Problems 

SAVE WATER! SAVE MONEY! 

OTf^DISCOTO^on^dnunX^eS. 6 "”' CUSt ° ' S “ PP “ 

| c I OS 1^8 Professional - Reliable - Affordable - Warranty on all Jobs 

Mr. James (718) 953-8787 / (917) 601-0014 AE2 


Cee Dee 

PROFESSIONAL 

CONTRACTORS 


Broken or Missing 
Baluster/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 


Call: 718-893-4006 



ARNOLD’S TREE CUTTING 


• Pruning • Stump Grinding • Planting 


FREE ESTIMATES • 15 Years Experience 

City Permits Obtained • Prompt Storm Service 

(718) 463-7829 Cell (917) 807-7316 


13 Year Guarantee 

Residential & Commercial • Fully Insured, Free Estimates 

All Types Siding & Roofing 


Schwamberger 

Contracting 

All Roofing, Rubber, Metal, Skylights. 
Excellent References Available 
License #0831318 

Ldth year with Brooklyn Papers 

718-646-4540 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Rubbish Removal 


w 


GREG'S EXPRESS 
RUBBISH REMOVAL 

Lg & Clean-Up 


ile Truckloads 


All Size Containers 
Serving the Community 
lember Brooklyn Chamber of Commer 
Prompt & Professional • 24hr - 7 days 

(866) MR-RUBBISH 

6 7 - 7 8 2 2 4 
CELL 917-416-8322 
Lie: BIC-1180 Fully Insured 
Oth year with The Brooklyn Papers 


ADAX 

WASTE REMOVAL SERVICES 


FREE Estimates 

917-533-8306 


AAA PLUS SERVICES INC. 

- Spring Cleaning Special - 


Rubbish Removal 


DJ Rubbish 

Removal Services 

COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL 

• Basements • Broumstones 

• Yards, Construction Debris 
• Constainer Sendee Available 
A COMPANY YOU CAN TRUST 

(718) 493 2605 • (347) 739-0463 
Fully licensed & insured / All major credit cards 


Upholstery 



Free Estimates 


Perfect Touch 
Decorators 


718-263-8383 

30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Boros 


Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 

Repair ALL TYPES of windows. 

Custom Window Installation 
Licensed & Insured • Reasonable Rates 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 


Wood Stripping 


/^sYy/ 

Recapture the original beauty of 
your fine architectural woodwork. We 
' h doors, mantels, 


^ark^flMripping 

@ 718 783-4112. 

www.RefmishNY.com 


GET 

RESULTS! 


Advertise in Brooklyn's 
Only FULL COLOR 
Home Improvement Section 

Call (718) 834-9350 





















































